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FAB PRESENTS,  
TINY PRICES 
From just £1!

150+ 
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Three 
courses 
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head!

Quick 
wins for 

every 
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✶ PRO TIPS to  
cut the chaos
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fabulous
Festive

W
hether Christmas 
is your favourite 
time of year, or you 
need a little bit of 

inspiration to help get into the 
spirit, you’ve come to the right 
SODFH��:HȆYH��OOHG�WKHVH�SDJHV�
with brilliant tips, creative 
tricks, and everything you 
need for a stress-free, fun-

�OOHG�VHDVRQ�
Discover trends to get excited about 

in Step into Christmas (p12), and 
also The decorations that make 
Christmas (p20), where 25 interiors 
pros tell us about their favourite 
ornaments – their treasures are 
magical, and super stylish!

We’ve also got hundreds of ways to save 
money and avoid stress 
this December. Find advice 
to cut the cost of your big 
shop (p108), over 150 gift 
ideas (p37), as well as hacks 
to make holiday hosting 
easy (p82). 

Elsewhere, we have a 
gorgeous living room 
makeover (p28) and 
three fab real homes
(from p51), all dressed 
for sparkle season. 
I love Jackie’s cosy 
cottage – she makes 

every room feel festive (p62). 
In our food pages this month, 

we have thrifty dishes for your 
feast (p89), recipes for all the big
dietary needs (p96) and easy 

bakes (p101), too. 
Enjoy, and 0HUU\�&KULVWPDV�

EDITOR’S LETTER

114
)HVWLYH��QGV�
yule�ORYH�

12

82

62

101

MEL SHERWOOD
EDITOR

20
Designers 
share their 
favourite decs

Steal our 
cover star’s 
VW\OH�

61

&



IN THIS ISSUE...

Bows and 
stripes make 
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Three delicious 
Christmas Day 
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room in the house with 
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at Gisela Graham 
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 Look out for our brilliant cover stories!

Steal Rachael’s 
festive style 
with these 

brilliant buys

68%6&5,%(�
	�6$9(
Sign up to our latest 
VXEVFULSWLRQ�R�HU�DQG�UHFHLYH�
D�ORYHO\�6RSKLH�$OOSRUW�PXJ��
<RXȆOO�JHW�HYHU\�FRS\�RI�Your 

Home delivered direct to 
your door at no extra cost, 
so you’ll never miss an issue. 
7XUQ�WR�SDJH����IRU�LQIRȏ

Top tips to 
make your 
guests feel 
welcome 

Jackie’s take 
on Christmas 
is calm and  

sophisticated

Decorate your 
own baubles 

with this 
genius hack

Our cover 
star Claire 

welcomes us 
into her home



Double your useable space with our sofabeds & daybeds

24 stores   futoncompany.co.uk   0345 609 4455



1 Baylis & Harding festive hand wash gingerbread house gift, £12.50, Boots
2 House scene oblong cushion, £12, Primark 3 Christmas decoration, 

£6.99, Homesense 4 Cotton Christmas Houses Blue double bedding set, 
£22, Argos 5 Townhouse tea light holder, £9.34, Søstrene Grene

6 Patisserie light-up house, £15, Matalan 7 Gingerbread house mug with 
lid, £4, B&M 8 Embellished Christmas tree decoration, £7.99, H&M Home  

9 Cath Kidston Christmas at home cushion, £35, John Lewis & Partners F
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TOWNHOUSE
TALES

Evoke the magical backdrop 
of a European Christmas 

market with these  
decorative delights

HOT LIST
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THIS MONTH WE LOVE

Primark
Get a high-end look 
without the price tag 
by picking up a few 
choice pieces from 
Primark’s extravagant 
new collection. These 
designs are absolutely 
covered in motif-of-
the-moment bows, 
and have the kind of 
attention to detail we 
usually expect from 
more high-end brands.

HOT FROM THE HIGH STREET

FOR  
STOCKISTS 

SEE pৰৰৱ Make the most of 
December with the 
best things to do, see 
and buy this month

THIS MONTH

Turn something discarded 
into something to treasure 
by displaying Talking Tables’ 
new cotton maché collection 
ŨăŎÿΨĿłăÝá�ΨƈáņáΨăğ÷áğăĦœņΨ
decorations are made from the 
fashion industry’s shredded 
waste cotton fabric in India, 
which is upcycled by local women 
into these darling designs.

WASTE NOT

Cotton maché 
ornaments,  

£20 for 4,  
Talking Tables

Tea towels,
£5 for 2

Tree side 
plate, £4

Gingerbread 
house plate,

£6

Dove stencil 
mug, £3.50

Fabric bow placemats, £3.50 each; 
bow dinner candle holders, £3 

each; bow coupe glasses, £7 each; 
scalloped edge bow side plates, 

£4.50 each, dinner plates, £6 each, 
cereal bowls, £4.50 each; small 

bow ramekin, £7; bow and stripe 
tablecloth, £10; bow table runner, 

£8; bow napkins, £5 for 2; bow pinch 
bowls, £5 for 3; bow coasters,  

£6 for 4, all Primark

Sofa 
switch up

Bring instant seasonal glam to 
your living room by switching up 
your cushions. Simply buy festive 
FRYHUV�WR��W�WKH�LQQHUV�\RX�DOUHDG\�

have. Take the opportunity to 
clean the regular covers, then 

fold away until you need 
to swap them back in 

January… 

Printed ‘Merry’ cushion cover 
in Beige and Red, £6.99; printed 

‘Christmas’ cushion cover in 
Red, £6.99; cushion cover set in 

Brown and striped, £6.99 for 2; 
SDSHU��U�WUHH�decorations, from 

£9.99 each, all H&M Home
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THIS MONTH WE LOVE

We’re reading…
Live Like Wes by Jessie Atkinson,  

e����*UHHQ�QFK

From the cottagecore cosiness of Fantastic 
Mr Fox to the perfect pastels of The Grand 

Budapest Hotel, this will help you bring home 
the unmistakable aesthetic of Wes Anderson.

We’re learning…
New skills with Hobbycraft

Get to grips with new techniques from the 
comfort of your own sofa with Hobbycraft’s 
online workshops. You’ll get to meet other 

crafters and have a kit delivered to your door. 
Head to classbento.co.uk/hobbycraft to book.

We’re visiting…
Manchester Christmas Markets

Visit from 7th Nov to 4th Jan to see this much-
loved event return to Albert Square. ‘We’re 

going all out this year to make Manchester the 
number one city for Christmas, not just in the 
UK, but the world!’ says councillor Pat Karney. F
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1. Pure cotton striped 
foliage double bedding

set, £29.50, M&S    
2. Ullerslev sheepskin

in Light Brown, 
£35, IKEA 3. Cotton 
carpenter apron, 

£39.99, Zara Home  
4. Old glass comports, 

from £16 each, RE  
5. Harlequin baubles, 
£20 for 10, John Lewis  

& Partners 

A WARM FRIENDSHIP
Treat yourself to a comforting 

companion from Warmies’ collab with 

Aardman Animations. They’ve turned 

Gromit, Feathers and Shaun the Sheep 

into cuddly toys that can be heated 

in the microwave to provide safe and 

snuggly comfort for hours.

Shop our

Shaun the Sheep and Gromit  
microwaveables, £29.99 each, Warmies

1

Here’s what our 
design expert, 

Hannah, wants to 
�QG�XQGHU�WKH�WUHH

STYLE  
EDITOR’S

Christmas 
list
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Christmas door mats are one 
of 2025’s biggest trends! Pick a 
design that matches your decs 

for a scheme that works,  
indoors and out.

A welcome trend

Natural Christmas 
Deck the Halls 
coir door mat,
from £14, Next
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MůŘŀĔðǑƞʅgŀšŀƪěĔ�ʅƪƖðĔŀţĴʅðƞʅ�šČðƞƞðĔůƖʅ�ƖƲŀƞěʅgŀţě�ʅðƖěʅȆţðţčŀðŘŘǑʅƓƖůƪěčƪěĔʅŀţʅðččůƖĔðţčěʅǋŀƪĻʅƪĻěʅ£ðčŕðĴěʅ»ƖðǊěŘʅðţĔʅgŀţŕěĔʅ�ƖƖðţĴěšěţƪƞʅ¦ěĴƲŘðƪŀůţƞʅȍȋȌȓɐ �ůƓǑƖŀĴĻƪʅȍȋȍȐɐ �šČðƞƞðĔůƖʅ
�ƖƲŀƞěʅMůŘŀĔðǑƞʅgŀšŀƪěĔʅŀƞʅðʅčůšƓðţǑʅƖěĴŀƞƪěƖěĔʅŀţʅ.ţĴŘðţĔʅðţĔʅÛðŘěƞɐʅ¦ěĴŀƞƪěƖěĔʅţƲšČěƖ"ʅȌȎȍȔȔȎȑȐɐ

USE CODE YHE5ʅE�¦ʅ�sʅ�%%R»R�s�gʅ5% BONUS DISCOUNT

Visit ambassadorcruiseline.com    Call 0808 258 7042

�ěƞƪʅÚðŘƲěʅĳůƖʅ

qůţěǑʅ&�čěðţɣ

�ěƞƪʅÂeʅqŀĔɮ®ŀǛěʅ

�ƖƲŀƞěƞʅ�ǊěƖðŘŘ

4.7/5

Service Rating   

ȓ�ȍȒȍʅ¦ěǊŀěǋƞ

»M. ʅÛ ʅ ʅ¦q. ®» ʅÛ. g��q. ʅ�» ʅ ® .�
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*HW�WKULIW\�ZLWK�RXU�&KULVWPDV��QGV�DQG�LGHDV�DQG�
HPEUDFH�WKH�VHDVRQ��ZKDWHYHU�\RXU�EXGJHW

Style & DECORATING

(QVXUH�\RXU�EDXEOHV�
FRRUGLQDWH�ZLWK�\RXU�GHFRU�
ȁ�DQG�XVH�XS�OHIWRYHU�WHVWHU�
SRWV�DW�WKH�VDPH�WLPH�ȁ�ZLWK�
WKLV�JHQLXV�SURMHFW��3LFN�XS�
VRPH�SODLQ�FHUDPLF�EDXEOHV�
IURP�+REE\FUDIW��\RX�FDQ�
JHW���IRU�e���DQG�JHW�FUHDWLYH��
7DNH�LQVSLUDWLRQ�IURP�ULEERQ�
GHVLJQV��VXFK�DV�JURVJUDLQ�
VWLWFKHV��WDUWDQ�SDWWHUQV�DQG�
FRTXHWWH�ULEERQ�PRWLIV��DQG�
SHUVRQDOLVH�\RXU�EDXEOHV�ZLWK�
LQLWLDOV�RU�GDWHV��2QFH�\RXȆYH�
�QLVKHG�SDLQWLQJ��KDQJ�WKHP�
WR�GU\�IURP�D�SLHFH�RI�VWULQJ��
5HPHPEHU�WR�UHSODFH�WKH�
VWDQGDUG�KDQJHU�ZLWK�SUHWW\�
ULEERQ�IRU�D�EHVSRNH�WRXFK�

TESTER POT 
BAUBLES

Contents
12 Step into Christmas…

5RRP�E\�URRP��RXU�SLFN�RI�

WKH�VHDVRQDO�GHFRU�WUHQGV

20 The decorations that make 

Christmas�,QWHULRU�GHVLJQHUV��

VW\OLVWV�DQG�WDVWHPDNHUV�VKDUH�

WKH�IHVWLYH��RXULVKHV�WKH\�

ZRXOGQȆW�EH�ZLWKRXW

28  ‘It’s sociable and perfect for 

festive celebrations’ 9LFN\�

7KRPDV�DQG�/XNH�0RUJDQ�

FUHDWHG�DQ�HOHJDQW�\HW�FRORXUIXO�

OLYLQJ�URRP�IRU�WKHLU�IDPLO\

32 Make your own beaded 

ornament *HW�9LFN\ȆV�ORRN�

ZLWK�D�KDQGPDGH�YHOYHW�KHDUW

3ODLQ�FHUDPLF�baubles�SDLQWHG�
LQ�6RPEUHUR��&RUOVEXG�&DQ\RQ��

*\SV\�/RYH�DQG�2UHJDQR��
DOO�e�����IRU�D�VDPSOH�SRW��

%HQMDPLQ�0RRUH



0DNH�D�VWXQQLQJ��UVW�LPSUHVVLRQ�ȁ�
DQG�FKHHU�XS�\RXU�SRVWLH�ȁ�ZLWK�D�
OX[XU\�ORRN�IRU�\RXU�GRRU�DQG�KDOO�

Put on the glitz this year with twinkling 

decorations that will light up the night! Metallics 

are always big this time of year but, for 2025, the 

trend is for a lustrous mix of subtle shimmer 

and standout sparkle. Put a twist on tradition by 

mixing metals – layer up silver, gold and copper 

öĦłΨ¾Ψłă×ÿΨáƂá×ŎΨŎÿ¾ŎΨŨăĘĘΨĞ¾ĔáΨŮĦœłΨņ×ÿáĞáΨĘĦĦĔΨ

even more opulent.

6ZDS�D�WUDGLWLRQDO�ZUHDWK�IRU�
D�OLJKW�XS�YHUVLRQ�DQG�FUHDWH�
D�JORZLQJ�GRRUVFDSH�WKDW�
you’ll love to come home to.

TruGlow waterproof outdoor 
candles, from £6.99 each; 
78cm cluster LED light ZUHDWK, 
£79.99; pre-lit snowy 60cm 
Christmas trees, £29.99 each; 
large Studley rattan stag & doe
OLJKW�XS�UHLQGHHU, £544.99 for 
2, all Lights4fun

Get to know this season’s four biggest trends, with easy ways 
to sprinkle the magic throughout your home…

Step into 

Sparkling
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For your tree

Give your space a designer look by creating 
asymmetrical botanical arrangements over mirrors 
DQG�SLFWXUH�IUDPHV��3ODFH�\RXU�SLHFHV�R	�FHQWUH��EXW�
EDODQFH�WKH�H	HFW�ZLWK�WDOO�GHFRUDWLRQV��

Cream and Gold nutcracker, £49.99; Gold mistletoe 
ERZO, £29.99; eucalyptus and matt Gold berry garland, 
£49.99; matt Gold berry bunch pick, £2.49; Cream and 
Gold treetop fairy, £16.99; candle in Gold pot with lid, 
£11.99; Silver glass star tea light holder, £3.99; clear
bauble with Gold glitter and pearl trellis, £3.99; two-tone 
Gold glittered glass bauble, £4.49; pale Gold sequin apple 
and pear decorations, £5.99 for 2; Silver brush tree, £6.99; 
Gold glitter brush tree, £8.99; Gold sparkling treetop star, 
£13.99, all Gisela Graham

'HFN�WKH�KDOO�ZLWK�D�
VKRZVWRSSLQJ�GLVSOD\��
Wrap several small 
garlands around each 
RWKHU�WR�SURGXFH�D�IXOO��
JHQHURXV�H	HFW�WKDW�
you can change up  
each year.

Kraft ZUDSSLQJ�SDSHU in 
Gold, £4; bauble and leaf 
garland in Champagne, 
£35; Etheridge accent 
chair in Manilla and 
Hay, £849; cotton velvet 
cushion in Green, £25,  
all John Lewis & Partners

Champagne pine cone 
& apple Christmas
ZUHDWK, £25.99, 

Homescapes

9ft pre-lit 
wonderland 

garland, 
£25, B&Q

Befästa 
lantern, 
£15, IKEA

Light up 
parcels in 

Rose Gold, £20 
for 3, B&M

/DUJH�DUWL�FLDO�
rustic VZDJ�

with bells, £39, 
Dunelm

Silver starry  
night door mat, 

£8.50, Matalan

Antique 
bell tree 

decoration, 
£1.99, 

Homebase

Gold princess  
carriage bauble,  

£9.95 for 3, 
        Melody Maison Canterbury mirrored 

Christmas star tree topper
in Antique Brass, £40, 

Garden Trading 
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Vintage 
indented pastel 
baubles, £10 for 
4, Sass & Belle

Green rattan decorative 
tray, £15, Habitat

Quilted cotton 
Christmas 

stocking, £45, 
TBCo

9LQWHU�QW�
candy 

cushion,  
£19, IKEA

Festive paper 
chain kit, £16,  
East End Press

Striped 
ceramic candle 
holders, £12.50 

for 2, M&S

Alpine hearts 
decoration, £6.99 

for 2, Gisela  
Graham

Paper 
Christmas 

decorations in 
Red stripe, £9.99 
for 6, H&M Home

Make your present pile even more exciting! Use patterned and 
plain wrap in nostalgic colours that match your favourite decs.

Polysilk bauble garland, £15; Brunswick spruce unlit Christmas tree, 
from £150; Harlequin baubles, £20 for 10; 1,000 compact LED Warm 
White lights, £45; beaded moon bauble, £8; juggler mouse bauble, 
£10; geometric drop multi bauble, £10; silk ball with tassel bauble in 
Red, £6; dancing mice bauble, £10; Harlequin wrapping paper, £4; 
simple star Gold foiled wrapping paper, £4; Kraft wrapping paper 
in Red, £4; Santa on horse gift bag, £4, all John Lewis & Partners

Take care of heirloom or 
fragile decorations by 
displaying them in bowls, 
rather than on your tree.

Bird bauble, £2.98; yarn 
ornament, £3.43; gingerbread 
house bauble, £2.98; Green 
embroidered heart decoration, 
£3.28, baguette ornament, 
£2.98; croissant bauble, £2.98; 
strawberry bauble, £2.98; 
mitten ornament, £2.98; glitter 
bauble, £2.08; van ornament, 
£2.98, all Søstrene Grene Quilted 

festive 
throw, £24, 

Primark



Festive
Cuddle up with a 
whimsical look that’s 
packed with homespun 
charm and cosy 
traditional details

Celebrate the atmosphere of 

Christmases past by decorating 

with this richly nostalgic scheme. 

Create this look at home with a 

mismatched collection of perfectly 

imperfect pieces - you probably 

have the ideal array in the attic! 

Then, add to your selection with 

striped baubles in red, green and 

white. Use this trending pattern to 

bring a much-loved look up to date.

Make yourself comfortable with cosy soft furnishings paired with woolly pom poms and embroidered decorations. 

Bobbin candlestick holders, £5; pom pom baubles, £6 for 4; stripe baubles in Red and Cream, £7 for 4; pom pom wreath, £18; 
wooden nutcracker, £10; star cushion, £10; Green Christmas printed slogan cushion, £8; Green checked throw, £15; Christmas 

chequerboard cushion, £10; brushed check cushion, £10; throw, £15, all George Home



Evening
Lean into seasonal darkness 

to create a deeply dramatic 
atmosphere that’s perfect for 
intimate dinners

Rethink long and dreary winter nights – 

they’re actually spot-on backdrops for a 

sophisticated look. This trend is the ‘Little 

Black Dress’ of decorating this year. Its chic, 

elegant, and surprisingly easy. Build your 

scheme around a palette of black and white, 

but add in hints of rich purple and forest 

green to provide an extra sense of occasion.

Get your Christmas table 
glowing with light-up 
decorations. Use a mixture of 
candles, fairy lights and LED 
baubles for a layered look.

Cream LED present decoration, 
£5; Black LED present decoration, 
£5; large Black tree, £12.50; LED 
lantern tree, £38; confetti wine 
glasses, £6 each; Black house 
tea light holder, £6; mono stripe 
dinner plate, £3.50; mono stripe 
side plate, £3.50; mono bauble, 
£3, all Matalan
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Elevate your table with an 
assortment of cake stands. You can 
use them for more than just sweet 
treats – artistically arrange cheese, 
crackers, and even pots of sauce.

Dinner candle holders, £5 each; dinner 
candles in Gold, £6 for 4; textured 
12-piece dinner set, £70; marble cake 
stand, £69, all M&S X Kelly Hoppen 

Reuse classic white crockery 
for a simple yet captivating 
tablescape. Pair with a dark 
tablecloth for rich contrast.

Metallic-rim scalloped-edge dinner 
plate, £3.50, cereal bowl, £2.50; 
Gold bow crackers, £8; ripple Gold-
rim wine glasses, £7 for 2; Green 
velvet bows, £3 for 6; tea light 
holder on wooden stand,  
£8, all B&M

Diamante bow 
Christmas tree 
topper, £3.99, 

Home Bargains

Black and 
White stripey 
bow baubles, 
£14 for 6, Next

Stripe and 
tree Christmas 

baubles, £12.99 
for 4, Very

Clio beaded garland
in Champagne, £27,  

Curated Living

Premium 
diamond-shaped 

Christmas 
crackers, £8 for 6, 
George Home

Benedita stoneware 
bow salt and pepper 
shakers in Black, £22, 

Anthropologie

The Edit 
cut-glass 

decanter, 
£14, 

Primark

Cutlery set, £12 for 8 pieces, 
Flying Tiger Copenhagen

Picardie glass tumblers in 
Plum, £13.99 for 4, Rinkit



Jolly
Sweeten up your kids’ rooms with 
a playful cast of characters and 
 pick ‘n’ mix motifs 

Indulge in festive excess with a riot of colour, 

texture and themes. This clashing combo 

creates an immersive wonderland that’s simply 

bursting with surprises. Keep the balance by 

using pink and teal as your key tones, but let 

your imagination run free. Place traditional 

nutcrackers next to balloon sausage dogs, pop bow 

ties on dinosaurs – there’s really no limit to the fun!

Position your tree and arrange the 

branches. If your tree is real, let it 

settle for an hour so the branches 

drop to their natural shape. If it’s 

faux, separate and splay each branch.

If you don’t have a tree skirt, you can 

be creative – I often wrap empty boxes 

and arrange them to hide the base. 

I just need to remember not to hand 

them out on Christmas morning!

Aim for 100 lights for every 1ft  

of your tree. Plug in the lights to 

ensure they work. Begin at the 

bottom of the trunk and work 

towards the tips of the branches, 

then back again. Repeat this motion, 

moving slowly up and around the 

tree. Step back every now and again 

to check your progress. 

If you feel the tree is looking a bit 

thin, add in extra foliage and berries 

now. Before you start adding the rest 

of your decorations, put your topper 

on. It’s much easier to do it now, 

before the tree is full. 

Then, hang your baubles – I always 

ņŎ¾łŎΨ¾ŎΨŎÿáΨŎĦĿ�Ψ ăƂáłáğŎͺņăŶáÝΨ

decorations will add interest, so mix 

œĿΨŎÿáΨņăŶáņΨ¾łĦœğÝΨŎÿáΨŎłáá�Ψ ĦğΉŎΨ

only hang decorations on the ends of 

branches, push them further into the 

tree to give extra depth.

Set the scene for bedtime with 
a storybook-themed tree. Find 

baubles that reference your 
favourite tales, from white rabbits 
to ruby slippers, and you’ll create  

a theme for magical dreams.

Multicoloured mirror ball bauble, 
£3.99; Rainbow ribbed shiny 

glass olive, £4.99; bauble with 
multicoloured stars, £3.49; 

PXOWLFRORXU�SDLQWHG�JODVV��QLDO�dec, 
£23.99 for 4; resin White rabbit 

decoration, £9.99; playing card men 
resin decorations, £19.99 for 2; fabric 

star shelf sitter, £4.99; nutcracker 
story musical dome, £39.99,  

all Gisela Graham 

Decorate your tree 
like a pro!

Make sure your tree 

looks its best with 

Gisela Graham’s 

secrets for perfect 

tree styling
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For your tree

Sophie 
Robinson 

Quinn cotton 
maché 

bauble, £3, 
Dunelm

Mouse 
with present 
decoration, 

£5, B&Q

Dog with 
sequins 

ornament, 
£2.50, 

Flying Tiger 
Copenhagen

Put a smile on your scheme 
with cuddly friends embodying 
festive favourites. 

Merry & Bright bauble 
wreath, £10; plush tree 
decorations, £2.50 each; cup 
tree decorations, £3.50 for 3; 
nutcracker baubles, £2.50 for 4; 
presents tree decorations, £3.50 
for 3, all B&M

Make it magical by letting your 
child decorate their own tree. It’ll 
give them a sense of ownership 
over the space and (hopefully) 
they’ll be encouraged to keep their 
rooms tidy for the holiday period!

Assorted ‘It’s Christmas’ baubles,  
from £2.99; Jolly Santa stocking,  
£9.99; Festive-val crimbo cushion, 
£24.99; candy cane cushion, £14.99,  
all Dobbies

Felt star 
garland, £6, 

Habitat

Reindeer 
sack, £5.99, 

Home 
Bargains

Penguin-
shaped 

mug, £3.50, 
George 
Home

Christmas 
tree LED  

neon sign, 
£19.99,  

The Range

Letter to 
Santa bedding 
set in Cream, 
from £11 for a 
toddler’s bed, 

Argos
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We asked 25 interior designers, stylists and tastemakers to 
unwrap the festive pieces that they never celebrate without

The decorations that 

mak     e Christmas

T 
he magic of Christmas is in 

the familiarity, the ritual and 

routine. So, while we love talking 

about the latest trends and hottest new 

looks, we know that part of the joy of 

decorating is rediscovering the pieces 

you’ve packed away. Whether it’s a set of 

elegant icicles, or a glitter-covered pine 

cone brought home by your child from 

nursery, each piece has its own special 

story. We chatted to 25 of our favourite 

stylish people to get to know which 

decorations they love to unpack.
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Molly Mahon

Ravishing
ribbons

‘My go-to decorations are 
always the ones that feel 

joyful and handmade. I love 
bright, colourful ribbons 
and the way block-print 

patterns add such charm to 
a festive table or wrapped 

gift. Natural foliage is 
another essential for me. 
,��QG�EULQJLQJ�JUHHQHU\�
inside makes everything 

feel fresh and alive. These 
simple touches create 
a home that feels both 

welcoming and celebratory, 
�OOHG�ZLWK�FRORXU��ZDUPWK�
and a bit of playful spirit.’ 

Molly is a printmaker, textile 
designer and founder of 

interior band Molly Mahon

Anna Campbell-Jones

Recycled paper chains
‘I love to reuse decorations year after year, 

mixing them up in fresh ways, depending on 
my mood. If a beloved bauble doesn’t feel quite 

right for the tree this year, I’ll tuck it into a leafy 
garland over my old family portraits instead. I 

always like to decorate my old Chopper bike for 
a bit of fun, too. But my favourite pieces are the 
FRORXUIXO�SDSHU�FKDLQV�,�PDGH�ZLWK�R�FXWV�IURP�

homemade cards some 15 years ago. Draped 
across my hallway, they create a bold, cheerful 
statement and a wonderfully festive welcome.’

Anna is an interior designer, retailer and a TV 
presenter on Scotland’s Home of the Year 

Annie Sloan

Painted 
 candlesticks 

‘One of my favourite traditions is 
turning unwanted glass bottles into 
colourful Christmas candleholders 

with chalk paint. Start by cleaning and 
drying bottles and removing any labels. 

Paint two base coats in your chosen 
colour – no priming needed. Once dry, 
decorate with patterns using a bright 

or muted palette, or classic red and 
green. This year, I’ve drawn inspiration 

from Matisse’s bold cut-out shapes. 
)RU�D��QDO��RXULVK��RXWOLQH�GHVLJQV�RU�

add details with metallic paint in gold. 
It’s a fun project for children too, and 
WKH��QLVKHG�ERWWOHV�ORRN�VWULNLQJ�ZLWK�
YLEUDQW�FDQGOHV�RQ�D��UHSODFH�Ȇ

Annie is an artist, inventor  

Shocking Pink 20mm satin 

Burgundy bows,  
£5 for 6, Sainsbury’s

A peek 
into Anna’s 
colourful 
Christmas

Chalk paint in 
Tyrian Plum, Frida 
Blue, Capri Pink, 
Arles, Antibes 
Green, Florence 
and Original, all 
from £7.95 for 
120ml; Metallic 
traditional gold 
paint, £12.95,  
all Annie Sloan

Wrapping paper from 
Molly’s block-printing kits,  
from £38.50, Molly Mahon 

Meri Meri X 
Liberty paper

chains set, 
£20,  

Meri Meri
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Lucy Gough

ȅ,ȆYH�EHHQ�XVLQJ�WKHVH�JRUJHRXV��RYHUVL]HG��RZHU�SLFNV�
from Balsam Hill for years, and they remain one of my 
favourite Christmas decorations. Essentially, they’re 
IDX[��RZHU�KHDGV�DWWDFKHG�WR�ORQJ�VWHPV��ZKLFK�PDNHV�
them incredibly easy to work with. Each year, I unpack 

them with joy and layer them through the branches 
of my tree – no hooks or pins needed. They instantly 

elevate the look. I own around 20 and, while they were 
an investment, they’ll last decades.’

Lucy is an interior stylist and art director,  
follow her on Instagram @style_by_lucy

Gisela Graham

Shooting stars
‘After spending the entire year working on 
Christmas, I’m always very excited when 
'HFHPEHU��QDOO\�DUULYHV�DQG�,�FDQ�GHFRUDWH�
my own home. Every year I add a new star, 
and this year it will be one of our beautiful, 

patterned tin ones. Straw stars were the very 
�UVW�GHFRUDWLRQ�,�PDGH�DV�D�FKLOG�ZLWK�P\�

mother, so the tradition is strong for me. Plus, 
they’re wonderfully versatile, and can be hung 

anywhere, from the tree to door handles, and in 
every room of the house. Once the stars are up, 

it feels like Christmas!’

Gisela is the creative director  
and founder of Gisela Graham

Sophie Robinson

Colourful paper balls
ȅ(YHU\�&KULVWPDV��,��QG�VXFK�MR\�LQ�XQSDFNLQJ�P\�ER[�
of decorations – it feels like greeting old friends. I’ve 
always loved paper decorations, especially the large 

colourful fold-out stars and balls. They’re lightweight, 
easy to pack away, and create such fabulous visual 

impact. Over the years I’ve gathered an eclectic mix of 
pieces, each with its own story, and I adore how they all 
come together in a scheme that’s completely personal. 

For me, Christmas decorating is about tradition, 
nostalgia, and adding joyful bursts of colour.’ 

Sophie is an interior designer, colour expert and  
TV presenter. Follow her on Instagram  

@sophierobinsoninteriors

Emily Henson

Story-telling
ornaments 

‘My favourite Christmas 
trees are the ones that are 
a little bit chaotic, dripping 
with too many ornaments, 
a mix of tasteful and tacky, 

telling a story of a life, 
rather than a perfectly 

coordinated colour scheme. 
Mine is always a multi-
coloured mix of old and 
new decorations, some 

made years ago by my (now 
grown) children, vintage 
bought for photoshoots 

and added to my own 
stash, and a few handmade 

from workshops I’ve 
hosted. My tree has been 
small in recent years due 
to a renovation, but the 

decorations with memories 
attached always come out 

of the box.’
Emily is an interior stylist, 

designer and author at 
emilyhensonstudio.com

Star from 
holly heart, 
tree and 
star hanging 
decoration 
set, £10.49 
for 3, Gisela 
Graham

Navy velvet 
magnolia
with glitter 
edge, £2.99, 
Whittingtons

Magnolia
Christmas tree 

picks, £129 for 
12, Balsam Hill

Prism stripe paper trees, 
£16 for 3; paper balls, 
£22 for 5, both Sophie 

Robinson at Dunelm

7

Vintage 
long indented 

baubles, £13 for 
3, Sass & Belle

Emily’s 
memory-
�OOHG�
tree
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Emma Bridgewater 

Special
dinnerware

‘To make the table look beautiful 
DW�&KULVWPDV��,�GR�DV�P\�PXP�DQG�
P\�JUDQGPRWKHUV�GLG��ZKLFK�LV�WR�
EULQJ�RXW�WKH�VSHFLDO�FKLQD��VXFK�

as a well-loved platter for the 
WXUNH\��DQG�D�GHGLFDWHG�GLVK�IRU�
WKH�SXGGLQJ��,W�GRHVQȆW�QHHG�WR�
EH�WKH�ZKROH�WDEOH��MXVW�D�IHZ�NH\�
SLHFHV��7KLV�\HDU��ZHȆYH�ODXQFKHG�

a striking collection featuring 
DPDU\OOLV��ZKLFK�V\PEROLVHV�
beauty and love – perfect for 

&KULVWPDV�GHFRUDWLQJ��,ȆP�ORRNLQJ�
forward to mixing the new platter 
LQ�ZLWK�P\�YLQWDJH�GLVKHV�Ȇ

Emma is a ceramic designer and 
founder of Emma Bridgewater

+D]HO�*DUGLQHU

Natural style
ȅ6WRUHG�E\�FRORXU��LQ�WRQHV�WKDW�PDWFK�P\�
KRPH��P\�FROOHFWLRQ�RI�GHFRUDWLRQV�LV�HYHU�

HYROYLQJ��*DWKHUHG�RYHU�GHFDGHV��WKH\�LQFOXGH�
FKLOGKRRG�KHLUORRPV��YLQWDJH�WUHDVXUHV�
DQG�KDQGPDGH�ERZV��XVLQJ�99�5RXOHDX[�
YHOYHW�DQG�PDUEOHG�EDXEOHV��HDFK�ZLWK�D�
VWRU\��$V�D�VXVWDLQDEOH��RUDO�GHVLJQHU��,�
JUDYLWDWH�WRZDUGV�QDWXUDO�PDWHULDOV��VXFK�
DV�SDSHU��ZRRG��GULHG�IUXLW�DQG�SLQH�FRQHV��
DOO�FHOHEUDWLQJ�QDWXUHȆV�TXLHW�EHDXW\��DQG�
HFKRLQJ�P\�ORYH�RI�VHDVRQDO�FUDIW�Ȇ

Hazel is a botanical artist, broadcaster and 
IRXQGHU�RI��RULVWU\�VWXGLR�+D]HO�*DUGLQHU�'HVLJQ

Eleanor Bowmer

Santa’s treat 
 ‘Christmas for us is all about 

those little traditions that 
PDNH�WKH�VHDVRQ�VR�PDJLFDO��
(YHU\�\HDU��WKH�NLGV�DQG�
I decorate the tree with 

personalised baubles – this 
\HDU��ZHȆOO�EH�KDQJLQJ�RXU�
QHZ�DOSKDEHW�RUQDPHQWV��
ZKLFK�IHHOV�VR�VSHFLDO��%XW�

my favourite moment has to 
EH�&KULVWPDV�(YH��ZKHQ�ZH�

set out the Santa treat plate 
WRJHWKHU��$�PLQFH�SLH��D�

JODVV�RI�PLON�DQG��RI�FRXUVH��
a carrot for the reindeer – 
LWȆV�WKH�NLQG�RI�ULWXDO�WKDW�
makes the magic feel real 

for the little ones and brings 
XV�DOO�VR�PXFK�MR\�Ȇ

Eleanor is an artist and 
designer, and founder of 

interior brand Eleanor Bowmer

Christmas 
decoration 
sewing kit, £17, 
Clara Create

+D]HOȆV�
tree full of 
childhood 
treasures

Luxury marbled 
Christmas 
bauble, £29, 
Webb & Gray

Dark 
amaryllis 
striped velvet 
ribbon, from 
£3.95 per m, 
VV Rouleaux
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 Amaryllis 
platter, £70, 
medium jar 

vase, £85, 
both Emma 

Bridgewater

Big Nick Christmas 
Eve plate, £25, 

Eleanor Bowmer

6X]\�6DQNH\�

Home-sewn decorations
ȅ,Q�RXU�KRXVH��&KULVWPDV�GHFRUDWLRQV�PHDQ�FRORXU��FKDRV�
and fun! I have lots of decorations passed down from my 
PXP�DQG�KHU�SDUHQWV��LQFOXGLQJ�YLQWDJH�JODVV�EDXEOHV��
ZLWK�D�EDOOHULQD�EHLQJ�P\�IDYRXULWH��,�ORYH�KDYLQJ�QR�
VSHFL�F�WKHPH�DV�LW�PHDQV�ZH�FDQ�DGG�DQ\�GHFRUDWLRQ�
ZH�OLNH��,�VHZ�WKHVH�&KULVWPDV�WUHHV�HYHU\�\HDU�DQG�KDQJ�

them on presents as gift tags so that people can use 
WKHP�RQ�WKH�WUHH��,�KDYH�D�IXOO�JDUODQG�RI�WKHP�WKDW�KDQJV�

RYHU�RXU�PDQWHOSLHFH�Ȇ

6X]\�ZDV�D�VHPL��QDOLVW�RQ�The Great British Sewing Bee.  
You can follow her on Instagram @suzysankeystudio

6X]\ȆV�
handmade 
Christmas 
trees
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Kirstie Duhig 

Felted mouse
‘I love our little Christmas mouse! My 

daughter made him from a needle felting 
NLW�VKH�ZDV�JLYHQ�DERXW��YH�\HDUV�DJR�DQG��
VLQFH�WKHQ��LWȆV�EHFRPH�D�WUDGLWLRQ�WR�PDNH�
KLP�D�QHZ�RXW�W�HDFK�&KULVWPDV��+HȆV�KDG�D�
little felt waistcoat and various knitted and 
FURFKHWHG�VFDUYHV�DQG�KDWV�RYHU�WKH�\HDUV��+H�

gets the best branch on our Christmas tree 
and guests always comment on how cute he 
LV��,�WKLQN�KLV�VOLJKW�ZRQNLQHVV�RQO\�DGGV�WR�

KLV�FKDUP�Ȇ

Kirstie is the editor of our sister title,  
HomeStyle magazine

/HRPD�+DUSHU�

Timeless touches 
 ‘My go-to Christmas decorations are a mix 
of timeless and natural touches that bring 
ZDUPWK�DQG�FKDUDFWHU�LQWR�RXU�KRPH��,�ORYH�
OD\HULQJ�JUHHQHU\��ZKHWKHU�IUHVK�IROLDJH�RU�
IDX[�JDUODQGV��ZLWK�SOHQW\�RI�WZLQNOLQJ�IDLU\�
OLJKWV�WR�FUHDWH�D�FRV\��PDJLFDO�JORZ��%UDVV�

DFFHQWV��YLQWDJH�EDXEOHV�DQG�KDQGPDGH�GHWDLOV�
DGG�GHSWK�DQG�SHUVRQDOLW\��ZKLOH�FDQGOHV�EULQJ�
WKDW�VRIW��LQYLWLQJ�DWPRVSKHUH��,�ORYH�FUHDWLQJ�D�
IHVWLYH�ORRN�WKDW�IHHOV�H�RUWOHVV��ZHOFRPLQJ�DQG�

IXOO�RI�FKDUP�Ȇ

Leoma is an interior stylist. Check out her work  
on Instagram @interiorsbyleomaharper and  

@styletheclutter

5LFKDUG�2Ȇ*RUPDQ

Sparkling
fringe

‘My favourite decoration 
is a pink and red fringe 
garland I bought from 

0HUL�0HUL�DERXW��YH�\HDUV�
DJR�ȁ�LWȆV�VR�VSHFLDO�DQG�
WKH�FRORXU�FRPER�LV�MXVW�
right! I initially bought it 
to use instead of tinsel 
RQ�P\�WUHH��DQG�LW�ORRNHG�
LQFUHGLEOH��,Q�VXEVHTXHQW�

years it has functioned 
DV�D�VKHOI�JDUODQG��

PDQWHOSLHFH�GHFRUDWLRQ��
and a dramatic scarf for 

festive lip-syncs! Pink and 
red is such a sexy colour 
FRPER��EXW�LW�OHQGV�LWVHOI�
so perfectly to Christmas 

– particularly balanced 
against the green of a real 
Christmas tree! It makes 

every set up feel instantly 
FRRO��	�VSDUNO\���Ȇ

Richard is a mural artist and 
content creator. Peek inside 
his multicoloured home on  
Instagram @househomo

Miniature stars string lights, 
£12.50, Cox & Cox

/HRPDȆV�IHVWLYH�
table setting

5LFKDUGȆV�
colour 
clashing 
garland 
is perfect 
for his 
maximalist 
home

Pink tinsel 
fringe garland, 
£19.50, Meri Meri

December 2025  23

Winter sports mice duo 
mini needle felt kit, 

£9.50, Just Fabrics

.LUVWLHȆV�
needle-

felted 
mouse
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Greg Penn

Gorgeous garland
‘I make a garland every year! I’m sure it’s 
not the prettiest thing in the world but, 
much like yours truly, it’s very wild and 
woolly! It starts with me in the garden 
cutting down lots of foliage, then I add 

them to a chicken wire base (a great 
DOWHUQDWLYH�WR��RULVWU\�IRDP��RYHU�WKH�
�UHSODFH�XQWLO�WKH�PDUEOH�LV�VHHPLQJO\�

groaning with the weight. I love the 
ZD\�WKH�VFHQW��OOV�WKH�URRP��DQG�KRZ�LW�
brings the outdoors inside. It eventually 
goes a bit crispy, and things usually start 
falling from it, but I’m always surprised 

by how well it holds up – despite the 
wood burner being lit every night. The 
festive period usually starts early for 

me, though I do try and leave this special 
task as late as possible – it doesn’t really 

feel like Christmas until it’s done!’

Greg is currently restoring his 30-room 
Georgian home. Follow his progress on 

Instagram @manwithahammer

Michelle Ogundehin

Tiny treasures
‘Every year it has to be a 7ft real tree 
– I love the scent and even sweeping 

the needles! I decorate it with a 
growing collection of baubles with 
history, everything from my son’s 
�UVW�KDQGSULQW�WR�DQ�DQFLHQW�DQJHO��
It’s become a tradition to add a new 

pair of baubles to it every year, so 
we now have quite an impressive 

collection. They’re roughly themed in 
clear glass, white or gold. It’s become 
more of a symbolic memory tree than 

festive for us, full of stories.’

Michelle is a writer, TV presenter and 
founder of happyinsidersclub.circle.so

Sophie Allport

Fireplace
stockings  
‘For me, Christmas is  
all about those little 
traditions we come 
back to every year. I 

love hanging stockings 
E\�WKH��UHSODFH�DQG�

bringing out the same 
decorations that hold 

so many memories. Our 
tree is always dressed 
in a mix of ornaments, 

bows and pieces my 
children picked out 

when they were little, 
which makes it feel 
personal. I’ll usually 
add some greenery 

from the garden, 
too, which brings the 
outdoors in and ties 

everything together.’

Sophie is a homeware 
designer and founder of 

Sophie Allport

Greg’s 
botanical 
display 
changes 
every year

Baby hand or 
footprint clay 
moulding kit,  
£9.99, The Lovely  
Keepsake Company

Christmas
stocking, 

£7.55, 
Søstrene 
Grene

Cosy Christmas
stocking, £23, 
Sophie Allport

Chevron 
Christmas 

stocking, £5, 
B&M



FESTIVE STYLING IDEAS

Whinnie Williams

Retro paper decorations
‘For a nostalgic hit of festive fun, I always turn 

to paper decorations. They’re easy to hang, 
can be recyclable, and have a real vintage vibe. 

I’ll reuse store-bought ones, but also make 
new ones each year with my family during a 
‘crafternoon’, as I love how paper chains add 

a sentimental touch. Since paper garlands 
concertina down, I store a range to suit any 

theme. This year, I’m embracing ‘retromaxxing’, 
with 1950s ice cream parlour shades of tutti 

frutti blue and bubblegum pink.’

Whinnie is an interior designer  
and co-founder of Poodle & Blonde

Laurie Davidson

Vintage baubles 
‘I have some beautiful bronze glass baubles that I 

bought years ago from a vintage shop. I use them most 
years, but tend to change the colours around them. Last 

year I went with copper and browns, the year before 
I paired them with rich red. They’re super heavy and 
I love the patina on them. I always take care to wrap 

them properly at the end of the season.’

Laurie is a writer, editorial stylist and workshop 
tutor. Keep up to date on her work with fellow 

stylist, Aurélien Farjon, on Instagram  
@stylemakerspresent

Sophie Warren-Smith

Welcoming wreath
ȅ$V�D��RUDO�DUWLVW�IRU�ZHGGLQJV��,�DEVROXWHO\�KDYH�WR�PDNH�
myself a wreath every Christmas! The problem I have is 
deciding what to do – bold and bright? Pared back and 

foliage only? I tend to end up creating one that feels right 
for me as I’m making it, with the plants that look best 

that year. I always start the traditional way, with a base 
made from moss that’s tied onto a frame with string. Then 
,�DGG�IROLDJH��OLNH�SLQH���U�DQG�HXFDO\SWXV��LQ�EXQFKHV��

Sometimes this can be enough, other years I might decide 
WR�DGG�SLQH�FRQHV��ZD[��RZHU��GULHG�IHUQ��LY\�DQG�PD\EH�

some berries for a joyful burst of colour.’

Sophie is an editorial stylist and creative director  
RI��RUDO�GHVLJQ�VWXGLR�#�RZHUV�LQVLGH�P\�KHDG

Sophie’s 
handmade 

wreaths 
always have 

a distinct 
character

Konara 
Gold crackle  
baubles, £28 
for 4, Nkuku

Mel Sherwood

Magical wall tree
‘In December 2023, we’d just 

welcomed a mischievous puppy, so a 
traditional Christmas tree was out of 

the question – our vet bills didn’t need 
the boost! Instead, I hung a sparkling 

light-up tree on the wall and, to my 
surprise, it was pure magic. The glow 
�OOHG�WKH�URRP�ZLWK�ZDUPWK��DQG�,�

didn’t miss a ‘real’ tree at all, except 
for the aroma, so I added a pine-

VFHQWHG�GL�XVHU��1RZ�WKDW�ZHȆUH�EDFN�
to our big tree, this twinkling number 
still shines each year – last Christmas 

it looked especially gorgeous 
brightening up our landing.’

Mel is the editor of Your Home magazine

Tissue paper 
garland 
hanging 

decoration, 
£4.99, 

Ginger Ray

Mel’s 
very own 
light-up 
wall tree

Mischievous 
pup, Lyra

1.8m dual 
colour 
LED 2D 
Christmas 
tree and 
star wall 
light, 
£29.99, 
Lights4fun
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Pippa Jameson

DIY snowmen
‘My favourite Christmas decoration is a 

homemade one that any DIY enthusiast can 
recreate – snowmen made from logs! It’s simply 
three cuts of horizontal logs screwed together 

with drill holes for twig arms and a carrot nose, 
�QLVKHG�ZLWK�D�VKRUW�ORJ�WR�FRPSOHWH�WKH�EREEOH�

hat. We leave them outside, dusted with fake 
snow, even now that my girls are grown. They’re 
PHDQLQJIXO�WR�XV�EHFDXVH�WKH\ȆUH�KDQGPDGH��

SOXV�WKH\ȆUH�LQFUHGLEO\�FXWH�ȁ�DQG�
I’m a sucker for Christmas!’

Pippa is an interior stylist, author  
and founder of thesensoryhome.com

Jordan Cluroe and 
Russell Whitehead

Porcelain
doves

‘We have a collection of white 
porcelain decorations for our 
WUHH��EXW�RXU�IDYRXULWHV�DUH�
two white turtle doves that 
we got in New York – they’re 
exactly the same ones from 
the Home Alone movie! We 

always look forward to getting 
them out again each year.’

Jordan and Russell are  
the creative duo  

behind 2lgstudio.com

+DQQDK�7ULEH

Origami stars
ȅ(DFK�\HDU��WKH�FDUGERDUG�
ER[�WKDW�FRQWDLQV�P\�
RULJDPL�VWDUV�LV�WKH��UVW�
RQH�,�ORRN�IRU��EXW�WKH�ODVW�
RQH�,�XQSDFN��,ȆYH�EHHQ�
EXLOGLQJ�P\�FROOHFWLRQ�IRU�
DURXQG��YH�\HDUV��PDNLQJ�D�
few more every Christmas. 
I sometimes get my family 
involved too; it’s a lovely 
mindful craft to do in the 
dark evenings. The stars 
DUH�TXLWH��GGO\�WR�IROG��

so each one ends up with 
its own personality. I’ve 

strung each one with gold 
HPEURLGHU\�WKUHDG�WR�WXUQ�
them into multi-purpose 
GHFRUDWLRQV��7KH\ȆYH�EHHQ�
KXQJ�RQ�GRRUNQREV�DQG�
XVHG�DV�JLIW�WDJV��EXW�WKH\�

always add the perfect 
�QLVKLQJ�WRXFK�WR�P\�WUHH�Ȇ�

Hannah is the style editor of 
Your Home magazine

Sarah Twigg Doyle 

Christmas village
‘Unwrapping my little collection 

of Christmas houses never fails 
to get me in the festive spirit. Their 
twinkly windows add the perfect glow, and I 

usually display them together, creating a little 
Christmas village. Last year, I invested in some 

really good-quality remote control-operated 
EDWWHU\�/('�WHD�OLJKWV��WR�DYRLG�WKH�ULVN�RI�QDNHG�
�DPHV�DURXQG�IROLDJH�JDUODQGV��)RU�WKH�SDVW�

few years, after the festive period is over, I’ve 
UHPRYHG�WKH�JUHHQHU\�EXW�NHSW�WKH�KRXVHV�

displayed for the rest of winter. After all, we 
need a little extra magic in our lives in the 

darker months.’

Sarah is an interior and brand stylist, designer,  
and colour consultant at retwiggd.ie

Paper 
stars add 
colour to 
Hannah’s 

traditional 
tree

Origami star garland 
kit, £14.50,  
Cambridge  

Imprint

Matt White 
ceramic 

house tea 
light holders
with cut-out 

windows and 
door, from 
£20, Click 

Style

Sarah’s 
decorative 
mantel

Large handmade log
snowman decorations, £39.99 
each, Oscars Cave on Etsy

2LG’s tree is 
packed with 
porcelain 
treasures

Authentic replica Home 

Alone doves, £13.06 for 2, 
John Perry Studio Store  

on Etsy
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ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE

 A kitchen upgrade doesn’t need to be 
complicated when you have expert help

Time to redesign?

T
he kitchen is the hardest-working 

room. It’s where you cook and eat, 

work, entertain, and it’s where 

homework gets done. With so much 

going on, a redesign can feel daunting. 

Enter Howdens, the UK’s number one 

trade kitchen supplier.

Your kitchen, sorted!
Once you decide to upgrade, questions 

arise. How do you make the most of the 

space? Which style? What colour? How 

ūĆěě�Ćő�Áěě�ƈő��#ĩĢΎő�ĂĆő�őĂä�łÁĢĆÚ�ÙŖőőĩĢ��

Inspiration is close at hand.

;ĆŅŉő͡�ƈĢà�Á�őŅŖŉőäà�ěĩÚÁě�őŅÁàäŉłäŅŉĩĢ�

to understand what’s possible. Then 

ĂäÁà�őĩ�űĩŖŅ�ěĩÚÁě�DĩūàäĢŉ�#äłĩő�ĩŅ�

Expo showroom, or try the Kitchen Style 

Finder online. With kitchens ranging 

from best-on-budget to luxury, you’ll 

ƈĢà�łěäĢőű�ĩù�ÚĂĩĆÚä͠�aäŰő͡�DĩūàäĢŉΎ�

free design service takes over. After a 

home visit, your expert designer will 

ÚŅäÁőä�Á�̡ #�łěÁĢ�őÁĆěĩŅäà�őĩ�űĩŖŅ�ěĆùäŉőűěä͡�

space  and budget. That’s exactly what 

content creator Cheryl did when she 

decided to replace her family’s 20-year-

ĩěà�ėĆőÚĂäĢ͠�%#äŉĆúĢĆĢú�Á�ėĆőÚĂäĢ�őĂÁő�

ūĩŅėŉ�Ćŉ�ŅäÁěěű�ĂÁŅà�Ύ�ŉĂä�ŉÁűŉ͠�%H�ūÁĢőäà�

a breakfast cupboard, a full-size fridge-

freezer, and a clean, uncluttered look. 

&Ăä�ěÁŅàäŅŉ�ūäŅä�Áěŉĩ�Á�ġŖŉő(ĂÁŪä�Ύ

Cheryl chose Frome, Howdens’ newest 

and most contemporary Shaker kitchen. 

Its narrow frame, shallow panel and 

ŉġĩĩőĂ�ƈĢĆŉĂ�úÁŪä�ĂäŅ�őĂä�łÁŅäà(ÙÁÚė�

style she wanted. Frome can be easily 

customised and Cheryl loves the bespoke 

bifold breakfast cupboard that helps her 

cope with busy school mornings.

Service that matters
As a trade-only business, you’ll need 

a tradesperson to buy from Howdens. 

However, your local depot team can help 

űĩŖ�ƈĢà�ĩĢä�Ćù�Ģääàäà͠�&Ăä�ŅäŉŖěő����

łäŅùäÚő�ƈő͡�ÙÁÚėäà�Ùű�Á�̠ ̣(űäÁŅ�ÚÁÙĆĢäő�

guarantee. And because everything is 

ÁŪÁĆěÁÙěä�ùŅĩġ�ěĩÚÁě�ŉőĩÚė͡�űĩŖŅ�ƈőőäŅ�

can always get what they need even 

when plans change, so the work can 

carry on without delay.

‘There’s no way we could have 

achieved this level of detail without our 

ƈőőäŅŉ Ύ͡�ŉÁűŉ��ĂäŅűě�.�ūĂĩΎŉ�àäěĆúĂőäà�

ūĆőĂ�ĂäŅ�ƈĢĆŉĂäà�;Ņĩġä�ėĆőÚĂäĢ͠

To discover more about 
Howdens and Cheryl’s kitchen, 
and to book a free home 
survey and design consultation 
visit Howdens.com

Cheryl chose to 
match Frome 
Porcelain with 
Hockley Dark Oak

&KHU\OȆV��WWHUV�KDG�WKH�H[SHUWLVH�WR�
�W�WKH�NLWFKHQ�WR�D�KLJK�VWDQGDUG
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LIVING ROOM MAKEOVER

By choosing a cohesive colour palette and elegant panelling,  
Vicky Thomas has created a traditional look with a modern twist

V
icky and Luke had been happily 

renting for 11 years but, with only 

two bedrooms and a growing 

family, the couple needed more space. 

‘I loved the high ceilings and generous 

room sizes of this house, and the decor 

was quite bland, which was a bonus 

because it meant I could add my own 

personality,’ says Vicky. But what almost 

ĿœŎΨÿáłΨĦƂΨÖœŮăğ÷ΨŎÿáΨĿłĦĿáłŎŮΨŨ¾ņΨŎÿ¾ŎΨ

the porch opens directly into the living 

room. ‘I really disliked the thought of 

walking straight into the open-plan 

ņĿ¾×áΨŨăŎÿΨğĦΨÿ¾ĘĘΨŎĦΨ×łá¾ŎáΨ¾ΨÖœƂáłΨ

zone,’ she says. However, the pros of 

the house outweighed the cons, so the 

couple decided to make it work.

THE PROJECT
‘The living room was completely lacking 

ăğΨ×ÿ¾ł¾×Ŏáł2ΨņĦΨĦœłΨƅłņŎΨđĦÖΨŨ¾ņΨŎĦΨ

attach picture rails, coving and a ceiling 

WHO LIVES HERE I’m Vicky 

Thomas, 36. I work part-time 

at Aldi and also run a part-time 

�RULVWU\�EXVLQHVV��,�OLYH�ZLWK�

my partner, Luke Morgan, 37, a 

TXDOL�HG�FDUSHQWHU�DQG�SODVWHUHU��

and our children, Cole, 13, 

and Amber, 11. Our home is a 

four-bedroom 1920s terrace in 

Blackwood, Caerphilly, and we 

moved here in November 2019.  

I share more on Instagram  

#RXUZRRG�HOG�VWRUH\�

WHAT WAS UPDATED? We 

�WWHG�VKHOYLQJ�DQG�FXSERDUGV��

installed a log burner, and added 

a statement mural.

WHY THE CHANGE? Half of it felt 

like a walkway, rather than an 

integral part of the living room. 

HOW LONG DID IT TAKE? It’s 

taken four years to get to this. 

TOTAL COST eৱ�৴৷৵

‘It’s sociable and perfect 
for festive celebrations’

Step inside…

BEFORE

The ornate peacock adds a touch of 
quirky fun to Vicky’s festive styling

‘I’ve always been happy to take risks 
ZLWK�FRORXU�DV��LQ�WKH�HQG��LWȆV�RQO\�
SDLQW��DQG�PRVW�RI�P\�LGHDV�KDYH�
SDLG�R���$QG�,�OLNH�WR�GR�WKH�VDPH�
with my Christmas decorations. 
8VLQJ�WKH�RYHUVL]HG�EOXH��RZHUV�
JLYHV�WKH�WUHH�D�VWDWHPHQW�ORRN��
and takes it from traditional to 
FRQWHPSRUDU\�Ȇ�VD\V�9LFN\
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LIVING ROOM MAKEOVER

rose, which immediately transformed 

the space,’ explains Vicky. ‘An ugly 

under-stair cupboard only used up 

ÿ¾ĘöΨĦöΨŎÿáΨņĿ¾×áΨ¾ğÝΨŨ¾ņΨƆœņÿΨŎĦΨŎÿáΨ

staircase, so felt quite intrusive while 

not giving much useful storage. We 

quickly ripped that out.’ Vicky initially 

went dark with the colour scheme, 

painting the walls in Sapphire Salute by 

Dulux, a rich navy shade, complemented 

by fresh white woodwork. ‘The large 

Ö¾ŮΨĘáŎņΨŎÿáΨĘă÷ÿŎΨƆĦĦÝΨăğΨÝœłăğ÷ΨŎÿáΨÝ¾Ů2Ψ

so I felt the room could take the bold 
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‘The shelves were always intended for display 
because we’ve got plenty of hidden storage 
EHORZ��,�OLNH�WR�FKDQJH�WKH�ORRN�VHDVRQDOO\��DQG�
VRPHWLPHV�PRUH�RIWHQ�WKDQ�WKDW��DV�,ȆP�DOZD\V�
hunting for unique pieces in car boot sales and 
FKDULW\�VKRSV�Ȇ�VD\V�9LFN\

‘Because the room 
doesn’t have a lot of 
SDWWHUQ��,�ZDQWHG�WR�
add some interest 
WR�WKH�KHDUWK�Ȇ�VD\V�
Vicky. ‘I looked at lots 
RI�VDPSOHV��EXW�,�NQHZ�
this colourway and 
elegant design would 
complement the rest 
RI�WKH�URRP��ZLWKRXW�
overpowering it’

Tiling the back of theƅłáĿĘ¾×áΨ¾ņΨŨáĘĘΨ¾ņΨŎÿáhearth creates a stylishfocal point, but make sureŎÿ¾ŎΨŎăĘáņΨ¾łáΨƅłáĿłĦĦö2or they may be proneto cracking or
discolouring

Fireplace focus
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look, while creating a cosy space in the 

evening,’ she says.

WHAT WE DID

‘The alcoves were the perfect space for 

built-in storage, so I showed Luke some 

inspiration images, and he made them 

out of MDF, adding delicate panelling 

¾ğÝΨƅŎŎăğ÷ΨņÿáĘŧáņΨ¾ÖĦŧá2ΉΨņ¾ŮņΨ¥ă×ĔŮ�ΨΈEΨ

wanted to mirror the design under the 

stairs to bring the two spaces together, 

while also creating a fun bar area, so  

we pushed the cupboards back into  

the recess to give a bit more space. It  

makes the bespoke unit feel intentional 

and a part of the room, rather than  

an afterthought.’ 

�öŎáłΨ¾ΨöáŨΨŮá¾łņ2Ψ¥ă×ĔŮΨÝá×ăÝáÝΨŎĦΨ

update the look, so she painted the 

.((3�,7�6,03/( Use battery-

operated wall lights as a hassle-

free solution to achieving 

DPELHQW�OLJKWLQJ��ZLWKRXW�WKH�

QHHG�IRU�KDUGZLULQJ��7KH\ȆUH�

DOVR�HDV\�WR�LQVWDOO��DQG�UHPRYH�

0,;�$1'�0$7&+ Add fresh 

foliage to a faux garland to 

EULQJ�LQ�WKDW�IHVWLYH�VFHQW�

%(�%5$9(�:,7+�&2/285
+DYH�FRQ�GHQFH�DQG�JLYH�\RXU�

LGHDV�D�JR��,WȆV�RQO\�SDLQW�DQG�

you can always change it! 

My �yle tips

‘The mural was cut to size with a bit 
extra for wastage and was easy to  
�W�DV�LWȆV�D�SDVWH�WKH�ZDOO�GHVLJQ��
so no messy wallpaper pasting  
WDEOHV�QHHGHG�Ȇ�VD\V�9LFN\��ȅ,�ORYH�
the way the colours pop against  
WKH�QHXWUDO�EDFNJURXQGȆ

Although the 
under-stair 
cupboards act as 
hallway storage 
and are full of 
VKRHV��E\��OOLQJ�
the shelves 
with stylish 
DFFHVVRULHV��DQG�
positioning the 
GULQNV�WUROOH\�
KHUH��9LFN\�KDV�
zoned the open-
plan space to 
create a sociable 
bar area that feels 
totally integral 

Tie an oversized velvet

bow around a simple

seasonal wreath in a

colour that complements

your scheme for an 

easy update

Bow boost
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woodwork a deep green, complemented 

with soft white walls with a hint of pink. 

‘I also wanted to add interest to the large 

wall above the sofa, and panelling was a 

quick, easy win,’ she says.

HIGHS & LOWS

Έ:áĿĘ¾×ăğ÷ΨŎÿáΨĦĘÝΨáĘá×Ŏłă×ΨƅłáΨŨăŎÿΨŎÿáΨ

log burner was a nightmare, because 

the property is on three storeys, so 

ăŎΨŨ¾ņΨ¾ΨŎ¾ņĔΨ÷áŎŎăğ÷ΨŎÿáΨƆœáΨŎÿłĦœ÷ÿΨ

the chimney to the top of the house,’ 

łáĞáĞÖáłņΨ¥ă×ĔŮ�ΨΈ:ăĿĿăğ÷ΨáŧáłŮŎÿăğ÷Ψ

out to make the aperture created a huge 

amount of dust, too, and it also revealed 

a nest that needed removing.’ Luke then 

¾ŎŎ¾×ÿáÝΨŎÿáΨƅłáΨņœłłĦœğÝ2ΨöĦœğÝΨĦğΨ

Facebook Marketplace, and tiled the 

hearth. ‘As he can turn his hand to any 

DIY task, we’ve saved a fortune in labour 

×ĦņŎņ2ΉΨņ¾ŮņΨ¥ă×ĔŮ�

THE FINAL DETAILS

‘I initially considered putting a large 

picture in a frame above the sofa but, 

while looking online for inspiration, I 

came across the beautiful bird mural. 

It pulls together all the colours in the 

łĦĦĞ2ΉΨņ¾ŮņΨ¥ă×ĔŮ�ΨΈEŎΨŨ¾ņΨá¾ņŮΨŎĦΨĿœŎΨ

œĿΨÖá×¾œņáΨăŎΨŨ¾ņΨĞ¾ÝáΨŎĦΨƅŎΨŎÿáΨĿ¾ğáĘΨ

Ŀáłöá×ŎĘŮ�ΉΨ¥ă×ĔŮΨăņΨğĦŨΨŧáłŮΨÿ¾ĿĿŮΨŎÿ¾ŎΨ

she didn’t discount buying this house. 

‘The way we’ve redesigned the space 

means it doesn’t feel like we’re stepping 

ăğŎĦΨ¾Ψ×ĦłłăÝĦł2ΉΨņÿáΨłáƆá×Ŏņ�ΨΈEğņŎá¾Ý2Ψ

we’ve got a zoned open-plan room that 

÷ăŧáņΨœņΨÝăƂáłáğŎΨ¾łá¾ņΨŎĦΨłáĘ¾ŭΨ¾ņΨ¾Ψ

family or socialise with friends!’  

Make this!  
See p32

THE DETAILS
0DWHULDOV�IRU��WWHG�XQLWV� £550

3DLQW�� £152

6RID�DQG�FR�HH�WDEOHV� £769

Mural £86

/RJ�EXUQHU� £949

Tiles £80

727$/� eৱ�৴৷৵

৴�৲0

৴�ৱ0

Shopping list
+DELWDW�&KHVWHU�HOG�YHOYHW�
3-seater sofa�LQ�%OXH��e�����
$UJRV��)RU�VLPLODU��WU\�PDFKLQH�
ZDVKDEOH�WUDGLWLRQDO�ERKR�DUHD�
rug��e����+	0�+RPH��)RU�VLPLODU��
WU\�$GDP�$EEH\��UHSODFH�LQ�
6WRQH�(�HFW��e�����)LUHSODFH�
:RUOG��)RU�VLPLODU��WU\�.HUDOD�
KH[DJRQDO�$TXD�WLOHV��e������
SHU�VT�P��7LOHV�	�6WRQH�'LUHFW��
)RU�VLPLODU��WU\�%XGG\���ZLGH�
ORJ�EXUQHU��e�����6WRYH�%XGG\��
)RU�VLPLODU��WU\�ZLUHOHVV�ZDOO�
VFRQFHV��e������IRU����3ULGROD�
'HVLJQ��%HLJH�IULOO�FXVKLRQ�FRYHU��
e��IRU����2QOLQH�+RPH�6KRS��
'XOX[�ZDOOV�DQG�FHLOLQJV�PDWW
HPXOVLRQ�LQ�1XWPHJ�:KLWH��e���
IRU��/��9DOVSDU�SUHPLXP�ZDOOV�DQG�
FHLOLQJV�LQWHULRU�PDWW�HPXOVLRQ
LQ�)URVWHG�6DJH��e���IRU��/��ERWK�
%	4��%OXH�+HURQ�E\�-�-��$XGXERQ�
ZDOOSDSHU�PXUDO��e������SHU�VT�
P��+RYLD��)RU�VLPLODU��WU\�DUWL�FLDO�
ROLYH�OHDI�ZUHDWK��e����'XQHOP��
)RU�VLPLODU��WU\�(PHUDOG�DUWL�FLDO�
SRLQVHWWLD�
RZHUV�ZLWK�FOLS��e�����
IRU����:H5&KULVWPDV��)RU�VLPLODU��
WU\�9HQHWD�*ROG�NLWFKHQ�WUROOH\��
e�������%HOLDQL��)RU�VLPLODU��WU\�
Art Deco WDEOH�ODPS�with  
IULQJHV��e�����6RSKLH�0DF%DLQ��
)RU�VLPLODU��WU\�:KLWH�+RPFRP�
PDUEOH�URXQG�QHVW�RI�WDEOHV��
e������IRU����7HVFR�

5220�3/$1

‘I wanted there to 
EH�D�VHQVH�RI��RZ�
between all the 
GL�HUHQW�]RQHV��
so used the 
same panelling 
WKURXJKRXW�Ȇ�VD\V�
9LFN\��6WDWHPHQW�
gold lighting 
draws attention 
to the elegant 
symmetrical lines 
of the panels

$V�WKH�VWDLUV�IDFH�WKH�IURQW�GRRU��
9LFN\�ZDQWHG�WKHP�WR�LPSUHVV��
‘We replaced the modern square 
VSLQGOHV�ZLWK�D�WUDGLWLRQDO�VW\OH�Ȇ�
9LFN\�VD\V��DQG�SDUWLFXODUO\�ORYHV�
GUHVVLQJ�WKLV�VSDFH�DW�&KULVWPDV��
ȅ,�OLNH�XVLQJ�JDUODQG�VZDJV�
WR�FUHDWH�D�UHOD[HG�ORRN��DQG�
,ȆP�DOZD\V�VXUH�WR�PLUURU�WKH�
GHFRUDWLRQV�RQ�WKH�WUHHȆ
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Trim your tree, or a garland, with a bejewelled ornament inspired  
by Vicky’s velvet heart

Make my style

Shopping list
O�plain paper O�pencil O�burgundy velvet fabric  

O�dressmaker’s scissors O�needle O�thread  

O�selection of clear and pale gold jewellery beads  

O�pins or fabric clips O�sewing machine O�toy 

VWX
QJ�O�hot glue gun and glue sticks O�gold braid 

O�JROG�PHWDOOLF�HPEURLGHU\��RVV

How to…
1 Draw a heart shape onto a piece of paper, or search 

online for a simple heart shape vector and print 

it out. It should measure approximately 12cm at its 

widest point and 12cm from top to bottom. Cut out the 

shape to create a template for your decoration. Use the 

paper template to cut two heart shapes from burgundy 

velvet fabric.

2 Use a needle and thread to stitch a selection of 

small glass beads to the top section of both heart 

pieces on the right side (RS) of the fabric, making sure 

you stitch beads at least 1cm away from the edges.

3 Once you’ve added the beads, pin or clip the hearts 

together with RS facing. Using a sewing machine, 

stitch a 1cm seam all the way around the perimeter of 

the hearts to join them, leaving a 4cm gap unstitched 

along one straight side. Carefully snip into the curved 

edges to help ease them, but don’t cut into your 

VWLWFKHV��7XUQ�WKH�KHDUW�56�RXW��)LOO�ZLWK�WR\�VWX
QJ��

then slipstitch the gap closed.

4 Use a glue gun to attach a length of braid all the 

way around the circumference of the heart, starting 

at the bottom of the heart, to cover the seam.

5 Cut 20 16cm OHQJWKV�RI�JROG�HPEURLGHU\��RVV�DQG�

gather them together into a skein on your work 

surface, so the ends all match up neatly. Tie a 20cm 

OHQJWK�RI�HPEURLGHU\��RVV�DURXQG�WKH�PLGGOH�RI�\RXU�

skein, then pick it up with the loose ends of the knot so 

that the skein folds in half.

6 Make the ‘head’ of the tassel by wrapping another 

SLHFH�RI�JROG��RVV�DURXQG�WKH�IROGHG�VNHLQ��QHDU�WKH�

top. Wrap it around a few times to form a thick band, 

then secure with a discreet knot. Trim the ends of the 

tassel so that they are level.

7 Stitch the lengths RI��RVV�\RX�XVHG�WR�WLH�WKH�WDVVHO�

to the bottom of the fabric heart and trim away the 

loose ends once secure. Finally, thread a needle with a 

��FP�OHQJWK�RI�JROG��RVV�DQG�WKUHDG�LW�WKURXJK�WKH�WRS�

of the heart, tying the ends to form a hanging loop.

BEADED decoration

Add a contrasting 

coloured velvet on 

the back if 
you wish 
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‘I love to make a statement at 

Christmas, and really enjoy making

this stair swag look opulent’



The science is now clear! 
Feed dry food, from a perch,  
to reverse wild bird disease.
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Explore our high welfare products only from finchesfriend.com
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Scan for more info

on the problem and 

how our products help! 

A gift for nature from Finches Friend

���������

Hanging Feeders

Stop squirrels & parakeets!

Peanut Feeders Window Feeders Nest Boxes

Discover easy-to-
follow patterns and 
tutorials for crochet, 

knitting, sewing, 
quilting, papercraft 

and stitching with the 
website for makers 

everywhere.

1,000s of free 
patterns
Step-by-step 
tutorials
Video guides



Order online at ourmediashop.com/YHP327
ORDER FOR YOURSELF or a loved one

Your choice 
of Sophie 
Allport
mug

Or call 0330 135 8962† please quote: YHP327 
)RU�VXEVFULSWLRQ�HQTXLULHV��HPDLO�RXU�VXEVFULSWLRQ�WHDP�DW ourmediashop.com/contactus
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NOVEMBER 2025
BRITAIN’S BEST-SELLING VALUE HOMES MAG!

Q��10 EASY DIY GUIDES

to step up your skills

Q KITCHEN ISLANDS for 

every space & budget

Q� QUICK WINS! Transform 

your home in an instant

Autumn revamp

le�

November 2025 £2.99

New ways
to wow!

BEST 
VALUE!

ONLY

RENO SPECIAL! LOFT CONVERSIONS, GARDEN ANNEXES & MORE

̧̩̬

O Designer-inspired crafts

O Pocket-friendly updates

O Hot high street launches

AND INVITING 

MAKEOVERS

5
cosy 
reader 
homesup!SNUGGLE

HEALTHY & HEARTY 

Guilt-free comfort food

TREND ALERT! 

Fab looks you’ll love

TREAT  

YOURSELF  

Must-haves 

from £1

HOW TO
OCut your 

heating bill

O Fix a leaky tap 

OHaggle like  
a pro!

SUBSCRIBE 
TODAY

��&+226(�$�)$%��)(67,9(
623+,(�$//3257�08*�
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6RSKLH�$OOSRUW�PXJ�R	HU�LV�RQO\�DYDLODEOH�WR�8.�UHVLGHQWV��Your Home�UHVHUYHV�WKH�ULJKW�

WR�VXEVWLWXWH�WKH�JLIW�IRU�DQRWKHU�LWHP�RI�VLPLODU�YDOXH��,Q�VWRFN�LWHPV�ZLOO�EH�GLVSDWFKHG�ZLWKLQ�
���GD\V�RI�SD\PHQW�EHLQJ�UHFHLYHG��<RXU�VXEVFULSWLRQ�ZLOO�VWDUW�ZLWK�WKH�QH[W�DYDLODEOH�LVVXH�
Ȍ&DOOV�IURP�ODQGOLQHV�ZLOO�FRVW�XS�WR��S�SHU�PLQXWH��GHSHQGLQJ�RQ�SURYLGHU��&DOO�FKDUJHV�IURP�
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DECORATING IDEAS

'HFN�WKH�KDOO�ZLWK�D

VKRZVWRSSLQJ�GLVSOD\�

Wrap several small

garlands around each

RWKHU�WR�SURGXFH�D�IXOO��

JHQHURXV�H	HFW�WKDW

you can change up  

each year.

Kraft ZUDSSLQJ�SDSHU in

Gold, £4; bauble and leaf

garland in Champagne,

£35; Etheridge accent

chair in Manilla and

Hay, £849; cotton velvet 

cushion in Green, £25,

all John Lewis & Partners

Champagne pine cone 

& apple Christmas

ZUHDWK, £25.99,

Homescapes

/DUJH�DUWL�FLDO

rustic VZDJ

with bells, £39,

Dunelm

0DNH�D�VWXQQLQJ��UVW�LPSUHVV
LRQ�ȁ

DQG�FKHHU�XS�\RXU�SRVWLH�ȁ�ZLW
K�D

OX[XU\�ORRN�IRU�\RXU�GRRU�DQG�
KDOO

Put on the glitz this year with twinkling

decorations that will light up the night! Metallics

are always big this time of year but, for 2025, the

trend is for a lustrous mix of subtle shimmer

and standout sparkle. Put a twist on tradition by

mixing metals – layer up silver, gold and copper

öĦłΨ¾Ψłă×ÿΨáƂá×ŎΨŎÿ¾ŎΨŨăĘĘΨĞ¾ĔáΨŮ
ĦœłΨņ×ÿáĞáΨĘĦĦĔ

even more opulent.

6ZDS�D�WUDGLWLRQDO�ZUHDWK�IRU

D�OLJKW�XS�YHUVLRQ�DQG�FUHDWH
�

D�JORZLQJ�GRRUVFDSH�WKDW

you’ll love to come home to.

TruGlow waterproof outdoor

candles, from £6.99 each; 

78cm cluster LED light ZUHDWK, 

£79.99; pre-lit snowy 60cm

Christmas trees, £29.99 each;

large Studley rattan stag & doe

OLJKW�XS�UHLQGHHU, £544.99 for 

2, all Lights4fun

Get to know this season’s four biggest trends, with easy ways 

to sprinkle the magic throughout your home…

Step into

Christmas

Sparkling
splendour

REAL HOME

REAL HOME
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D
ownsizing was the obvious 
solution for Jackie Camm and her 
family when her husband, Dave,

was made redundant. ‘We wanted to
Ğ¾ĔáΨŎÿăğ÷ņΨƅğ¾ğ×ă¾ĘĘŮΨá¾ņăáłΨ¾ğÝΨöáĘĘ
in love with this house straightaway,’
ņ¾ŮņΨR¾×Ĕăá�ΨΈEŎΉņΨŧáłŮΨÝăƂáłáğŎΨŎĦΨĦœłΨĘ¾ņŎÿĦĞá�ΨŨÿă×ÿΨŨ¾ņΨ¾ΨƅŧáͺÖáÝłĦĦĞ�ΨĦĿáğͺ
ĿĘ¾ğΨĿłĦĿáłŎŮΨŨăŎÿΨĘ¾ł÷áΨłĦĦĞņ�ΨÖœŎΨŨá
ĘĦŧáÝΨŎÿáΨ×ĦŎŎ¾÷áΨöááĘΨĦöΨŎÿăņΨĿĘ¾×áΨ¾ğÝΨăŎΨgave us a chance to try something new.’
Having more small rooms also

suited the family, as the children
ŨáłáΨņĿáğÝăğ÷ΨĞĦłáΨŎăĞáΨŨăŎÿΨŎÿáăł
öłăáğÝņ�ΨņĦΨŎÿáΨŎÿłááΨņáĿ¾ł¾ŎáΨĘăŧăğ÷
¾łá¾ņΨ÷¾ŧáΨŎÿáĞΨ¾ĘĘΨņĿ¾×áΨŎĦΨņĦ×ă¾Ęăņá
ăğÝáĿáğÝáğŎĘŮ�Ψ�ÿáΨö¾×ŎΨŎÿ¾ŎΨŎÿáΨÿĦœņá

Going full on with festive decor was still the plan when Jackie Cammand her family downsized to their new country cottage-style home

‘I instantly knew where
the trees would go!’

WE ARE Jackie Camm, 59,
@toastyabode, a support

assistant in a primary school, andI live with my husband, Dave, 59, an auditor for a water company, and our children, Harry, 25, Ted, 24 and Martha, 21.

OUR HOME IS a four-bedroom semi-detached house built in 1904, located in Leigh-on-Sea, Essex, and we moved here in July 2015.

MY BEST BARGAIN IS the table inthe corner of the snug, bought onFacebook Marketplace for £15.

MY STYLE IS a traditional cottage-core look and I like layering lots oftextures, creating a cosy, relaxedfeel, though I always add a modern twist to each room.

MY FAVOURITE ROOM IS the mainbedroom. I created a sanctuary formyself in a style that I like.

Come on in…

‘We were lucky
that the house
still had most 
of the original
features,’  
says Jackie

‘I think it’s the
small details and
little touches that
transform a house 
into a home’

Cottage-style makeover

didn’t need any building work was an
added bonus, as was the new kitchen theĿłáŧăĦœņΨĦŨğáłņΨÿ¾ÝΨłá×áğŎĘŮΨăğņŎ¾ĘĘáÝ�
‘It’s a style I would have chosen, and the
beautiful blue range was left behind,
Ũÿă×ÿΨŨ¾ņΨ¾ğΨáŭŎł¾ΨŨăğ�ΉΨáŭĿĘ¾ăğņΨR¾×Ĕăá�

MAKING A MARK
�öŎáłΨĞĦŧăğ÷Ψăğ�ΨŎÿáΨƅłņŎΨŎÿăğ÷ΨR¾×ĔăáΨ
ÝăÝΨŨ¾ņΨņŎłăĿΨŎÿáΨŨ¾ĘĘĿ¾ĿáłΨöłĦĞΨŎÿáΨ
alcoves in the living room and the walls
in the hall. ‘Most of the decor was to 
my taste, so I could live with it while
deciding how to decorate to make the
house feel like ours. But while I liked the

LIVING ROOM
‘My family is spread around thecountry so we always used to meet upin cottages over Christmas, and thishouse reminded me of all the beautifulplaces we’ve stayed in,’ says Jackie, who knew exactly where she would place her Christmas trees the momentshe walked through the door.

OUR MUST HAVES�0RUQLQJ�/LJKW��QH�DUWprint�RQ�FDQYDV��VHW�LQ�D��RDW�IUDPH��e�����Green Lili. Crumpet sofa in Thatch House fabric, from £1,845, Loaf. Flinton wooden accent chair in Rust Brown soft velvet,£399, Next. Intelligent matt emulsion inRolling Fog, £70 for 2.5L, Little Greene

‘My style veers towards a traditional country look, butI like to add a contemporaryelement to mix it up a bit.
Art is an easy way to do this,’  says Jackie

‘I bought this upcycled dresser froma local secondhand shop and originallyput it in here temporarily, but I like theroom not being totally symmetrical, and it’s a lovely piece that’s given us hiddenstorage and a display space for theknick-knacks I’ve picked up along theway,’ says Jackie

‘I love decorating this
house for Christmas, 

and I don’t hold back’
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Create interest
and character with 

an asymmetric mantel
ÝăņĿĘ¾Ů�Ψ¾ğ×ÿĦłáÝΨŨăŎÿΨ

tall objects at either
end for balance

Tall order

FIRST FLOOR

GROUND FLOOR

Kitchen

Hallway

Bedroom

Bedroom

Bedroom

Bedroom

Bathroom

Living room

Snug

7+(�*,)7�7+$7

KEEPS ON GIVING
�� 5HFHLYH�\RXU�FKRLFH�RI�6RSKLH�

Allport mug*:257+�eৰ৸�

6DYH�����RQ�WKH�VKRS�SULFH��
21/<�e৲ৱ�৸৸�(9(5<�ৰ৲�,668(6�

INCLUDING FREE DELIVERY

NEVER MISS AN ISSUE of your  
IDYRXULWH�PDJD]LQH��OOHG�ZLWK�

the best homes inspiration



Explore the UK’s ultimate
selection of self-catering holidays

Enjoy a relaxing getaway with Hoseasons and save 10% — exclusive for 
Cruise Collective members. Book now and make the most of your next adventure!

Visit cruise-collective.com/travel-partner/hoseasons to find out more.

Scan to redeem 

your 10% OFF
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Thoughtful presents to inspire, delight 
and surprise your nearest and dearest! 

Christmas gifts
to spread joy this season

«
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Family
fun

Get the generations

together for games, 

great food and 

laughs throughout

the festive season 

and beyond

Movie 
night

 Wild  
animals  

�QJHU�SXSSHWV, 
£5 for 5, 

�\LQJWLJHU�FRP

 Personalised wooden 
family SL]]D�FXWWHU, £12.99, 

JLIWVSHUVRQDOLVHG�FR�XN�

Jurassic World 
Rebirth�8QR, £12, 
QKPVKRS�FR�XN

Mini 
tabletop 
VQRRNHU�
JDPH�VHW, 

£12.95, 
UH[ORQGRQ�
FRP

2XU�)DPLO\�6DYHV�&KULVWPDV�
SHUVRQDOLVHG�ERRN, from £24.99, 

ZRQGHUEO\�FRP�XN

Ariete Partytime 
retro SRSFRUQ�PDNHU�

with serving bowl, 
currently £33.99, 
ZD\IDLU�FR�XN

Crafty 1,000 piece SX]]OH, 
£16.99, WKHQRUWKHUQOLQH�FR�XN

 Gift Republic  
Oh Deer�VWDFNLQJ�
JDPH, £8.99,  

JLIWVNLGVZDQW�FRP

 Stitch
0RQRSRO\, 
currently 
£23.99, 
DPD]RQ�
FR�XN

1RXJKWV�DQG�
FURVVHV, £9.99,  
VRX]X�FR�XN

 Rosewood Brown 
Bear FDW�EHG, £24, 
GXQHOP�FRP

 Kodak Ektar 
H35 �OP�
FDPHUD, 
£49.99, 
MHVVRSV�FRP

 Blue Orange 
Taco Cat Goat 
Cheese Pizza 
FDUG JDPH, £10, 

DUJRV�FR�XN

 Movie 
Genius 
SOD\LQJ�

FDUGV, £9.99, 
ODXUHQFHNLQJ�

FRP

 Dog Christmas 
EDQGDQD, £12, 

WDONLQJWDEOHV�FR�XN



GIFT GUIDE

December 2025  39

Date
night!

Bring a touch of 
festive magic to 

your next romantic
evening together – 

choose from 
special treats and
thoughtful tokens

First 
spark

Black bow 
slogan 
SODWH,  
£2.50, 

EPVWRUHV�
FR�XN

Portobello 
scalloped 
VHUYLQJ�
ERZOV, £28 

for 2, WKHZKLWH�
FRPSDQ\�FRP

Gold stripy 
bow�WDEOH�
FDQGOHV,  
£18 for 2, 

PHULPHUL�FR�XN

Fresh Cream 
HDX�GH�

WRLOHWWH, from 
£23, SKLORVRSK\
EHDXW\�FR�XN

Retro Gold 
FXWOHU\�VHW, £60, 

P\�VHFUHW�
ERXWLTXH�FR�XN

Men’s Leather single 
plaited wrap EUDFHOHW,  
£25, HVWHOODEDUWOHWW�FRP

Double 
bow stud 
HDUULQJV, 
£12, YDP�
DF�XN�VKRS

 Rose and 
lily ERXTXHW, 

£24.99, 
SUHVWLJH�

�RZHUV�FR�XN�

 Island Dusk  
HDX�GH�SDUIXP, 
£58, DUUDQ�FRP�

 Nights in 
FRXSRQ�
ERRN, 
£12.99, 

FXSLGO\�FR�XN

0DUJDULWD��FODVVLF���
VSLF\, £26 for 8 cans, 

PRWKGULQNV�FRP

Our First 
Date map 
print, 
£19.95, 

PLQLPDOZDOO�
FR�XN�

,QWHOOLJHQW�
&KDQJH�*HW�
&ORVHU�GDWLQJ�
HGLWLRQ, 

currently £27.52, 
DPD]RQ�FR�XN�

&RXSOHV�:HHNHQGV�
$ZD\�ȁ�8., £19.99, 

QRIXVVWUDYHO
JXLGHV�FRP

Pixi On the Glow EOXVK, £18, 
PDUNVDQGVSHQFHU�FRP

Shrimps x Oliver Bonas striped 
glass FRXSHV, £34.50 for 2, 

ROLYHUERQDV�FRP
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Winter 

adventures

For those who love

to cosy up – and 

go out to come 

back in again! Not 

forgetting the four-

legged sidekick,

either…

Men’s 
Dandy 
Argyle 

socks, £25 
for 5 pairs,
joebrowns.

co.uk

Pink & Red 
blanket stitch 
�QJHUOHVV�
PLWWHQ�

JORYHV, £25, 
oliverbonas.

com 

Pink VFDUI, 
£29.99, 

laredoute.
co.uk

Winter Romance )UXLW��
7HD No.518, from £3.90, 

trueteacompany.co.uk

Walton & Co 
cosy check 
WKURZ in Slate 

Blue, £24, 
notrunofthe 

mill.com

Revival �DVN in Green, 
£30, thermos.co.uk

The 
Legendary IRRG�
MDU�ZLWK�VSRUN
in Hammertone 

Clay, £44, uk.
stanley1913.com

Rufus & Rosie 
Ombre padded 
GRJ�OHDG, £6, 
jollyes.co.uk

Burnt Copper 
knitted JORYHV, 

£15, shop.
nationaltrust.

org.uk 

Real wood ELUG�ER[�
KRXVH with Copper 

roof, £20.99, 
homescapesonline.com

Green & 
Wild’s Delilah 

the Duckess eco 
GRJ�WR\, £8.99, 

charley 
chau.com

OCOOPA  
KDQG�ZDUPHUV, 
currently £21.24,  

amazon.co.uk

Coral Reef 3RP�
hat, £28, weareoi.com

Dog park GRRU�PDW, £16.95, 
rexlondon.com

Caroline Gardner check 
borg hot water bottle in 
Lilac, £28, johnlewis.com

Bargain 
EX\
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Craft 
club

Creative kits and 
inspiration for

crafting pals and 
kids alike – the 
perfect way to 

brighten Twixtmas
Fun 

for DOO�
DJHV

Traditional 
JLQJHUEUHDG�
KRXVH�NLW, 

£15.99, 
lakeland.co.uk 

Nativity 
paper craft 
$GYHQW�
FDOHQGDU, 

£27, merimeri.
co.uk

0DFUDP«�UDLQERZ�NLW,  
£19.95, pigletandchestnut.com

Trimits QHHGOH�IHOWLQJ�PLFH�NLW, 
currently £9.79, amazon.co.uk

0XOOLQJ�VSLFH�NLW, £4 for 2 
sachets, spicekitchenuk.com

Celestial Hare PLQL�
HPEURLGHU\�NLW, 
currently £13.95, 

amazon.co.uk

Wilton mini wreath FRRNLH�
FXWWHU�VHW, £3.49, thecake
decoratingcompany.co.uk

Folk Christmas 
SDSHU�FKDLQV, £7, 
talkingtables.co.uk

0DNH�<RXU�
2ZQ�)DLU\�7DOH�
6QRZ�:KLWH, 

£12.99, 
laurenceking.com

5RELQ�DQG�URZDQ�JDUODQG, £24, 
cambridgeimprint.co.uk

Leafy wreath WDEOH�UXQQHU�NLW, 
£63.50, theindianblockprintco.com

Sculpd mosaic tiles 
NLGVȆ�FUDIW�NLW, £39, 

johnlewis.com

6HZ�<RXU�2ZQ�
6DXVDJH�'RJ, £9.95, 

rexlondon.com

DIY 
stackable 

nutcracker 
PXJV with 
paint, £12, 
�\LQJWLJHU�

com

0XVKURRP�
',<�NLW, £4.54, 
sostrenegrene.

com
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Secret

Santa

Goodies to delight

those tricky-to-

buy-for colleagues, 

friends and family.

All £10 or less!

Personal
touch

+HDWKHUV��RUDO�
bamboo socks, £8, 

socktopus.com

Personalised name 
leather keyring, £8, 

rheamore.co.uk 

Merry Murdle by 
GT Karber, £8.99, 
waterstones.com

Gingerbread men, £9.95, 
hotelchocolat.com

Luna star hair 
lights, £10, 

oliverbonas.com

&R	HH�VFRRS�ZLWK�FR�HH�EDJ�
clip, £6.95, rexlondon.com

Personalised 
%XWWHU�\�	�$SSOH�
notebook, £8.50, 
makingmeadows.

co.uk

Perfect Potting garden 
gift set, £9.95, 

annabeljames.co.uk

Polka Dot desk  
calendar 2026, £7.99,  

emmabridge
water.co.uk

Gentlemen’s 
+DUGZDUH�2��

the Hook  
game, £10,  

johnlewis.com

Positive Potato 
R
FLDO�HPRWLRQDO�

support gift, £8.99, 
amazon.co.uk

A Little  
Something bath 
�]]HU�FROOHFWLRQ, 

£5, boots.com

Bright plush 
Christmas 

present 
ornament, 
from £10, 
next.co.uk

Retro 80s print 
mug, £6.99, 

tenovuscancer
care.org.uk

e.l.f 
Squeeze Me 
OLS�EDOP, £5, 

superdrug.com

James 
Barker 

Illustration 
Japanese 

vase wooden
SLQ�EDGJH, 

£8, 
notjustashop.

arts.ac.uk
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It’s party
time!

Thank your hosts, or 
surprise anyone who
loves to party, with 
these celebration-

ready presents

Manhattan limited- 
edition shaker set, 

£35, rustybarrel.co.uk

Cocktail   
hour

0RUULV�	�&R�:LOORZ�
QDSNLQV, £21 for 2, 

spode.co.uk

 Ripple 
glass vase 

with 

RZHUV, 

£14, 
bmstores.

co.uk

 Mrs Bridges 
Trio condiment 

gift set, £10, 
matalan.co.uk 

 12 Days of 
Christmas 

biscuits tin, £15,  
cartwright 

andbutler.co.uk 

 Luscombe 
Mulled Winter 
Warmer, £5.05, 

abelandcole.co.uk

 Red Leopard 
Love print DSURQ, 

£34, rockett
stgeorge.co.uk

�:LQWHU�)DLULVOH�
SODWWHU, £12, 
dunelm.com

 Gold metal glass charms, £4.99 
for 6, shop.giselagraham.co.uk

 Blue Swirl 
gin glasses, 
£29.50 for 2, 
oliverbonas.

com

 London Dry 
Gin – Pine, £35, 
gininatin.co.uk

 Denmoza 
DUWL�FLDO�FDFWXV�
ZLWK�
RZHUV in 
patterned pot, 
£12.99, home
scapesonline.

com

Mulled wine, 
£7.59, lymebay

winery.co.uk

�)HVWLYH�cocktail 
stirrers, £20 for 4, 

thewhitecompany.com 

�)UDWHSLHWUR�%HOOD�
di Cerignola DPO  

green olives, £8.65, 
�QHFKHHVH�FR�XN
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Christmas

Eve

Build the excitement 

even more with 

WKHVH�IXQ��QGV�ȁ�

spread joy for the 

young and the

young at heart

Watch  
out for 
Santa!

Shindigg family matching Christmas 
pyjamas in Red & Navy check, from 

£27.50, notonthehighstreet.com 

Jim’s 
Spectacular 

Christmas by 
Emma 

Thompson & 
$[HO�6FKH�HU��

£8.99, vam.
ac.uk/shop 

Scapa 10 
Year Old 

Single Malt 
Scotch 

Whisky, £55, 
waitrose 

cellar.com

Faux shearling 
mule slippers, 

£30,  
accessorize.co.uk

Wooden 
Christmas Eve 

serving board, 
£8.99, tenovus

cancercare.org.uk

Original large jar 
Christmas Eve 

candle, £29.99, 
yankeecandle.co.uk

 ’Twas the Night Before  
Christmas book, £4.99, bents.co.uk

Gold leaf 
whisky 

tumblers, 
£14 for 2, 

dibor.co.uk

Christmas 
Eve sack, 

£5, matalan.
co.uk

St Clements 
mince pies, £14.50 for a 
box of 6, dukeshill.co.uk 

Christmas slogan 
plaque, £2.50,  
bmstores.co.uk

Christmas hot 
water bottle with 

festive penguin 
cover, £20, online
homeessentials.

co.uk

Salla votive Black & 
Gold candle holder, 

from £6.95, 
thewisteriatree.co.uk

Gold key tree 
decoration, £1, 
poundland.co.uk

Starry Sky ticket, 
£4.50, apriland

white.co.uk
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Stocking
ƅĘĘáłņΨ

Tempting treasures
for little ones and 

big kids, all costing 
D��YHU�RU�XQGHU�

Little 

Hot chocolate bomb 
with marshmallows, 

£2.80, sostrenegrene.com

Plush doll
with antlers, £3,  
poundland.co.uk 

Meadow Rabbit 
& Fox mini hand 

cream, £4, 
wrendaledesigns.

co.uk 

Green glitter 
ball, £1.99, shop.

houseofmarbles.com

Red sequin
antlers 

headband, 
£4.99, shop.

giselagraham.
co.uk 

Starburst hair clip, 
£4, vam.ac.uk/shop 

Glass football  
decoration, £5,  

marksand
spencer.com  

House of Marbles 
wooden cup and 

ball toy, £4.95, 
rockawaytoys.co.uk

Shine Bright 
aventurine crystal 

star bracelet, £4.99, 
tenovuscancercare.

org.uk

Cadbury Dairy Milk Christmas winter 
wonderland bar, £2, sainsburys.co.uk

Christmas 
Santa drink 

cup, £3, 
bmstores.co.uk  

Green 
Christmas tea 
lights, £3.50,  
matalan.co.uk

Origami sticky 
notes, £2.95, 

theredsquirrel.co.uk

Twist stand 
mirror, £4.50, 
primark.com

Mini 
colourful 
racing car 

construction 
kit, £3.95, 

rexlondon.com

Save  
20% 

see S���
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Something
special

Blow their socks 

R��RQ�&KULVWPDV�

PRUQLQJ�ZLWK�

WKHVH H[WUD�VSHFLDO

SUHVHQWV

Santa’s sack 
hamper, 

£49.99, prestige
hampers.co.uk  

5HG�
check 
baby 

dress & 
tights 

set, £14, 
matalan.

co.uk

)DWKHU�&KULVWPDV�
VXUSULVH�JLIW�UHYHDO�

scratch card, £4.25, 
makingmeadows.co.uk

A Bear Called 
Paddington, 
£49.95, folio
society.com

Gentlemen’s 
fragrance 

collection, £50, 
penhaligons.com 

Vinyl record 
player turntable

ZLWK�EXLOW�LQ�
Bluetooth receiver, 
FXUUHQWO\�e�������

amazon.co.uk

/RQJ�
VOHHYH�FRUG�

shirt�LQ�
(PHUDOG�

*UHHQ��e����
fatface. 

com

/DXUD�$VKOH\�
&KDPSDJQH�*ROG�
8
QJWRQ�5RVHV
long line robe,  
£55, next.co.uk

-%/�7XQH�7����
Blue bluetooth
headphones, 

£39.99,
hmv.com

The 
Chocolate 

wreath box, 
£49.95, hotel 
chocolat.com

-RXHW�NLGV�
ULEEHG�SOXVK�

rocking horse
ZLWK�VRXQG�LQ�
Grey, £38.99, 

robertdyas.co.uk 

+RUQE\�Santa Express�WUDLQ�
set, £39.99, johnlewis.com

-HOO\FDW�
$PXVHDEOHV�
1RUGLF�VSUXFH

Christmas 
tree, £32.95, 

temptation 
gifts.com

Present 
sleigh, £5, 
bmstores.

co.uk

)RRGLH�
fave
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After
dinner

.HHS�WKH�
PHUULPHQW JRLQJ

with cheese,
FKRFRODWHV��OLTXHXU�
DQG HQWHUWDLQPHQW�

A cut 
above

Clues in 
Twos, 

FXUUHQWO\�
£14.99, 

amazon.co.uk

&RQIHWWL�glass 
tumblers, £10.50  
IRU����habitat.co.uk

Mulled Wine 
candle, £25, 

homecountyco.com

Mixed trio 
box, £28.50, 
christophers
cordials.com

Luxury cheese biscuit 
sharing box, £18, 
WKHGL�HUHQWNLQG�FRP

/LQGW�
/LQGRU

shortbread 
WUX�HV,  
e�����IRU�

���J��tesco.
com

6WDLQOHVV�
steel cocktail 

tool set & 
marble 
stand LQ�

*ROG�:KLWH��
£40, 

johnlewis.com

The Wine 
Game, 
£19.99, 

laurence
king.com

$QWKRQ�
%HUJ�

chocolate 
liqueurs, 

£12.99, 
dobbies.com

9LQWDJH�%UXWRQ�
%HDXW\�Cheddar  

in a gift box, £15, 
godminster.com

Christmas 
trivia, £5, 

talkingtables.
co.uk

3HDU��GDWH�
	�FRJQDF�

chutney, £3.25, 
snowdonia

cheese.co.uk

cox.co.uk 

Glass cake 
stand & 

dome, £45,  
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With Christmas coming and winter rolling in now is a good  
time to consider updating home security

Be snug, stay safe 

C
elebrating Christmas with friends 

and family is one of the greatest 

festive joys. It can also mean 

spending long periods of time away from 

home, potentially leaving expensive gifts 

under the tree. Unfortunately, thieves 

can take advantage of darker evenings 

and empty houses over the Christmas 

and New Year period, so now is a good 

time to update and strengthen your 

Ăĩġä�ŉäÚŖŅĆőű͠��gĢä�ŉĆŹä�àĩäŉ�Ģĩő�ƈő�Áěě�

when it comes to protection, however, so 

let’s get wise about keeping your home 

and valuables as safe as possible this 

Christmas, throughout the rest of winter, 

and all year long with security experts, 

Burg-Wächter.

Getting smart about security
German brand Burg-Wächter is a leading 

safe and security specialist with a wide 

range of products, from locks to kits 

to smart solutions designed to protect 

your home, inside and out. When it 

comes to home security, Burg-Wächter 

recommends a layered approach. 

Layering your security means using 

Á�ÚĩġÙĆĢÁőĆĩĢ�ĩù�àĆƅäŅäĢő�łŅĩàŖÚőŉ�őĩ�

provide the strongest possible protection. 

For example, the solution for securing 

your front door won’t be the same as the 

protection needed for your garage. 

&ĩ�ġääő�àĆƅäŅäĢő�Ģääàŉ͡��ŖŅú(

Wächter has developed a range of 12 

àĆƅäŅäĢő�ŉäÚŖŅĆőű�ėĆőŉ͡�őĂä�ĆĢĢĩŪÁőĆŪä�

secuENTRY electronic door lock system 

and the Expert safe.

A solution for every problem
Each of Burg-Wächter’s 12 security 

kits provides a solution for everyday 

protection. Start your layers of security 

outside – safeguard your outdoor 

furniture, protect a motorbike or 

bicycle, or keep your valuables safe 

ūĂĆěä�őŅÁŪäěěĆĢú͠�'ŪäŅű�ėĆő�Ćŉ�ŉłäÚĆƈÚÁěěű��

designed to suit each  purpose – you’ll 

ƈĢà�äŪäŅűőĂĆĢú�űĩŖ�Ģääà�ĆĢ�ĩĢä�ÙĩŰ͠�

¯ĩŖΎěě�Áěŉĩ�ƈĢà��ŖŅú(©ÐÚĂőäŅ�ėĆőŉ�ùĩŅ�őĂä�

BBQ, shed and garage.

Your front door is the main threshold 

to your home, so securing it is a top 

SecuENTRY 
Smart Door Lock, 
£169.99, BURG-
WÄCHTER 
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required. Internal ‘open’ and ‘close’ 

buttons allow for convenient keyless 

operation, while a manual metal rotary 

knob provides mechanical emergency 

opening if needed.’

When it comes to protecting valuables, 

Burg-Wächter provides specialised 

ŉÁùä�äŰłäŅőĆŉä͠�Hőŉ�'ŰłäŅő�AÁùä�ĩƅäŅŉ�

reassuring protection with a solid bolt 

system and integrated anti-drill design; 

ĆőΎŉ�ÚĩĢŉőŅŖÚőäà�ùŅĩġ�ƈŅä(ŅäŉĆŉőÁĢő�

material too.

Approach home security with a 

variety of bespoke solutions and you’ll 

enjoy the best protection possible, so 

you can get snug and cosy for Christmas, 

knowing your home is as safe as houses. 

For more information, 
visit burg.biz

SecuENTRY Active 7700 
smart key turner £169.99 and 
optional keypad from £74.99, 

BURG-WÄCHTER  

STOP, THIEF! 
For most, Christmas is a time 

of giving. Sadly for thieves it’s 

the season for taking. Official 

MET reports reveal that there 

was a 17% rise in burglaries in 

December in 2023, compared 

to the summer months. Time to 

take precautions...

1.  Invest in light timers to create 

the illusion that you’re at home 

when out.

2.  Arrange with neighbours to 

bring in deliveries left outside 

(and return the favour) to stop 

opportunistic theft.

3.  Layer security using a 

combination of different kinds 

of protection: smart locks, 

motion sensors and a safe.

4.  Lock up sheds and garages with 

Burg-Wächter’s bespoke kits.

5.  Think twice about showing 

expensive gifts or announcing 

trips away on social media.

Expert Safe  
Range from £279,  

BURG-WÄCHTER

priority. Burg-Wächter has developed 

the innovative electronic door lock 

secuENTRY. The newly launched system 

allows you to open the door via the free 

BURGsmart app, or with a six-digit 

Úĩàä͡�ĩŅ�Á�ƈĢúäŅłŅĆĢő�ūĆőĂ�őĂä�ĩłőĆĩĢÁě�

ėäűłÁà͠�©ĂĆěä�Ćő�ĩƅäŅŉ�ÚĩĢŪäĢĆäĢÚä�

and peace of mind, it also retains the 

ÙäĢäƈőŉ�ĩù�Á�őŅÁàĆőĆĩĢÁě�ěĩÚė͠

Matt Parkes, marketing manager at 

Burg-Wächter, explains: ‘SecuENTRY 

is installed over the interior side of 

an existing cylinder within the door. 

Using the original bolts, secuENTRY’s 

łĩūäŅùŖě͡�äĢäŅúű(äƆÚĆäĢő�ġĩőĩŅ�

rotates the key when activated, easily 

unlocking and relocking the door as 

Protect your bike with the Garage 
Security Kit, BURG-WÄCHTER  
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READER OFFER

A
s a special gift for the season  

of joy, we’ve teamed up with  

our friends at Gisela Graham  

ŎĦΨĦƂáłΨŮĦœΨ̛̙ωΨĦƂΨŎÿáΨáğŎăłáΨł¾ğ÷áΨ

at shop.giselagraham.co.uk!

Famous for truly enchanting 

Christmas decor, Gisela Graham has 

hundreds of sumptuous goodies on 

the website, from baubles to wreaths, 

and everything in between. And for 

the trendsetters among you, be sure 

to linger in the Nostalgia collection – 

the vintage-feel theme, with plenty of 

TERMS AND CONDITIONS  1 7KLV�R�HU�LV�RSHQ�WR�DGXOWV�DJHG����DQG�RYHU�DQG�H[FOXVLYHO\�WR�UHDGHUV�RI�Your Home�DQG�HomeStyle PDJD]LQHV���2�7KLV�R�HU�LV�YDOLG�IURP�������RQ���WK�1RYHPEHU������ȁ�������RQ�

��WK�'HFHPEHU�������2UGHUV�RXWVLGH�WKLV�SHULRG�ZLOO�QRW�EH�HOLJLEOH�IRU�D�GLVFRXQW���3�7R�TXDOLI\�IRU�WKH�����GLVFRXQW��UHDGHUV�PXVW�RUGHU�YLD�shop.giselagraham.co.uk�XVLQJ�WKH�GLVFRXQW�FRGH�<+6;**/�����4�7KH�GLVFRXQW�

FRGH�LV�RQO\�YDOLG�DW�shop.giselagraham.co.uk��2�HU�YDOLG�RQO\�RQ�IXOO�SULFH�LWHPV��7KH�R�HU�FDQQRW�EH�XVHG�LQ�FRQMXQFWLRQ�ZLWK�DQ\�RWKHU�R�HU�FRGHV���5 2�HU�LV�DYDLODEOH�LQ�WKH�8.�0DLQODQG�RQO\���6�6KLSSLQJ�IHHV�DSSO\�RQ�

DOO�RUGHUV��RU�DV�VSHFL�HG�RQ�shop.giselagraham.co.uk�DW�WKH�WLPH�RI�SXUFKDVH��DQG�WKH�GLVFRXQW�LV�QRW�DSSOLFDEOH�WR�WKH�FRVW�RI�GHOLYHU\�

7UDQVIRUP�\RXU�KRPH�WKLV�
&KULVWPDV�ZLWK�D�ELW�RI�
PDJLF�IURP�*LVHOD�*UDKDP�
ȁ�DQG�WDNH�����R��ZLWK�
WKLV�VSHFLDO�GLVFRXQW

6LPSO\�XVH�WKH�
FRGH�YHSXGGL20

WR�VDYH�����RQOLQH�DW�
shop.giselagraham.co.uk. 
'RQȆW�GHOD\��2IIHU�HQGV�
��WK�'HFHPEHU������

To redeem

łáÝ�Ψ÷ĦĘÝΨ¾ğÝΨ÷łááğ�ΨăņΨņáŎΨŎĦΨÖáΨ̛̛̙̞ΉņΨ

hottest festive look. 

This year, we’re also excited about 

9ăņáĘ¾Ψ9ł¾ÿ¾ĞΉņΨƅłņŎͺáŧáłΨ×ĦĘĘá×Ŏ¾ÖĘáΨ

tableware range. Every Christmas, from 

now on, there will be a new design in 

the collection, all made to be mixed and 

matched beautifully with previous years’ 

Ŀăá×áņ�Ψ�ÿăņΨƅłņŎΨņáŎΨăņΨŎÿáΨŨÿăĞņă×¾ĘĘŮΨ

illustrated ‘Santa & the Tree’, and you 

can select from a host of items including 

plates, glassware, jugs and table linen. 

Happy shopping! 

1RVWDOJLD�
6DQWD�	�
Tree dinner
plate��e�����

Tableware
UDQJH���IURP��
e�����IRU�D�
VLGH�SODWH

Nostalgia 
Santa  
& Tree  

cake tin,
 £12.99 

Green 
velvet ogee,

 £5.99 

Red  
& Gold  
ornate  
disc,

 £5.99 

Red  
velvet bows,
 £4.99 for 2 



7DNH�D�SHHN�LQVLGH�UHDGHU�KRPHV���OOHG�ZLWK�IHVWLYH�
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B
efore settling in Carlisle, Claire 

Boyle and her husband, Kieran, 

travelled the world for work, but 

when Kieran’s contract in Houston, 

Texas, ended, the couple decided to 

move back home. ‘I’m originally from 

Newcastle, and Kieran is from Ireland, 

so we didn’t know this area,’ says Claire. 

‘However, Kieran’s work brought us here 

¾ğÝ2ΨÖá×¾œņáΨĦöΨŎÿáΨÝăƂáłáğŎΨáÝœ×¾ŎăĦğΨ

systems in the US and England, Callum 

was overdue starting school, so we had 

ŎĦΨƅğÝΨ¾ΨĿĘ¾×áΨŁœă×ĔĘŮ�ΉΨOÿăņΨÿĦœņá2ΨŨÿă×ÿΨ

had been standing empty for a year, was 

the only one for sale in the catchment 

area, and Claire admits to disliking it 

ŨÿáğΨņÿáΨƅłņŎΨŨ¾ĘĔáÝΨăğ�ΨΈEΨÝăÝğΉŎΨ÷áŎΨΈŎÿáΨ

feeling’ that people talk about as it felt so 

cold and lacking in love,’ she remembers. 

‘The house was also full of dirty red 

×¾łĿáŎņΨ¾ğÝΨœ÷ĘŮΨƆĦł¾ĘΨŨ¾ĘĘĿ¾Ŀáł2ΨÖœŎΨŨáΨ

ÿ¾ÝΨğĦΨĦŎÿáłΨĦĿŎăĦğņ2ΨņĦΨŨáΨĿœŎΨăğΨ¾ğΨĦƂáłΨ

10 minutes after the viewing.’

Styling her home around classic pieces of furniture and unique accessories 
sourced from all over the world gives Claire Boyle a foundation to go all 

out with Christmas decor

‘It takes a week to 
decorate, but it’s worth it!’

It was a case of head over heart when 
Claire and Kieran bought this house, 
but they’ve since transformed it into  
a family home they love

Terrace transformation
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DINING AREA

Claire has gone for a ‘more 
is more’ approach for her 
festive decor, but choosing 
to stick to a simple palette 
of mixed metallics with 
traditional greenery has 
given her style a cohesive, 
curated look.

OUR MUST HAVES Modern 
emulsion in Railings, £63 
for 2.5L, Farrow & Ball. 
For similar, try Athena 
reversible Persian rug, from 
£349, West Elm. For similar, 
try Edessa bone inlay 
cabinet, £519, Lush Home 
Interiors. For similar, try 
Mandala wall panel, £395, 
Cox & Cox

WE ARE Claire Boyle, 42,  
@camden_house1886, a teacher, 

and I live with my husband,  
Kieran Fegam, 46, a manufacturing 
director, and our two boys, Callum, 
10, and Evan, six. 

OUR HOME IS a four-bedroom 
Victorian mid-terrace townhouse in 
Carlisle, Cumbria, which we bought 
in February 2019.

MY FAVOURITE ROOM IS the open-
plan living and dining room. It feels 
so welcoming and it’s a great space 
for entertaining.

MY STYLE IS timeless, classic and 
free from trends, with a curation of 
ROG�DQG�QHZ��,ȆP�D��UP�EHOLHYHU�LQ�
buy once, buy well, and I like to sit 
DQWLTXH�DQG�YLQWDJH��QGV�QH[W�WR�
handcrafted, contemporary pieces.

Come on in…

‘It usually takes 
a week to dress 
the house, but I 
absolutely love 
it, and it makes 
everything 
look so joyful. I 
normally start 
on 1st December 
because it’s such 
a mission, but 
it’s nice to have a 
month to enjoy it,’ 
says Claire

The family’s 
oversized 
Christmas tree 
takes pride of 
place in the 
middle of the 
open-plan living 
room-diner, 
though Claire 
admits that she 
has to move a 
lot of furniture 
around to get it 
into this spot
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Placing the 

Christmas tree in the 

alcove allows it to be 

enjoyed from both the 

dining and living 

areas
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UPDATING AND REPLACING

The kitchen had to be replaced sooner 

rather than later because the cupboard 

ÝĦĦłņΨŨáłáΨÿ¾ğ÷ăğ÷ΨĦƂΨ¾ğÝΨŎÿáΨ×¾ÖăğáŎņΨ

were mouldy. There were also lots of 

‘invisible jobs’ that needed tackling, like 

installing a new boiler and rewiring. 

‘We also discovered damp when we got 

the keys, so the renovation began by 

dealing with projects that ate into our 

budget, without showing any visible 

signs of progress,’ says Claire. As Evan 

was still a very young baby, the couple 

decided to move in with Claire’s parents 

in Newcastle while the work was being 

carried out. 

The footprint of the house worked 

well for the family but the kitchen and 

diner were separated by a wall, and a 

Ğ¾ņņăŧáΨņŎĦğáΨƅłáĿĘ¾×áΨŎĦĦĔΨœĿΨĞĦņŎΨĦöΨ

the kitchen. However, Claire could see 

that by removing both, the space had 

potential to become a relaxed kitchen-

diner, and she began designing the new 

room while the building work took place. 

‘We were left with a galley-style space, 

so there was only so much we could do, 

and although I did want an island, once 

LIVING ROOM

‘A lot of our American furniture is 
oversized, but the Victorian proportions 
RI�WKLV�KRXVH�DOORZHG�XV�WR��W�HYHU\WKLQJ�
LQ��ZLWK�D�ELW�RI�UHMLJJLQJ�Ȇ�VD\V�&ODLUH�

OUR MUST HAVES For similar, try Hopkins 
tall bookcase in Oak, £650, Habitat. For 
similar, try Claude tonal chenille corner 
chaise sofa, £999, Dunelm. For similar,  
try Kaliyah oriental area rug, from  
£38.99, Wayfair

ȅ,�ORYH�GDUN�FRORXUV�DV�WKH\�IHHO�VR�FRV\��
EXW�,ȆYH�ZDUPHG�XS�WKH�ORRN�E\�FKRRVLQJ�
SOHQW\�RI�SDWWHUQ��FRPSOHPHQWHG�
with soft cream furniture and wooden 
DFFHVVRULHV�Ȇ�VD\V�&ODLUH

‘The living area 
was all about the 
sofa we’d bought 

in America. 
It’s so cosy’ 
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we’d insulated and replastered the walls 

there wasn’t enough room,’ says Claire. 

‘I compromised with the peninsular, but 

there’s plenty of storage, and the design 

still gives me the sociable seating that 

was on my wishlist,’ she says. 

PREPPING AND PLANNING

While the couple waited for their 

furniture to be shipped over from 

the States and the new kitchen to be 

installed, they got the grubby carpets 

ripped up, the wallpaper stripped, and all 

the rooms painted in deep blues and soft 

ȅ7KH�JDOOHU\�
wall started 
with a simple 
selection of 
artworks 
and trinkets 
collected over 
WKH�\HDUV��EXW�
it just keeps 
JURZLQJ�Ȇ�VD\V�
&ODLUH��ȅ,�NHHS�
VD\LQJ�,ȆP�JRLQJ�
to stop, but then 
,��QG�DQRWKHU�
treasure to add 
WR�WKH�ORRN�Ȇ

&ODLUH�KDV�
JLYHQ�KHU�
GLVSOD\�VKHOYHV��
RULJLQDOO\�ERXJKW�
in a local shop 
in Abu Dhabi, 
D�FXUDWHG�ORRN��
ȅ7KH\ȆUH�IXOO�RI�
treasures from 
our travels, so 
HYHU\�SLHFH�LV�
VSHFLDO�WR�XVȆ
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greys. ‘We love these colours because they 

feel so cosy and, in a house this size, with 

such high ceilings, we can get away with 

the dark shades,’ Claire says. 

dğ×áΨŎÿáŮΨƅğ¾ĘĘŮΨĞĦŧáÝΨăğ2Ψ�Ę¾ăłáΨ

began the task of turning the house into 

¾ΨŨáĘ×ĦĞăğ÷Ψö¾ĞăĘŮΨÿĦĞá�ΨΈOÿáΨĘăŧăğ÷Ψ

area was all about the sofa we’d bought 

ăğΨ�Ğáłă×¾2ΉΨņÿáΨņ¾Ůņ�ΨΈOÿáŮΨłá¾ĘĘŮΨÝĦΨ

Ğ¾ĔáΨŎÿăğ÷ņΨÖă÷÷áłΨăğΨOáŭ¾ņΨ¾ğÝΨăŎΉņΨ

such a large, cosy piece of furniture 

that we couldn’t bear to part with it.’ Its 

ņăŶáΨĞá¾ğŎΨŎÿ¾ŎΨăŎΨŨĦœĘÝğΉŎΨƅŎΨăğŎĦΨŎÿáΨ

front part of the house though, so the 

Ę¾ŮĦœŎΨĦöΨŎÿáΨłĦĦĞΨŎĦĦĔΨ¾ΨÖăŎΨĦöΨĿĘ¾ğğăğ÷2Ψ

Ũÿă×ÿΨœĘŎăĞ¾ŎáĘŮΨŨĦłĔáÝΨĦœŎΨĿáłöá×ŎĘŮ�Ψ

‘It suited us to turn the back into a cosy 

ņğœ÷Ψ¾ņ2ΨÖáăğ÷Ψ¾Ũ¾ŮΨöłĦĞΨŎÿáΨłĦ¾Ý2ΨăŎΉņΨ

ĞĦłáΨĿłăŧ¾Ŏá2ΉΨáŭĿĘ¾ăğņΨ�Ę¾ăłá�ΨΈEΨ¾ĘņĦΨĘĦŧáΨ

Ũ¾ĘĔăğ÷ΨăğŎĦΨŎÿáΨÝăğăğ÷ΨĿ¾łŎΨĦöΨŎÿáΨłĦĦĞΨ

¾ņΨŎÿáΨņŎ¾ŎáĞáğŎΨöœłğăŎœłáΨöááĘņΨĘăĔáΨņœ×ÿΨ

a grand feature of the house.’

CHARACTER TRAITS

�ĘŎÿĦœ÷ÿΨŎÿáΨÿĦœņáΨÝăÝğΉŎΨĞ¾ĔáΨ¾Ψ÷łá¾ŎΨ

ƅłņŎΨăĞĿłáņņăĦğΨĦğΨ�Ę¾ăłá2ΨŎÿáΨŎÿăğ÷Ψ

she did love about it when she viewed 

ăŎΨŨ¾ņΨŎÿáΨĦłă÷ăğ¾ĘΨöá¾Ŏœłáņ�ΨΈOÿáŮΨŨáłáΨ

ŎÿáΨłáÝááĞăğ÷ΨáĘáĞáğŎ͠ΉΨņÿáΨĘ¾œ÷ÿņ�ΨΈEΨ

Ũ¾ğŎáÝΨŎĦΨ×áĘáÖł¾ŎáΨ¾ğÝΨ¾ÝÝΨŎĦΨŎÿáĞ2Ψ¾ğÝΨ

The Jackson 
Pollock print 
– Number 14: 

*UD\��IURP�e����
King & McGaw – 
adds a touch of 

abstract pattern 
WR�WKLV�VLPSOH��

monochrome spot

‘I chose lighter 
cabinets for the 
top units because 
the space is quite 
QDUURZ��VR�WKH�
H�HFW�PDNHV�LW�IHHO�
ELJJHU�DQG�EULJKWHU�Ȇ�
VD\V�&ODLUH
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KITCHEN

‘The kitchen renovation was our 
biggest project as we uncovered lots 
of old house problems and had to 
UHSODFH�URWWHQ��RRU�WLPEHUV��UHZLUH�
WKH�HOHFWULFV��DQG�UHSODFH�WKH�ERLOHU��
EXW�LW�ZDV�ZRUWK�LW��DV�ZHȆYH�EUHDWKHG�
QHZ�OLIH�LQWR�WKH�ROG�SODFH�Ȇ�VD\V�&ODLUH�

OUR MUST HAVES Grey Shaker-style 
cabinets, POA, Kiso Kitchens. Java 
diner bar stool in Black, £79.99, 
Atlantic Shopping. Black metal window 
square wall mirror, £125, Next

A low-hanging 

ĿáğÝ¾ğŎΨĘ¾ĞĿΨ

will add a cosy 

¾ŎĞĦņĿÿáłá2ΨŨÿăĘáΨ

providing task 

lighting

See the light
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MAIN BEDROOM

‘We shipped the bedroom furniture back from the 
States as it’s solid wood, made to last, and as it’s a 
simple design that won’t date, it didn’t make sense 
to leave it behind,’ says Claire.

OUR MUST HAVES Oriental Pine Tree wallpaper
in Black Bronze, £24.95 per roll, Wallpaper Shop. 
For similar, try Chantilly kingsize bed in Dusky 
Black, £649, The Cotswold Company. Vogue Early 
December 1917 print, from £35, King & McGaw. 
Black/Gold peacock table lamp, £85, Next

‘The inspiration 
for this room was 
‘boutique hotel’ 
and I always had 
a vision of the 
open bath area 
connecting to the 
bedroom, giving 
R��OX[XULRXV�

vibes,’ says Claire

‘I love creating a 
curated look in our 
home and I like to 
watch how things 
evolve over time’

A string of 

fairy lights in an 

œğœņáÝΨƅłáĿĘ¾×áΨ

creates a festive glow 

and ambience, without 

the need for  

¾Ψłá¾ĘΨƅłá

Fairy magic
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the main bedroom was a great place to 

start.’ There was already an en-suite in 

the room but it didn’t function well and, 

even though it was tiny, the previous 

owners had installed a large corner-style 

bath that took up most of it. ‘We could 

barely get into the space, so we decided 

to open it up and replace everything 

with a luxurious, freestanding bath,’ 

explains Claire, who also reinstalled 

¾Ψ¥ă×ŎĦłă¾ğΨƅłáĿĘ¾×áΨņĦœł×áÝΨöłĦĞΨ

Facebook Marketplace. ‘We wallpapered 

the chimney breast in a chinoiserie-style 

Ýáņă÷ğΨŎĦΨƅğăņÿΨĦƂΨŎÿáΨĘĦĦĔ2ΉΨņÿáΨ¾ÝÝņ�

FALLING IN LOVE

‘Christmas is one of my favourite times 

of year and this house particularly 

lends itself to festive decor,’ says Claire. 

‘Its grandeur allows me to add extra 

sparkles and trees in every room, and 

EΨĘĦŧáΨƅĘĘăğ÷ΨăŎΨŨăŎÿΨŎÿáΨĦłğ¾ĞáğŎņΨ

and accessories I’ve collected over the 

years.’ Although it took a while to make 

the house feel like a home, it’s been 

worth the hard work and wait. ‘We’ve 

created such a cosy family home and  

ĦğáΨŎÿ¾ŎΨEΨ×¾ğΨƅğ¾ĘĘŮΨņ¾ŮΨEΨŎłœĘŮΨĘĦŧá2ΉΨ

smiles Claire. 

EN-SUITE

‘I scoured Facebook Marketplace for an 
original Victorian bath, in keeping with 
the period of the house, then painted 
it black,’ says Claire, who added gold 
taps to achieve the luxurious look she 
wanted to inject into the en-suite.

OUR MUST HAVES For similar, try Duke 
Black 1695 double-ended roll-top bath
with Antique Brass leg set, £499.95, 
Victorian Plumbing. For similar, try 
Nene traditional Brushed Brass bath 
shower mixer tap, £139.99, Bathroom 
0RXQWDLQ��)RU�VLPLODU��WU\�JROG�H�HFW�
cheese leaf candle wall sconce, £32, 
Rockett St George 

EVAN’S ROOM

‘It was so much fun decorating Evan’s room 
DQG�DOORZLQJ�P\�FUHDWLYLW\�WR��RZ��DQG�KH�
loves animals so a jungle room was the obvious 
theme in here,’ says Claire.

OUR MUST HAVES For similar, try Kaycie  
mid sleeper single bed frame in Pine, £160, 
Argos. Melissa & Doug JLUD	H�baby plush  
soft toy, £59.99, John Lewis & Partners. For 
VLPLODU��WU\�DUWL�FLDO monstera tropical leaf,  
£2.49, Homescapes

Claire sourced 
the Chinese 
wall art from an 
antiques shop 
in Scotland. ‘I 
met Kieran in 
Shanghai and 
spent eight years 
living in China, 
ZKLFK�GH�QLWHO\�
LQ�XHQFHG�P\�
decorative style,’ 
she says

&ODLUH��OOV�HYHU\�
room of her home 
with Christmas 
decor, including 
Evan’s bedroom

Claire attached 
faux foliage to the 

walls to add to 
the nature theme 

in animal-loving 
Evan’s room

‘This house really
lends itself to festive
decor. I love adding 

extra sparkles
and trees’

Make this!  
See p60
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Add a personal touch to Christmas stockings 
with appliqué initials, like Claire has done

Make my style

Embellished STOCKING

Shopping list
O�A4 printer paper O�sticky tape O�scissors O�1.5m plain fabric 

O�tape measure O�dressmaker’s scissors O�pins or fabric clips 

O�sewing machine O�thread O�iron O�VFUDS�RI�VQRZ�DNH�

patterned fabric for the initial O�fusible webbing O�gold piping

How to…
1 Download the Gingerbread Wonderland stocking 

and embellishment template from Your Home’s website 

yourhomestyle.uk and print onto sheets of A4 paper. Join them where 

indicated using tape, then cut out the whole stocking template. For 

WKH�FX���GUDZ�D�SDSHU�WHPSODWH�PHDVXULQJ����/��[���FP�:���)RU�WKH�

ORRS�GUDZ�D�WHPSODWH�PHDVXULQJ����/��[��FP�:���

2 Use the paper templates to cut two stocking pieces, one loop 

DQG�RQH�FX��SLHFH�IURP�SODLQ�IDEULF��

3)ROG�WKH�FX��SLHFH�LQ�KDOI�ZLWK�ULJKW�VLGHV��56��WRJHWKHU�DQG�

stitch a 1cm seam along the short edge to create a tube. Fold this 

WXEH�LQ�KDOI��ZLWK�56�RXW��DQG�SUHVV��

4Iron a piece�RI�IXVLEOH�ZHEELQJ�RQWR�WKH�ZURQJ�VLGH��:6��RI�\RXU�

VQRZ�DNH�SDWWHUQHG�IDEULF��&XW�RXW�\RXU�FKRVHQ�LQLWLDO�IURP�

this piece of fabric. Peel away the paper backing from the fusible 

webbing and iron the initial onto the front of one stocking piece.

5Place one stocking�SLHFH�56�XS�RQ�\RXU�ZRUNWRS��3LQ�D�OHQJWK�

RI�SLSLQJ�DOO�WKH�ZD\�DURXQG�WKH�SHULPHWHU��EXW�QRW�DFURVV�WKH�

WRS�RI�WKH�VWRFNLQJ���ZLWK�WKH�SLSLQJ�IDFLQJ�WRZDUGV�WKH�FHQWUH�RI�WKH�

stocking and the raw edge of the piping facing outwards, marrying 

up with the edges of the stocking. 

6Place the second�VWRFNLQJ�SLHFH�RQ�WRS��56�IDFLQJ�GRZQ��DQG�

stitch around the edge using a 1cm seam allowance – work as 

closely to the piping as you can and leave the top of the stocking 

XQVWLWFKHG��6QLS�DURXQG�WKH�FXUYHG�HGJHV��PDNLQJ�VXUH�\RX�GRQȆW�

FXW�WKH�VWLWFKLQJ��WKHQ�WXUQ�WKH�VWRFNLQJ�56�RXW�DQG�SUHVV��

7Make a hanging�ORRS�E\�IROGLQJ�WKH�ORRS�SLHFH�LQ�KDOI�ZLWK�56�

together, then stitching along the long edge with a 1cm seam. 

7XUQ�WKLV�IDEULF�WXEH�56�RXW�DQG�SUHVV��

86OLGH�WKH�FX� piece inside the stocking and match up the raw 

HGJHV�RI�ERWK�WKH�VWRFNLQJ�WRS�DQG�FX���HQVXULQJ�WKH\�DOLJQ�DW�

the back seams. Fold the loop piece in half and slip it between the 

FX��DQG�VWRFNLQJ�ZLWK�WKH�ORRS�IDFLQJ�GRZQZDUGV��PDUU\LQJ�XS�WKH�

UDZ�HGJHV�ZLWK�WKRVH�RI�WKH�FX��DQG�VWRFNLQJ��6HZ�D����FP�VHDP�

DURXQG�WKH�WRS�RI�WKH�VWRFNLQJ��WR�MRLQ�WKH�FX��DQG�ORRS�WR�LW��7XUQ�

WKH�FX��DQG�ORRS�RYHU�WR�WKH�ULJKW�VLGH��

9If you wish�WR�DGG�VQRZ�DNH�PRWLIV�WR�WKH�FX��RI�WKH�VWRFNLQJ��

iron a piece of fusible webbing onto the wrong side of your 

VQRZ�DNH�SDWWHUQHG�IDEULF��&XW�RXW�WKH�VQRZ�DNH�PRWLIV�IURP�

this piece of fabric. Peel away the paper backing from the fusible 

ZHEELQJ�DQG�LURQ�WKH�VQRZ�DNHV�RQWR�WKH�VWRFNLQJ�FX��
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‘I love going all out at Christmas

and make the most of any

excuse for some extra sparkle!’

to download  

the templates!

Scan here
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Add bright metallics to a dark backdrop for a 
seasonal scheme that shines, just like Claire’s

Steal my style

1. Black & Gold retro arch 
RRU�ODPS, £295, Rockett St George 2. Barware 4L Gold single-walled cooler ice bucket, £13.75, 
Bonnypack 3. &KULVWPDV�*ROG�VQRZ�DNH�FRWWRQ�IDEULF�QDSNLQ, £6.99 for 4, Homescapes 4. Moreton round wooden side 
table in Black, £69, Cult Furniture 5. Clear ribbed glass bauble with Gold stripes, £3.49, Gisela Graham 6. Gold reeded 
SLFWXUH�IUDPH�on stand, £10, Habitat 7. Leroy FXVKLRQV, £33 for 2, B&Q 8. Large ornate Gold dome top mantel�PLUURU, 

 £200, Click Style 9. Christmas tree star in Gold, £6.99, H&M Home

FESTIVE sparkle

Iridescent battery-operated star 
string lights, £8; harlequin faux 
fur WKURZ, £50; Shine Bright star 
FXVKLRQ, £16; Black light-up spotty 
SDSHU�VWDU��e���+RWHO�PDUEOH�H�HFW�
ERZO, £20; 7ft Blue snowy spruce 
&KULVWPDV�WUHH, £129; beaded star 
hanging GHFRUDWLRQV, £3.50 each; 
Gold disco ball hanging GHFRUDWLRQV, 
£2.50 each; Gold beaded moon 
hanging GHFRUDWLRQV, £3.50 each; 
hammered metal Christmas tree 
skirt, £30, all Dunelm

1

3

2

4

9

8

For a chic Christmas 

scheme that blends 

seamlessly with 

monochrome decor, keep 

the look glamorous with 

sparing pops  

of shimmer 

Glam glow

5

6

7
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D
ownsizing was the obvious 

solution for Jackie Camm and her 

family when her husband, Dave, 

was made redundant. ‘We wanted to 

Ğ¾ĔáΨŎÿăğ÷ņΨƅğ¾ğ×ă¾ĘĘŮΨá¾ņăáłΨ¾ğÝΨöáĘĘΨ

in love with this house straightaway,’ 

ņ¾ŮņΨR¾×Ĕăá�ΨΈEŎΉņΨŧáłŮΨÝăƂáłáğŎΨŎĦΨĦœłΨĘ¾ņŎΨ

ÿĦĞá2ΨŨÿă×ÿΨŨ¾ņΨ¾ΨƅŧáͺÖáÝłĦĦĞ2ΨĦĿáğͺ

ĿĘ¾ğΨĿłĦĿáłŎŮΨŨăŎÿΨĘ¾ł÷áΨłĦĦĞņ2ΨÖœŎΨŨáΨ

ĘĦŧáÝΨŎÿáΨ×ĦŎŎ¾÷áΨöááĘΨĦöΨŎÿăņΨĿĘ¾×áΨ¾ğÝΨăŎΨ

gave us a chance to try something new.’

Having more small rooms also 

suited the family, as the children 

ŨáłáΨņĿáğÝăğ÷ΨĞĦłáΨŎăĞáΨŨăŎÿΨŎÿáăłΨ

öłăáğÝņ2ΨņĦΨŎÿáΨŎÿłááΨņáĿ¾ł¾ŎáΨĘăŧăğ÷Ψ

¾łá¾ņΨ÷¾ŧáΨŎÿáĞΨ¾ĘĘΨņĿ¾×áΨŎĦΨņĦ×ă¾ĘăņáΨ

ăğÝáĿáğÝáğŎĘŮ�ΨOÿáΨö¾×ŎΨŎÿ¾ŎΨŎÿáΨÿĦœņáΨ

Going full on with festive decor was still the plan when Jackie Camm
and her family downsized to their new country cottage-style home

‘I instantly knew where 
the trees would go!’

‘We were lucky 
that the house 
still had most 
of the original 
features,’  
says Jackie

‘I think it’s the 
small details and 
little touches that 
transform a house 
into a home’

Cottage-style makeover

‘I love decorating this 
house for Christmas, 

and I don’t hold back’ 
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WE ARE Jackie Camm, 59,  
@toastyabode, a support 

assistant in a primary school, and  
I live with my husband, Dave, 59, an 
auditor for a water company, and 
our children, Harry, 25, Ted, 24 and 
Martha, 21.

OUR HOME IS a four-bedroom 
semi-detached house built in 1904, 
located in Leigh-on-Sea, Essex, and 
we moved here in July 2015.

MY BEST BARGAIN IS the table in 
the corner of the snug, bought on 
Facebook Marketplace for £15. 

MY STYLE IS a traditional cottage-
core look and I like layering lots of 
textures, creating a cosy, relaxed 
feel, though I always add a modern 
twist to each room. 

MY FAVOURITE ROOM IS the main 
bedroom. I created a sanctuary for 
myself in a style that I like. 

Come on in…

didn’t need any building work was an 

added bonus, as was the new kitchen the 

ĿłáŧăĦœņΨĦŨğáłņΨÿ¾ÝΨłá×áğŎĘŮΨăğņŎ¾ĘĘáÝ�Ψ

‘It’s a style I would have chosen, and the 

beautiful blue range was left behind, 

Ũÿă×ÿΨŨ¾ņΨ¾ğΨáŭŎł¾ΨŨăğ2ΉΨáŭĿĘ¾ăğņΨR¾×Ĕăá�

MAKING A MARK

�öŎáłΨĞĦŧăğ÷Ψăğ2ΨŎÿáΨƅłņŎΨŎÿăğ÷ΨR¾×ĔăáΨ

ÝăÝΨŨ¾ņΨņŎłăĿΨŎÿáΨŨ¾ĘĘĿ¾ĿáłΨöłĦĞΨŎÿáΨ

alcoves in the living room and the walls 

in the hall. ‘Most of the decor was to 

my taste, so I could live with it while 

deciding how to decorate to make the 

house feel like ours. But while I liked the 

LIVING ROOM

‘My family is spread around the 
country so we always used to meet up 
in cottages over Christmas, and this 
house reminded me of all the beautiful 
places we’ve stayed in,’ says Jackie, 
who knew exactly where she would 
place her Christmas trees the moment 
she walked through the door.

OUR MUST HAVES�0RUQLQJ�/LJKW��QH�DUW
print�RQ�FDQYDV��VHW�LQ�D��RDW�IUDPH��e�����
Green Lili. Crumpet sofa in Thatch House 
fabric, from £1,845, Loaf. Flinton wooden 
accent chair in Rust Brown soft velvet, 
£399, Next. Intelligent matt emulsion in 
Rolling Fog, £70 for 2.5L, Little Greene 

‘My style veers towards a 
traditional country look, but 
I like to add a contemporary 
element to mix it up a bit.  
Art is an easy way to do this,’  
says Jackie

‘I bought this upcycled dresser from 
a local secondhand shop and originally 
put it in here temporarily, but I like the 
room not being totally symmetrical, and 
it’s a lovely piece that’s given us hidden 
storage and a display space for the  
knick-knacks I’ve picked up along the 
way,’ says Jackie
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Create interest 

and character with 

an asymmetric mantel 

ÝăņĿĘ¾Ů2Ψ¾ğ×ÿĦłáÝΨŨăŎÿΨ

tall objects at either 

end for balance

Tall order

FIRST FLOOR

GROUND FLOOR

Kitchen

Hallway

Bedroom

Bedroom

Bedroom

Bedroom

Bathroom

Living room

Snug
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colourful Orla Kiely wallpaper, I didn’t 

feel it suited the period of the property,’ 

she says. The draughty old windows 

and front door that kept sticking were 

also swiftly replaced, and although 

Jackie loved the layout of her new home, 

she quickly realised that it lacked the 

ņŎĦł¾÷áΨ¾Ψö¾ĞăĘŮΨĦöΨƅŧáΨğááÝáÝ�ΨΈOÿáΨ

previous owners had lots of freestanding 

furniture. But, as we planned to stay 

here for a while, we decided to invest  

ăğΨƅŎŎáÝΨŨ¾łÝłĦÖáņΨăğΨĦœłΨÖáÝłĦĦĞΨ

¾ğÝΨ¾ΨÖáņĿĦĔáΨÖœăĘŎͺăğΨœğăŎΨăğΨŎÿáΨĘăŧăğ÷Ψ

room, which could house the TV,’  

ņ¾ŮņΨR¾×Ĕăá2ΨŨÿĦΨ¾ĘņĦΨÿ¾ÝΨ¾ΨƅŎŎáÝΨÖáğ×ÿΨ

Ğ¾ÝáΨăğΨŎÿáΨĔăŎ×ÿáğΨŨăŎÿΨ¾ΨĘăöŎͺœĿΨĘăÝΨöĦłΨ

extra storage and to act as occasional 

ņá¾Ŏăğ÷2ΨáĞÖáĘĘăņÿáÝΨŨăŎÿΨŎĦğ÷œáͺ¾ğÝͺ

groove panelling.

DECORATIVE DETAILS

This is where Jackie’s love of panelling 

Öá÷¾ğ�ΨΈEΨ¾ņĔáÝΨĦœłΨđĦăğáłΨŎĦΨ¾ÝÝΨņĦĞáΨ

Ýá×Ħł¾ŎăŧáΨŨĦĦÝáğΨņŎłăĿņΨÖáÿăğÝΨĦœłΨ

HALLWAY

‘I’m drawn to botanical images that 
make a space feel homely, but I don’t 
spend a lot on frames. Most of them 
come from charity shops or budget 
places like IKEA,’ says Jackie.

OUR MUST HAVES Madrid round FR�HH�
WDEOH in Oak, £262, Olivia’s. The Ponytail 
SRVWHU, £33.90, Nordic Nest. For similar, 
try Markslöjd Riggs wall�ODPS in Black, 
£97, Lampmasters

‘The individuality of this house is 
what really appealed to us. It’s  
retained a quirky feel that we love,’ 
says Jackie, who has given the original 
wall cabinet a cottage-core glow up  
by lining it with curtains

‘I like to inject an unusual touch in 
my gallery walls by mixing traditional 
paintings I’ve found in charity shops with 
modern botanicals. This stops the country 
look feeling too twee,’ says Jackie

OăáΨÖĦŨņΨĞ¾ÝáΨ

öłĦĞΨŧáĘŧáŎΨłăÖÖĦğΨŎĦΨ

elevate the look of your 

Christmas tree and 

give it a traditional 

feel

Finishing touch
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SNUG

‘I love decorating this house 
for Christmas. Each living room 

lends itself to having a Christmas 
tree, and I don’t hold back on the 

decorations,’ says Jackie.

OUR MUST HAVES Intelligent 
matt HPXOVLRQ in French Grey, 
£70 for 2.5L, Little Greene. For 

similar, try Bulrush large VWRUDJH�
WUXQN in Natural, £70, John 

Lewis & Partners. For similar, try 
The Evergreen ZUHDWK, £44.95, 

Wreaths. For similar, try Habitat 10 
White LED clip-on candle Christmas 

WUHH�OLJKWV, £5, Argos

‘One thing I’ve learnt is 
that you won’t be comfortable 

in it unless you love it’
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bed, and also to the back of the unit 

in the living room, and I love the easy 

texture and interest it’s given both 

spaces,’ she says. Inspired by the 

carpenter’s handiwork, Jackie and Dave 

decided to have a go themselves, starting 

with their son, Harry’s, bedroom. ‘I 

wanted a tongue-and-groove design 

on the wall and, to be honest, if the old 

walls weren’t so bowed, it would have 

been a lot easier,’ says Jackie. ‘But, after 

watching a few YouTube videos, we got 

the hang of it, and were also able to cut 

around the plug sockets and attach  

the dado rail at the top, which I’m really 

proud of. Though I also learned that a 

paintbrush is far better for getting into 

the grooves than a roller!’

DINING AREA

‘I’m always thinking about 
how my pieces of furniture 
can be multifunctional,’ says 
Jackie. ‘As well as being a 
beautiful addition to the 
room, and creating a pretty 
display, the plate rack is  
also useful for storing 
serving plates.’ 

OUR MUST HAVES For 
similar, try Tolix Style stacking 
side chair in Industrial Grey, 
£39.95, Tolix Style Chairs. For 
similar, try scalloped Natural 
Brown jute rug, £150, Oliver 
Bonas. For similar, try plate 
shelf in poplar wood and iron, 
£42.40, Søstrene Grene

Jackie inherited the tallboy from her sister, and 
she uses it as a larder cupboard. ‘It adds vintage 
charm to the room and is the perfect complement 
to the tongue-and-groove panelling on the wall 
and bench,’ she says

/D\HUHG�XS�FURFNHU\���QLVKHG�
with a crisp white napkin, gives  
instant style and elegance to  
Jackie’s festive tablescape

Make this!  
See p70

Use a crisp white 

tablecloth to provide 

an elegant base that 

will work with 

any style of  

tablescape

Table se�ing
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Moving on to the colour scheme, Jackie 

łá¾ÝăĘŮΨ¾ÝĞăŎņΨŎĦΨÖáăğ÷ΨăğƆœáğ×áÝΨÖŮΨ

trends at the start of the renovation.  

ΈEΨŨáğŎΨöĦłΨ÷łáŮΨ×¾łĿáŎņΨĦğΨŎÿáΨŎĦĿΨƆĦĦł2Ψ

which I would now love to change to 

something more neutral. I tried to make 

the downstairs toilet look a bit modern 

and edgy, but quickly realised it’s not 

really me,’ she admits. ‘I’ve always loved 

earthy, natural colours, so reverted to 

ŎÿáĞ2Ψ÷ł¾Ýœ¾ĘĘŮΨƅğÝăğ÷ΨŨÿ¾ŎΨŨĦłĔáÝΨ

KITCHEN

‘Inheriting the Shaker-style kitchen and range 
FRRNHU�ZDV�GH�QLWHO\�D�VHOOLQJ�SRLQW�EHFDXVH�LWȆV�
the style I would have installed, and it saved us 
WKH�MRE�RI�KDYLQJ�WR��W�LW�Ȇ�VD\V�-DFNLH�

OUR MUST HAVES For similar, try Rangemaster 
Elise 110cm dual fuel range cooker with gas hob in 
China Blue, £3,099, AO. For similar, try the Ohio Grey 
Shaker units, from £103 for a 600mm base unit, 
:LFNHV��)RU�VLPLODU��WU\�%XWOHU�	�5RVH�FHUDPLF��UHFOD\�
butler kitchen sink, £199.99, Tap Warehouse

‘The useful open shelving, which is 
perfect for storing glasses, was here 
when we moved in, and didn’t even 
need painting. So I’ve just spent time 
adding cute, cottage-core accessories,’ 
says Jackie

Jackie carefully considers the window 
treatment when dressing her house  
IRU�&KULVWPDV�ȁ�KHUH��D�IDX[��U�VZDJ�
adds some vibrant greenery to her  
washing-up view

‘This beautiful blue 
range was left by the 

previous owners!’
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in the house and slowly injecting soft 

caramels, warm browns and terracotta 

tones to complement its rustic vibe.’

STRIKING A BALANCE 

‘The bathroom is on my hit list for a 

makeover, but I’d like a new shower and 

œğÝáłƆĦĦłΨÿá¾Ŏăğ÷2ΨņĦΨăŎΉņΨ÷Ħăğ÷ΨŎĦΨÖáΨ

a big project that we need to save for,’ 

explains Jackie. ‘Luckily, the rest of the 

house only needed cosmetic attention, so 

I’ve been able to concentrate on painting 

the rooms and adding personal touches,’ 

she says. Though Jackie admits there 

are times when she wishes she could 

hire someone to do the job. ‘It’s always a 

balance between time and budget, and 

there’s immense satisfaction when we do 

MAIN BEDROOM

‘We’ve got a recurring theme 
throughout of soft shades 
of white, and we’ve gone for 
Ammonite by Farrow & Ball 
in here. It’s a soft shade of 
grey that complements the 
bed and the carpet,’ says 
Jackie, who has warmed up 
the look with rich greens 
and wooden accessories.

OUR MUST HAVES Churchill 
&KHVWHU�HOG�bed, from £799, 
6XHQR��0RGHUQ�emulsion

in Ammonite, £63 for 2.5L, 
Farrow & Ball. For similar, 
WU\�&KDPSDJQH�EXWWRQHG�
EDFN�URXQG�DFFHQW�chair with 
VWXGV��e��������2DN�2XWOHW��)RU�
VLPLODU��WU\�$UFXV�FURZQ�DUFKHG�
LQGRRU�RXWGRRU�ZDOO mirror, 
e�����'XQHOP

‘I went for a 
Shaker design 
for the bespoke 
wardrobes to 
tie in with the 
kitchen units and 
create a sense of 
cohesion. I want 
all the rooms to 
have their own 
personality, but 
still feel part of 
the house’ 

‘I’ve gone for 
a simpler, more 
graphic look in 
Harry’s room, 
though I’ve still 
given it a slight 
country feel with 
wooden textures, 
terracotta 
tones and the 
panelling,’  
says Jackie

‘The individuality of this house 
really appealed to us. It’s retained 

a quirky feel that we love’



REAL HOME

December 2025  69

it ourselves. I just wish it didn’t always 

take so long!’ she laughs.

Adding detail is the part Jackie loves 

ŎÿáΨĞĦņŎ2ΨöłĦĞΨƆĦŨăğ÷Ψ¾ΨņáĘá×ŎăĦğΨĦöΨ

eclectic prints up a gallery wall, to 

hanging a large work of abstract art 

ĦĿĿĦņăŎáΨ¾ΨŎł¾ÝăŎăĦğ¾ĘΨƅłáĿĘ¾×á�ΨQÿáΨŎÿáğΨ

grounds it all with classic pieces of black 

or dark wood furniture. 

‘I like to add my personality, but I keep 

it all cohesive by sticking to a gentle 

palette, which also works really well 

with the traditional Christmas colours 

in my festive decor,’ she says. ‘The best 

compliment someone can give me is that 

they feel relaxed in my home!’ 

HARRY’S ROOM

ȅ3DQHOOLQJ�LV�D�TXLFN�DQG�H�HFWLYH�ZD\�WR�FKDQJH�
a blank wall, and the pegs add a Shaker aesthetic, 
while also being useful,’ says Jackie.

OUR MUST HAVES For similar, try Alia accent chair
LQ�%ULJKW�2UDQJH��e�����'XVN��3DFN�RI���VFUHZ�LQ�RDN�
Shaker pegs��e������2DNFUDIWV��,QWHOOLJHQW�eggshell
in Celestial Blue, £82.50 for 2.5L, Little Greene. For 
VLPLODU��WU\�-XOLSD�6HUHQ�VWULSH�HDV\��W�lampshade
LQ�%OXH��e����-'�:LOOLDPV

BATHROOM

‘The freestanding bath is lovely, but 
it’s a bit of a dust trap behind. We may 
replace it with a built-in design when 
we redo the bathroom,’ says Jackie.

OUR MUST HAVES�$YRFDGR�FKHFN�towel, 
IURP�e����-RKQ�/HZLV�	�3DUWQHUV��)RU�
VLPLODU��WU\�HDV\�URXQG�stool, £95, Style 
2XU�+RPH��)RU�VLPLODU��WU\�=XLYHU�UDFN�
ladder��e����2OLYLDȆV

A good-looking 

ladder is a stylish 

way to store and 

organise your 

towels

Space saver
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Be inspired by Jackie�WR�FUHDWH�D�UXVWLF��QLVKLQJ�
WRXFK�IRU�\RXU�&KULVWPDV�SODFH�VHWWLQJV

Make my style

Shopping list
O�A4 sheet of taupe felt O�scissors 

O�jute cord O�tape measure  

O�PDVNLQJ�WDSH�O�KRW�JOXH�JXQ

O�jute twine

How to…
1For each napkin ULQJ��EHJLQ�E\�

FXWWLQJ�D�UHFWDQJXODU�VWULS�RI�IHOW�

PHDVXULQJ�DSSUR[LPDWHO\����/��[�

���FP�:��

2Next, cut nine�HTXDO�OHQJWKV�RI�WKH�

MXWH�FRUG��DQG�JURXS�WKHP�LQWR�WKUHH�

VHWV�RI�WKUHH�VWUDQGV��IRU�WKH�WKUHH�

SODLWV�RI�\RXU�EUDLG���,I�\RX�FXW�WKH�FRUGV�

WR�PHDVXUH�DSSUR[LPDWHO\���FP�ORQJ��

\RX�FDQ�JHW�WZR�QDSNLQ�ULQJV�RXW�RI�D�

VLQJOH�EUDLG��EXW�DOO�\RX�UHDOO\�QHHG�WR�

GR�LV�HQVXUH�WKDW�LW ȆV�DERXW��FP�ORQJHU�

than your piece of felt.

3With the strands of cord laid neatly 

QH[W�WR�HDFK�RWKHU��XVH�PDVNLQJ�

tape to attach one end of the strands to 

your work surface. This will help make 

WKH�EUDLGLQJ�SURFHVV�PXFK�HDVLHU�

4 Divide the cords�LQWR�WKUHH�JURXSV�

RI�WKUHH�VWUDQGV�HDFK��:RUNLQJ�

ZLWK�JURXSV�RI�WKUHH�VWUDQGV�DW�D�

WLPH��VWDUW�SODLWLQJ�WKH�FRUGV�WRJHWKHU��

NHHSLQJ�WKH�SODLW�QLFH�DQG��DW��<RX�

VKRXOG�VRRQ�HQG�XS�ZLWK�D�ZLGH���DW�

rope braid.

5 Use a hot�JOXH�JXQ�WR�JOXH�WKH�

strip of felt to one side of the 

rope braid. Once the felt has been 

JOXHG�WR�WKH�URSH�EUDLG�DQG�KDV�GULHG�

FRPSOHWHO\��SHHO�DZD\�WKH�PDVNLQJ�

taped ends and trim the braid to the 

VDPH�OHQJWK�DV�WKH�IHOW�

6Use the hot�JOXH�JXQ�WR�JOXH�

WKH�URSH�EUDLG�LQWR�D�FLUFOH��

RYHUODSSLQJ�WKH�HQGV�E\�DERXW��FP��7R�

GLVJXLVH�WKH�MRLQ��ZUDS�D�OHQJWK�RI�MXWH�

WZLQH�DURXQG�WKH�QDSNLQ�ULQJ��JOXLQJ�

ZLWK�WKH�KRW�JOXH�JXQ�DV�\RX�ZLQG�LW�

around. Repeat this process to make 

DV�PDQ\�QDSNLQ�ULQJV�DV�\RX�ZLVK�

KNOTTED napkin rings

Fold your napkin 
in half to create an 

a�ractive shape
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‘Making these thoughtful,

 decorative touches is a mindful

 activity at such a busy time of year’
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Mix timeless pieces and festive colours with contemporary 
touches to get Jackie’s traditional look with a twist

Steal my style

1. Elliot Antique Brass table lamp with shade, £45, där lighting 2. Large Red velvet bow decoration, £4, B&Q 3. Floral quilt, £49, 
Idyll Home 4. Sausalito mini bedside table, £399, Pottery Barn 5. Figure in Beige print, from £18.95, Desenio 6. Apple and berry 

garland, £29.99, Dobbies 7. &RXQWU\VLGH�&KDUP�UX�H�cushion, £36, The French Bedroom Company 8. Taper candles, 19cm, 
 £4 for 10, Søstrene Grene 9. Matt Forest Green glass bauble with White berry branches, £5.99, Gisela Graham

COTTAGE cheer 

Elkstone Mellow 
Oak monks 
bench with 
storage, £675, 
The Cotswold 
Company

1

7

6

4

For a home that 

exudes period charm, 

avoid anything too glitzy, 

and instead add nods to the 

season by layering up soft 

accessories in a mix of 

traditional motifs 

and colours 

Cosy & classic
2

3

5

9

8
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D 
áņĿăŎáΨŎÿáăłΨÖáņŎΨáƂĦłŎņ2Ψ:¾×ÿ¾áĘΨ

¾ğÝΨ}¾œĘΨ}¾÷áΉņΨƅłņŎΨ�ÿłăņŎĞ¾ņΨ

ăğΨŎÿáăłΨğáŨΨÿĦĞáΨÝăÝğΉŎΨ÷ĦΨ¾ņΨ

ŎÿáŮΉÝΨÿĦĿáÝ�ΨΈ¦áΨĿĘ¾ğğáÝΨŎĦΨņĿáğÝΨ

�ÿłăņŎĞ¾ņΨŨăŎÿΨö¾ĞăĘŮΨÖœŎ2ΨÖá×¾œņáΨ

ĦöΨĘ¾ņŎͺĞăğœŎáΨ�ĦŧăÝΨłáņŎłă×ŎăĦğņ2ΨŨáΨ

áğÝáÝΨœĿΨĦğΨĦœłΨĦŨğΨăğņŎá¾Ý2ΉΨ:¾×ÿ¾áĘΨ

áŭĿĘ¾ăğņ�ΨΈdœłΨÿĦœņáΨŨ¾ņΨŧáłŮΨÖ¾łáΨ¾ņΨŨáΨ

ÿ¾ÝΨğĦΨöœłğăŎœłá2ΨÖœŎΨŨáΨÝăÝΨĞ¾ğ¾÷áΨŎĦΨ

ĿœŎΨ¾ΨĘăŎŎĘáΨŎłááΨœĿΨăğΨŎÿáΨĘăŧăğ÷ΨłĦĦĞΨöĦłΨ

ņĦĞáΨņá¾ņĦğ¾ĘΨ×ÿááł�Ή

$IWHU�D�ZKLUOZLQG�PRYH�DQG�D�ORW�RI�KDUG�ZRUN��Rachael and Paul Page�KDYH�
�OOHG�WKHLU�EHDXWLIXO�(GZDUGLDQ�SURSHUW\�ZLWK�ZDUPWK��FRORXU�DQG�VSDUNOH

ΈdœłΨÿĦĞáΨöááĘņΨņĦΨ
Ğ¾÷ă×¾ĘΨ¾ŎΨ�ÿłăņŎĞ¾ņΉ

‘We walked 
along this 
street every 
day and we 
used to dream 
of living here,’ 
says Rachael, 
who wasn’t 
fazed by the 
amount of 
work the house 
needed, and 
jumped at the 
chance to buy it 

Edwardian family house

�áöĦłáΨĞĦŧăğ÷Ψăğ2ΨŎÿáΨ×ĦœĿĘáΨĘăŧáÝΨăğΨ

¾ΨƆ¾Ŏ2Ψ¾ğÝΨŨáłáΨĘĦĦĔăğ÷ΨöĦłΨ¾ΨÿĦĞáΨŎÿ¾ŎΨ

Ũ¾ņΨĞĦłáΨö¾ĞăĘŮΨöłăáğÝĘŮ�ΨΈ¦áΨœņáÝΨŎĦΨ

ņŎłĦĘĘΨÝĦŨğΨŎÿăņΨņŎłááŎΨáŧáłŮΨÝ¾Ů2ΨÖœŎΨŎÿáΨ

ÿĦœņáņΨŨáłáΨŨ¾ŮΨĦœŎΨĦöΨĦœłΨĿłă×áΨł¾ğ÷á2ΉΨ

ņÿáΨņ¾Ůņ�ΨOÿ¾ŎΨŨ¾ņ2ΨœğŎăĘΨŎÿáŮΨņĿĦŎŎáÝΨ

ŎÿăņΨĿłĦĿáłŎŮΨöĦłΨņ¾Ęá�ΨEŎΨŨ¾ņΨĞĦłáΨ

¾ƂĦłÝ¾ÖĘáΨ¾ņΨăŎΨÿ¾ÝΨ¾ΨņĞ¾ĘĘΨ÷¾łÝáğΨ¾ğÝΨăŎΨ

ğááÝáÝΨłáğĦŧ¾ŎăĦğΨŨĦłĔ2ΨÖœŎΨŎÿ¾ŎΨÝăÝğΉŎΨ

ÖĦŎÿáłΨ:¾×ÿ¾áĘΨ¾ğÝΨ}¾œĘ�ΨΈ¦áΨÿ¾ÝΨĦœłΨ

ĦƂáłΨ¾××áĿŎáÝΨŨÿáğΨŨáΨŨáłáΨ¾ŎΨ9¾ŎŨă×ĔΨ

�łăğ÷ΨöáņŎăŧáΨ×ÿááłΨ

ŎĦΨŮĦœłΨO¥ΨÖŮΨņŨăŎ×ÿăğ÷Ψ

ŎÿáΨņ×łááğΨņ¾ŧáłΨŎĦΨ¾Ψ

ņá¾ņĦğ¾ĘΨņ×áğáΨWΨ¾ΨņğĦŨŮΨ

ŧăĘĘ¾÷áΨĦłΨŎŨăğĔĘăğ÷Ψ

Ęă÷ÿŎņΨĞ¾ĔáΨ¾ğΨăğņŎ¾ğŎΨ

Ŏ¾ĘĔăğ÷ΨĿĦăğŎ

Picture this
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LIVING ROOM

In her living room, Rachael’s traditional 
palette of reds and greens feels cosy 
DQG�IHVWLYH��ZKLOH�D�ZRUNLQJ��UHSODFH�
keeps the space warm and welcoming.

OUR MUST HAVES Baubles, from £24.99 
for 20, Homesense. Bluebell armchair, 
£900; Valentin footstool, from £310, 
ERWK�6RID�FRP��+DOR�(DUOH�&KHVWHU�HOG�
large 3-seater sofa, £2,349, John Lewis 
	�3DUWQHUV��0RQWUHDO�1DWXUDO�-DGH�rug, 
IURP�e�����5XJJDEOH��&DPGHQ�*ROG�
IUDPHG�mirror��e�����:LOOLDP�:RRG��
Cushions, from £32.99, Meggy & Me. 
Faux fur throw, £55, Dunelm 

WE ARE Rachael Page, 37, a 
teacher, #SDJHVBRQBFUHVFHQW��
P\�KXVEDQG��3DXO������D�VDOHV�
GLUHFWRU��DQG�RXU�WZR�FKLOGUHQ��
&ODUD��IRXU��DQG�$OH[��WZR�

OUR HOME IS�DQ�(GZDUGLDQ�
GHWDFKHG�KRXVH�LQ�:RNLQJKDP��
EXLOW�LQ�������:HȆYH�OLYHG�KHUH�VLQFH�
1RYHPEHU������

MY FAVOURITE ROOM is Alex’s 
EHGURRP�ȁ�LW ȆV�WKH�SHUIHFW�OLWWOH�
boy’s nursery.

MY BEST VINTAGE FIND is the 
FKHVW�RI�GUDZHUV�LQ�RXU�EHGURRP��
which cost just £20.

WHAT I LEARNED Don’t rush in. 
,�VWDUWHG�RQ�WRR�PDQ\�SURMHFWV�DW�
RQFH��DQG�PDGH�VRPH�FKRLFHV�WKDW�
,�GLGQȆW�WKLQN�WKURXJK�HQRXJK�

Come on in…

Rachael’s ceramic houses, collected 
over years from John Lewis and 
Homesense, add whimsical charm 
to her mantelpiece and feature 
throughout her home

A large 
&KHVWHU�HOG�VRID�
from John Lewis  
adds texture 
and comfort 
to this neutral 
space, which is 
perfect for family 
gatherings

Fill a bowl 
with your best 
baubles for a 
VLPSOH��H�HFWLYH�
way to bring 
cheer to your 
FR�HH�WDEOH

‘My perfect Christmas is 
being in our home with 

family, and it’s magical 
now we have children’
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FIRST FLOOR

GROUND FLOOR

SECOND FLOOR

Kitchen

Bedroom

Bedroom

Bedroom

Bedroom

Bedroom

Bedroom

Bathroom

Bathroom

WC

Hallway Living room

Dining room
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airport, so our holiday was a whirlwind 

of phone calls to our mortgage company 

and solicitors,’ remembers Rachel. They 

moved in a month before Christmas. ‘We 

had 48 hours to pack up our lives and 

move. It was crazy!’ she laughs.

TIME TO TRANSFORM

This beautiful Edwardian house had 

been a much-loved family home, but  

the interior needed a lot of attention and 

KITCHEN

The kitchen will eventually be opened 
into the dining room to create a 
family-sized space, but the original 
stained-glass back door will remain as 
a treasured feature.

OUR MUST HAVES For similar, try Galley 
HDV\��W�pendant shade, £10, Dunelm. 
For similar, try Burnt Orange premium 
glass kitchen splashback, £99.95, B&Q. 
For similar, try Bialetti Moka Express hob 
espresso FR	HH�PDNHU, from £29.95, 
John Lewis & Partners 

TLC. ‘Inside, there were wall-to-wall 

green and orange carpets and heavily 

patterned 1970s wallpaper. Also, all the 

wooden windows were rotting, so the 

house was freezing,’ says Rachael. ‘The 

bathroom had an avocado suite, and the 

electric shower sounded like it would 

explode at any moment.’ 

Thankfully, there were no structural 

issues, so they set to work straightaway, 

ripping up carpets, removing the two old 
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‘The dining chairs were very old 
and the leather was peeling, 

so I bought covers and they look 
much smarter now’

For an intimate 

Christmas table, cluster 

candles down the centre. 

Use mismatched holders 

for a relaxed look and 

mix heights to create 

¾ΨņĦöŎ2ΨƆ¾ŎŎáłăğ÷Ψ

glow

Festive glow

DINING ROOM

The dining room is saved for special 
occasions. Amazon chair covers 
disguise tired leather, lifting the whole 
space on a budget.

OUR MUST HAVES For similar, try scroll-
back GLQLQJ�FKDLUV, £199 for 2; extending 
dining table, £679; VLGHERDUG, £599, all 
DFS. 3ODFHPDWV, £4 each, IKEA. Napkins, 
£24.99 for 4, La Redoute. Indoor LED 
star GHFRUDWLRQV, from £39.99 each, 
/LJKWV�IXQ��'HDG��DW�HPXOVLRQ in 
Ammonite, £79 for 2.5L, Farrow & Ball

Rachael keeps her 
Christmas table neutral, 
with rattan placemats, glass 
candlesticks and vintage 
cutlery for a timeless setting

Fold napkins into 
Christmas tree shapes  
to add a playful detail to  
your dining table
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ÖĦăĘáłņ�ΨƅŎŎăğ÷Ψ¾ΨğáŨΨĦğáΨ¾ğÝΨ×ÿ¾ğ÷ăğ÷Ψ

¾ĘĘΨŎÿáΨŨăğÝĦŨņ�

�œÝ÷áŎΨłáņŎłă×ŎăĦğņΨņÿ¾ĿáÝΨŎÿáăłΨá¾łĘŮΨ

œĿÝ¾Ŏáņ�ΨΈ�áĿĘ¾×ăğ÷ΨŎÿáΨŨăğÝĦŨņΨ¾ğÝΨ

ƅŎŎăğ÷Ψ¾ΨğáŨΨÖĦăĘáłΨŨáłáΨáņņáğŎă¾Ęņ�Ψ

ÖœŎΨŎÿáņáΨłáĿ¾ăłņΨĘáöŎΨœņΨŨăŎÿΨĘăŎŎĘáΨ

ĞĦğáŮΨŎĦΨÝĦΨĞœ×ÿΨáĘņá�ΉΨņÿáΨņ¾Ůņ�Ψ

Έ¦áΨ×ĦœĘÝğΉŎΨ¾ƂĦłÝΨŎĦΨłáĿĘ¾ņŎáł�ΨÖœŎΨEΨ

×ĦœĘÝğΉŎΨĘăŧáΨŨăŎÿΨĦł¾ğ÷á�ΨņĦΨEΨĿ¾ăğŎáÝΨ

ĦŧáłΨŎÿáΨŨ¾ĘĘĿ¾ĿáłΨăğΨ×¾ĘĞăğ÷ΨğáœŎł¾ĘņΨ

¾ņΨ¾ΨŎáĞĿĦł¾łŮΨƅŭ�ΉΨ�ÿáŮΨłăĿĿáÝΨœĿΨ

ŎÿáΨ×¾łĿáŎņΨ¾ğÝΨņ¾ğÝáÝΨŎÿáΨĦłă÷ăğ¾ĘΨ

ƆĦĦłÖĦ¾łÝņΨăğΨŎÿáΨÿ¾ĘĘΨ¾ğÝΨĘăŧăğ÷Ψ

łĦĦĞ�ΨΈEŎΨŨ¾ņΨÿ¾łÝΨŨĦłĔ�ΨÖœŎΨăŎΨĞ¾ÝáΨ

áŧáłŮŎÿăğ÷ΨĘĦĦĔΨöłáņÿáł�Ή

BALANCING THE BUDGET

�öŎáłΨŎŨĦΨŮá¾łņΨĦöΨÿ¾łÝΨņ¾ŧăğ÷�ΨŎÿáΨ

×ĦœĿĘáΨŎœłğáÝΨŎÿáăłΨ¾ŎŎáğŎăĦğΨŎĦΨŎÿáΨ

Ö¾ŎÿłĦĦĞ�ΨΈEΨÝá×ăÝáÝΨŎĦΨ÷ĦΨöĦłΨ¾ΨĞĦÝáłğΨ

×ĦœğŎłŮΨĘĦĦĔ�ΨņĦΨEΨĦĿŎáÝΨöĦłΨŨ¾ĘĘΨ

Ŀ¾ğáĘĘăğ÷Ψ¾ğÝΨĿă×ĔáÝΨŎł¾ÝăŎăĦğ¾ĘͺņŎŮĘáΨ

ƅŎŎăğ÷ņ�ΨEΉĞΨņĦΨĿĘá¾ņáÝΨŨăŎÿΨŎÿáΨáğÝΨ

łáņœĘŎ�ΉΨłáƆá×ŎņΨ�¾×ÿ¾áĘ�

�ĦΨņ¾ŧáΨĞĦğáŮΨáĘņáŨÿáłá�Ψ�¾×ÿ¾áĘΨ

ņÿĦĿĿáÝΨöĦłΨņá×ĦğÝÿ¾ğÝΨƅğÝņ�ΨΈEΨĿĦĿΨ

ăğŎĦΨ¾ΨÖłăĘĘă¾ğŎΨĘĦ×¾ĘΨöœłğăŎœłáΨ×ÿ¾łăŎŮΨ

ņÿĦĿΨ¾ŎΨĘá¾ņŎΨŎŨă×áΨ¾ΨŨááĔ�Ψ¾ğÝΨEΉĞΨĦğΨ

8¾×áÖĦĦĔΨ]¾łĔáŎĿĘ¾×áΨ¾ĘĘΨŎÿáΨŎăĞá�ΨEΉŧáΨ

ÖááğΨĔğĦŨğΨŎĦΨłáņ×œáΨĿăá×áņΨöłĦĞΨŎÿáΨ

ŎăĿ�ΨÖłá¾Ŏÿăğ÷ΨĘăöáΨăğŎĦΨŎÿáĞΨŨăŎÿΨ¾ΨĘă×ĔΨĦöΨ

Ŀ¾ăğŎ�ΉΨņÿáΨáŭĿĘ¾ăğņ�ΨΈEöΨEΨŨĦğΨŎÿáΨĘĦŎŎáłŮ�Ψ

EΉÝΨÖœŮΨöłĦĞΨ"ĦÿĦΨAĦĞá�ΨÖœŎΨEΨÝĦΨƅğÝΨ

Ŏÿ¾ŎΨ÷ĦĦÝΨņá×ĦğÝÿ¾ğÝΨöœłğăŎœłáΨĘ¾ņŎņΨ

¾ğÝΨÿ¾ņΨĘĦŎņΨĦöΨ×ÿ¾ł¾×Ŏáł�Ή

HALLWAY

Built-in storage and hooks turn 
Rachael’s hallway into a practical  
boot room for winter. A striped stair 
runner with whipped edges adds 
warmth and character.

OUR MUST HAVES Interior wood paint
in Gresham Blue, £18.99 per 750ml, 
Rust-Oleum. Tartan bows, £2 for 6, 
Hobbycraft. Silver lantern, £25, Dunelm. 
For similar, try Savannah rug, from 
£119, Dunelm. Paper stars, £8.38 each, 
S�strene Grene. For similar, try wooden 
beaded garland, £11.25, Quince & Cook

Rachael enjoys decorating her 
original staircase with inexpensive 
garlands, personalising them with 
paper stars and wooden beads for  
a handmade feel

Make this!  
See p80
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‘The 	replace in our 
bedroom has the original 
green tiles and hearth – 

so I chose soothing 
colours to work around them’

�ÝÝΨ×ĦņŮΨ�ÿłăņŎĞ¾ņΨ

ŎĦœ×ÿáņΨŎĦΨŮĦœłΨÖáÝłĦĦĞΨ

ŨăŎÿΨ¾ΨöáņŎăŧáΨŎÿłĦŨ�Ψ�Ψ

łă×ÿΨŎ¾łŎ¾ğΨĦłΨÝááĿΨłáÝΨ

ŧáĘŧáŎΨăğņŎ¾ğŎĘŮΨĞ¾ĔáņΨ

ŎÿáΨņĿ¾×áΨöááĘΨŨ¾łĞΨ

¾ğÝΨņá¾ņĦğ¾Ę

Snuggle up

MAIN BEDROOM

The main bedroom 
makeover includes  
a new carpet, built-in 
wardrobes and green  
walls to complement  
WKH�RULJLQDO��UHSODFH�

OUR MUST HAVES For 
similar, try Mika mango wood 
frame, £25, Oliver Bonas. 
For similar, try porcelain 
Christmas trees, from £9 
each, Garden Trading. Alice 
upholstered double bed, 
£499, John Lewis & Partners. 
Christmas tree throw, £7, 
Online Home Shop. Camille 
Limewash oak 3-drawer 
chest, £799, The Cotswold 
Company. For similar, try 
Haske ceramic table lamp, 
£190, Layered Lounge. Dead 
�DW emulsion in Mizzle, £79 
for 2.5L, Farrow & Ball

To furnish 
her bedroom 
D�RUGDEO\��
Rachael sourced 
this £20 antique 
chest of drawers 
from Facebook 
Marketplace

A collection of ceramic 
houses brings festive cheer 
to Rachael’s bedroom 
mantelpiece – part of her 
much-loved Christmas decor 

 áņĿăŎáΨƅŧáΨŮá¾łņΨĦöΨÿ¾łÝΨŨĦłĔ�Ψ

�¾×ÿ¾áĘΨ¾ÝĞăŎņΨŎÿ¾ŎΨğĦŎΨáŧáłŮΨ E¬Ψ

Ýá×ăņăĦğΨÿ¾ņΨņŎłœ×ĔΨŎÿáΨłă÷ÿŎΨ×ÿĦłÝ�Ψ

Έ�ŎΨŎÿáΨņŎ¾łŎΨEΨłœņÿáÝΨ¾ΨöáŨΨłĦĦĞņ�Ψ¾ğÝΨ

ŨáΉŧáΨņŎăĘĘΨ÷ĦŎΨ¾Ψ×ĦœĿĘáΨŎÿ¾ŎΨ¾łáΨÿ¾ĘöΨ

ƅğăņÿáÝ�ΨEöΨEΨ×ĦœĘÝΨņŎ¾łŎΨ¾÷¾ăğ�ΨEΉÝΨŎ¾ĔáΨ

ĦğΨĦğáΨłĦĦĞΨ¾ŎΨ¾ΨŎăĞá�ΉΨņÿáΨņ¾Ůņ�Ψ�ÿáΨ

ņ¾ğÝáÝΨƆĦĦłÖĦ¾łÝņΨÿ¾ŧáΨ¾ĘņĦΨÖááğΨ¾Ψ

Ęá¾łğăğ÷Ψ×œłŧá�ΨΈ�ÿáŮΨĘĦĦĔΨĘĦŧáĘŮ�ΨÖœŎΨ

ŎÿáŮΨ¾łáΨÝł¾œ÷ÿŎŮΨăğΨŨăğŎáłΨ¾ğÝΨŎÿáŮΉłáΨ

ņŎăĘĘΨĦł¾ğ÷á�Ψ�ÿáŮΨ¾ĘņĦΨğááÝΨ¾ΨĘĦŎΨĞĦłáΨ

œĿĔááĿΨŎÿ¾ğΨEΨáŧáłΨáŭĿá×ŎáÝ�ΉΨņÿáΨ¾ÝĞăŎņ�Ψ

�ÿáłáΨÿ¾ŧáΨÖááğΨÖă÷÷áłΨņáŎÖ¾×Ĕņ�ΨŎĦĦ�Ψ

Έ¦áΨÿ¾ÝΨ¾ΨĘá¾ĔΨăğΨŎÿáΨĘĦöŎΨöłĦĞΨ¾ΨĿăĿá�Ψ

¾ğÝΨŨ¾ŎáłΨĿĦœłáÝΨÝĦŨğΨŎÿłĦœ÷ÿΨŎÿłááΨ

ƆĦĦłņ�ΨEŎΨŨ¾ņΨłá¾ĘĘŮΨ¾ŨöœĘΨ¾ŎΨŎÿáΨŎăĞá�ΨÖœŎΨ
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it’s amazing how quickly you forget!’  

she laughs.

LOOKING FORWARD

The to-do list is very long, but in the 

best way. ‘We’re planning a kitchen 

and dining extension, more bedroom 

makeovers, new radiators, some 

replastering and restoring of period 

details,’ explains Rachael. ‘An old house 

is always a work in progress, but as this 

is our forever home, we’re not in a rush.’

�ÿłăņŎĞ¾ņΨăņΨŧáłŮΨÝăƂáłáğŎΨöłĦĞΨŨÿáğΨ

ŎÿáŮΨƅłņŎΨĞĦŧáÝΨăğ�ΨOÿáΨö¾ĞăĘŮΨ×ÿĦĦņáΨ

a real tree from a local farm, and they 

ņŎ¾łŎΨÝá×Ħł¾Ŏăğ÷ΨĦğΨŎÿáΨƅłņŎΨŨááĔáğÝΨăğΨ

 á×áĞÖáł�ΨΈEΨĘĦŧáΨŎĦΨƅĘĘΨĦœłΨÿĦĞáΨŨăŎÿΨ

garlands, velvet bows and decorations 

I’ve collected over time,’ says Rachael. 

‘My mum buys me a new bauble every 

year, which I treasure.’ This year, 

they’re particularly looking forward to 

celebrating with family. ‘We leave out 

rum and a carrot for Father Christmas 

¾ğÝΨÿ¾ğ÷ΨœĿΨņŎĦ×Ĕăğ÷ņΨ¾ŎΨŎÿáΨƅłáĿĘ¾×á�Ψ

At this time of year, the house feels so 

magical and full of love.’ 

ALEX’S NURSERY

Alex’s nursery features a 
sea-themed wallpaper that 
Rachael tracked down after 
a long search, creating a 
calm, playful space.

OUR MUST HAVES For 
similar, try Della Ocean Blue 
wallpaper, £76.44 per roll, 
Sandberg. Clean Oceans 
poster, from £23, Studio Loco. 
Peg shelf, £125, Autumn’s 
Corner. Ruler height chart, 
£155, Real Ruler Co. Save 
The Planet II poster, from 
£6.95, Juniqe. Dulux Heritage 
velvet matt wall paint in 
Rosemary Leaf, £46 for 2.5L, 
B&Q. Modern emulsion in 
Cromarty, £63 for 2.5L,  
Farrow & Ball

‘I chose soft greens and 
blues for a soothing scheme 
in the nursery, and I love the 
vintage chest of drawers in 
here,’ says Rachael

A large-scale repeat 
pattern on a statement 
wallpaper can make a 

generous room feel cosier, 
while more detailed, intricate 

designs are better suited 
to smaller spaces

Wonder walls
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CLARA’S BEDROOM

Clara’s room is cosy 
and colourful with bold 
wallpaper, fresh carpet and 
pretty bedding.

OUR MUST HAVES

Roomblush nursery safari 
jungle wallpaper, £89 per roll, 
B&Q. For similar, try Hannah 
Retro Ditsy duvet cover and 
pillowcase set, £24 for a 
double, Dunelm. Anyday Wave 
double bed frame, £349, John 
Lewis & Partners. Dream in 
Pink children’s print, from 
£18, Wonder & Rah. Modern 
emulsion in Calamine, £63 for 
2.5L, Farrow & Ball

BATHROOM

The bathroom’s modern 
makeover features 
WUDGLWLRQDO��WWLQJV��ZDOO�
panelling and patterned 
tiles for period charm.

OUR MUST HAVES Wiven 
wall tiles, £49.99 per sq m, 
Topps Tiles. For similar, try 
Mijas 
RRU�WLOHV, £19.80 per sq 
m, Tile Warehouse. Burlington 
basin, £449.95; for similar, try 
Chatsworth mirror, £129.95, 
both Victorian Plumbing. For 
similar, try Broden ribbed 
wall lights,£45 each, Dunelm. 
Modern emulsion in Treron 
and Slipper Satin, £63 each  
for 2.5L, Farrow & Ball

�7KH��UHSODFH�DGGV�
period character to 
Clara’s bedroom, 
which Rachael has 
decorated so that 
it won’t look too 
young as she grows

Timeless lighting, classic 
panelling and a traditional 
mirror complete Rachael’s 
elegant bathroom
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Use gentle greenery to make a pared-back door decoration  
that looks natural and stylish, just like Rachael’s

Make my style

Foliage WREATH

Thread some 

longer trailing 

stems of foliage for 

a romantic look

Shopping list
O�woven willow wreath base  

O�sprigs of foliage – real or faux  

O��RULVW ȆV�VWXE�ZLUH�O�scissors 

O wire cutters O�rose hips, or other 

decorative botanicals, for example 

berries O�ribbon

How to…
1 Begin by adding a light base 

layer of foliage to your wreath. 

,QGLYLGXDO�VSULJV�RI��U��KROO\��

eucalyptus and ivy are ideal for this. 

:LQG�D�OHQJWK�RI��RULVW ȆV�VWXE�ZLUH�

around the base of the stems, leaving 

about 8cm of wire free to attach the 

foliage to the wreath.

2 Use sharp scissors to trim the 

ends of the stems so that the 

foliage is roughly the same length  

as your hand.  

3 3ODFH�WKH��UVW�sprig of foliage in 

the centre of the wreath with the 

stem against the base and the foliage 

facing outwards. Push the ends of 

the stub wire through the gaps in the 

wreath base and twist them together 

at the back of the wreath to hold the 

foliage securely in place. Use wire 

cutters to trim away any excess wire.

4 Once you have lightly covered 

the wreath base in foliage, start 

to add bunches of rose hips, or other 

decorative elements, such as clusters 

of ivy berries or sprigs of holly berries, 

securing in the same way as you did 

the foliage. Add these decorative 

elements in odd numbers, as this 

tends to work much better visually 

than even amounts.

5 Cut a length of ribbon, thread the 

ends through the willow at the top 

of the wreath and tie it in a bow.

6 Finally, thread a loop of stub wire 

through the back of the wreath – 

use this to hang on your door.
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‘For a more relaxed feel I weave in 

a few handmade decorations – 

ŎÿáŮΉłáΨ¾ƂĦłÝ¾ÖĘáΨ¾ğÝΨöœğΨŎĦΨÝĦ͠Ή
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Go big with bows and cosy up with warm tones  
and plush textures, like Rachael has

Steal my style

1. Velvet bow and ribbon striped stocking, £25, Oliver Bonas 2. Decorative bows in Red, Pink or Green, £10 for 8, Talking Tables
3. Cath Kidston Rodeo accent chair in Canvas Cream Chenille, £399, Next 4. Sourdough & Latte faux fur throw, £125, The French 

Bedroom Company 5. Bow Peach & Rosemary handmade candle, £29, Bloom & Brew 6. &DWKHULQH�/DQV�HOG�VR�VRIW�YHOYHW�
touch double frill square cushion in Blush, £16, Dunelm 7. Cosy Christmas napkins, £21 for 4, Sophie Allport 8. Ceramic Warm 

White LED presents, £14 for 2, B&Q

Comfort & JOY

For a pretty take 

on Christmas, choose 

bow details and frills 

in a simple palette of 

coordinating colours. Use 

them on your tree, your 

mantelpiece and  

furniture 

Take a bow

1

5

3

7

2

6

4

8
Green 7ft pre-lit dew drop Christmas tree, 

£270; Green 40cm pre-lit wreath with bells, 
£40; White and Red ceramic Christmas 

present ornaments, £30; ceramic Christmas 
ornament tree in Cream, £18; Natural wood 

deer candle holder, £33; Mulled Spice 
votive candles, £12 for 3; Clear Christmas 

gingerbread house lit cloche decoration, £38; 
Green pre-lit Christmas garland with 250cm 

bells, £65, all Laura Ashley
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7DNH�D�ORRN�DW�WKHVH�JHQLXV�TXLFN��[HV�IRU�
WKRVH�RIWHQ�IRUJRWWHQ�GHWDLOV��DQG�PDNH�\RXU�
KRPH�JXHVW�UHDG\�LQ�QR�WLPHȏ

T
he festive season is upon us, and with it comes the joy of welcoming friends 

and family into your home. But sometimes, in the rush to prepare, a few 

little things get overlooked. If this is you, there’s still time to add those 

ƅğăņÿăğ÷ΨŎĦœ×ÿáņΨŎÿ¾ŎΨĞ¾ĔáΨ¾ĘĘΨŎÿáΨÝăƂáłáğ×á�Ψ8łĦĞΨŎăÝŮăğ÷ΨœĿΨ÷œáņŎΨņĿ¾×áņΨŎĦΨ

adding special decor and stocking up on essentials, a few easy steps can turn your 

home into a cosy, inviting retreat. Here are nine ways to help you host in style.

Spruce up
your entrance
6HW�WKH�WRQH�IRU�\RXU�JXHVWV�

as soon as they arrive by 

WUDQVIRUPLQJ�\RXU�IURQW�HQWUDQFH�

LQWR�D�ZDUP�DQG�LQYLWLQJ�VSDFH��6WDUW�

ZLWK�D�VHDVRQDO�ZUHDWK��JDUODQG��RU�

WZLQNOLQJ�OLJKWV�DURXQG�WKH�IURQW�GRRU��

DQG�DGG�D�GRRU�PDW�ZLWK�D�FKHHUIXO�

PHVVDJH�RU�IHVWLYH�GHVLJQ��,QVLGH��

HQJDJH�WKH�VHQVHV�XVLQJ�D�IUDJUDQFH�

GL�XVHU�RU�VFHQWHG�FDQGOHV�ZLWK�QRWHV�

RI�FLQQDPRQ��SLQH�RU�YDQLOOD��

3OD\LQJ�VRIW��&KULVWPDV�PXVLF�MXVW�

LQVLGH�WKH�GRRUZD\�DOVR�DGGV�DQ�

XSOLIWLQJ�DWPRVSKHUH��VR�SODFH�D�VPDOO�

Bluetooth speaker near the entrance 

DQG�KDYH�WXQHV�RQ�VWDQGE\��.HHS�WKH�

DUHD�ZHOO�OLW��FOXWWHU�IUHH�DQG�FRV\��ZLWK�

VSDFH�VHW�DVLGH�IRU�H[WUD�FRDWV�DQG�

VKRHV��$OWRJHWKHU��WKHVH�WKRXJKWIXO�

touches create an inviting impression.

CHRISTMAS 
GUESTS ARE 
ALMOST HERE!

Make coming and going 
easy by leaving a spare key 
or door code for guests. It’s 
a simple touch that gives 
them freedom, and makes 
them feel right at home.

Remi letter rack and key 
hooks��e���'XQHOP

 Don’t forget your home’s exterior – cast a warm, golden 
glow with twinkling LED lights and lanterns that instantly 
elevate your entranceway.

&RQQHFW*R�RXWGRRU�garland�LQ�:DUP�:KLWH��IURP�e�������
��FP�HXFDO\SWXV�RXWGRRU�&KULVWPDV�wreath��FXUUHQWO\�SULFHG�
DW�e�����������FP�EDWWHU\�/('�SLOODU�outdoor candles��
e�����HDFK��DOO�)HVWLYH�/LJKWV

Bring in some generous swags of faux foliage  
and plenty of soft textures to up the luxe factor. 

5HG�EHUU\�	�SLQH�FRQH�garland��e������FKHFN�cushion��e������
cable knit cushion��e������KHVVLDQ�sack��e������FDEOH�NQLW�
stockings��e�����HDFK��DOO�+RPH�%DUJDLQV�

Share the joy of high-
speed internet with your 
loved ones using this 
cheerful, printable sign! 

5HDG\�WR�SULQW�&KULVWPDV�
ZL���sign��e������
7KH+RPHO\$YHQXH�DW�(WV\
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Create a quick 
home tour
)RU�JXHVWV�VWD\LQJ�D�ZKLOH��

D�WKRXJKWIXO�ZHOFRPH�

SDFNDJH�RQ�WKH�EHGVLGH�

WDEOH�PDNHV�DOO�WKH�GL�HUHQFH��3UHSDUH�

D�SULQWHG�UXQGRZQ�WKDW�LQFOXGHV�\RXU�

KRPHȆV�ZL���GHWDLOV��QHWZRUN�QDPH�DQG�

SDVVZRUG���DQG�ODXQGU\�EDVLFV�VXFK�DV�

ZKHUH�WR��QG�WKH�ZDVKLQJ�GHWHUJHQW�

LI�QHHGHG��KRZ�WR�XVH�WKH�ZDVKHU�DQG�

GU\HU��DQG�ZKHUH�WKH�EHVW�SODFH�LV�WR�

KDQJ�RU�IROG�FORWKHV��

,Q�WKH�NLWFKHQ��VLPSOH�LQVWUXFWLRQV�

IRU�XVLQJ�WKH�FR�HH�PDFKLQH�DQG�

PLFURZDYH�DUH�DOZD\V�KDQG\��LQ�

FDVH�SHRSOH�DUH�XS�EHIRUH�\RX�LQ�WKH�

PRUQLQJ��$QG�GRQȆW�IRUJHW�WR�SURYLGH�

D�VSDUH�KRXVH�NH\��HVSHFLDOO\�LI�\RXU�

YLVLWRUV�ZLOO�EH�FRPLQJ�DQG�JRLQJ�

LQGHSHQGHQWO\��7KLV�ZLOO�KHOS�WKHP�IHHO�

FRPIRUWDEOH�DQG�PRUH�DW�KRPH�

7UDQVIRUP�D�
guest bedroom
)RU�D�TXLFN�DQG�HDV\�

XSJUDGH��IRFXV�RQ�VLPSOH�

touches that create a cosy 

atmosphere. Start by swapping out the 

EHGGLQJ�IRU�VRPHWKLQJ�VHDVRQDO��VXFK�

DV�EUXVKHG�FRWWRQ�VKHHWV��D�IHVWLYH�

GXYHW�FRYHU��DQG�EODQNHWV�DQG�FXVKLRQV�

LQ�ZDUP�WRQHV��,I�VSDFH�DOORZV��DGG�D�

VPDOO��GHFRUDWHG�WDEOHWRS�WUHH�IRU�D�

WRXFK�RI�&KULVWPDV�FKDUP��RU�VLPSO\�

VWULQJ�XS�VRPH�IDLU\�OLJKWV�DURXQG�WKH�

KHDGERDUG�RU�PLUURU�WR�FUHDWH�D�JORZ��

3ODFH�D�IHZ�GHFRUDWLRQV�RQ�WKH�EHGVLGH�

WDEOH��VXFK�DV�D�PLQL�ZUHDWK��FDQGOH��

SLQH�FRQHV��RU�D�VPDOO�RUQDPHQW��

$�&KULVWPDV�VFHQWHG�URRP�VSUD\�RU�

GL�XVHU�DGGV�VHQVRU\�FRPIRUW�DQG��

IRU�DQ�H[WUD�WKRXJKWIXO�WRXFK��OHDYH�

RXW�D�EDVNHW�ZLWK�VQDFNV��WRLOHWULHV�

DQG�D�KDQGZULWWHQ�FDUG�

$GDSW�D�double-
duty room 
,I�VSDFH�LV�WLJKW��WXUQLQJ�

multi-use rooms into cosy 

sleepover spots is key. 

:KHWKHU�LW ȆV�D�VRID�EHG�LQ�WKH�OLYLQJ�

URRP�RU�D�IXWRQ�LQ�WKH�R
FH��D�IHZ�

FRQVLGHUDWLRQV�FDQ�KHOS�FUHDWH�D�VSDFH�

WKDW�IHHOV�OLNH�LWV�RZQ�UHWUHDW��6WDUW�E\�

SRSSLQJ�D�VRIW�UXJ�GRZQ�LI�WKH��RRU�LV�

KDUG��DQG�XVH�TXDOLW\�EHGGLQJ�ȁ�OD\HUHG�

VKHHWV��D�VQXJJO\�GXYHW�DQG�H[WUD�

SLOORZV�ȁ�IRU�FRPIRUW��(QVXUH�WKHUH�LV�D�

EHGVLGH�VXUIDFH��VXFK�DV�D�WUD\�RU�VPDOO�

WDEOH��DQG�VHW�LW�RXW�ZLWK�D�UHDGLQJ�OLJKW�

DQG�D�SKRQH�FKDUJHU��3URYLGH�D�VHW�RI�

WRZHOV��SOXV�D�VSRW�IRU�SHUVRQDO�LWHPV�ȁ�

D�VPDOO�RWWRPDQ�RU�XQGHUEHG�VWRUDJH�

EDJ�ZRUNV�ZHOO��)LQDOO\��DV�D�WHPSRUDU\�

VROXWLRQ�IRU�SULYDF\�LQ�VKDUHG�VSDFHV��

DGG�D�VFUHHQ�RU�KDQJ�OLJKWZHLJKW�

blackout curtains using a tension pole.

Our exp
ert

sa
ys
..
.

‘A hosting hack that 
DOZD\V�PDNHV�RXU�IDPLO\�

GLQQHU�JR�D�OLWWOH�PRUH�VPRRWKO\�
LV�WKDW��HDFK�\HDU��WKH�DGXOWV�WDNH�

LW�LQ�WXUQV�WR�EX\�OLWWOH�WDEOH�JLIWV�IRU�
everyone. We bring these out when 

WKHUHȆV�D�OXOO�LQ�FRQYHUVDWLRQ��DQG�LW�MROOLHV�
things right back up again. The theme is 
XVXDOO\�VRPHWKLQJ�IXQ�WR�SOD\�ZLWK��ZHDU�
RU�SX]]OH�RYHU��DQG�WKHUH�DUH�DOZD\V�
SOHQW\�RI�ODXJKV�DQG�JLJJOHV�Ȇ��

Kirstie Duhig, editor 
HomeStyle

Shared spaces can still feel more private if 
you add a curtain for a quick, cosy divide.

Room dividing wire���P��e����'XQHOP

Dress the bed in jolly linens to 
make guests feel at home, and 
add a basket by the bedside for 
their bits and bobs.

Christmas Magic velvet slogan 
cushion��e���FUXVKHG�SULQWHG�
Christmas Fun duvet set��IURP�
e����FDEOH�NQLW�&UHDP�duvet set��
IURP�e����DOO�%	0

Pep up a classic evergreen 
wreath with a jolly, oversized 
red velvet bow.

5HG�EHUU\��FRQH�	�IROLDJH�wreath��
e�������FOLS�RQ�5HG�bow��e������
both Gisela Graham

Unexpected 
overnight 
guest? With 
a sofa bed or 
futon, you 
can quickly 
and easily 
transform 
your living 
space into 
an extra 
bedroom. 

4XDG���VHDWHU�
birch GRXEOH
sofa bed��e�����
Futon Company
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Make room
for storage
Whether guests have their 

own room or are staying 

in a shared space, making 

room for their luggage helps them 

feel comfortable. Start by clearing a 

designated area, such as an empty 

section of the wardrobe, a few free 

hangers, or a couple of drawers. If 

space is really tight, use underbed 

storage boxes or decorative baskets 

to stow away your own items, freeing 

up visible space for visitors. A foldable 

luggage rack or bench at the end of the 

bed provides a convenient spot to open 

their suitcase without taking up too 

much room. Add a sprig of greenery, 

a mini ornament or a scented sachet 

in the drawer or on the luggage rack. 

These small details add functionality 

and a splash of Christmas cheer.

Deck out 
the bathroom
Turn your family bathroom 

– or the guest bathroom, 

if you have one – into a 

space where guests can experience 

relaxation and privacy. Start by giving 

the room a deep clean, and making 

sure it’s fully stocked with essentials 

like toilet paper, hand soap and 

�X�\�WRZHOV��.HHS�FOHDQLQJ�VXSSOLHV�

easily accessible so guests can tidy 

up if needed. 

For added comfort, provide a basket 

with sanitary products, extra toiletries 

and other necessities, so no one has to 

feel awkward asking. If storage is tight, 

hang an over-the-shower caddy to 

create extra space without cluttering 

the room, and add a seasonal hand 

towel, a winter-scented candle or  

some small decorations. 

Get the kitchen 
guest-ready
When you have people to 

stay, making the kitchen 

guest-friendly goes a long 

way in helping everyone feel at ease. 

Set up a self-serve breakfast station 

with cereals, bread, spreads and fruit, 

so early risers can help themselves 

without waking anyone. A hot drinks 

station is also a lovely touch – arrange 

WHD��FR�HH��KRW�FKRFRODWH��PXJV�DQG�

D�NHWWOH�RU�FR�HH�PDFKLQH�DOO�LQ�RQH�

spot, with everything clearly labelled. 

Not only is this practical, but it adds a 

warm, festive feel to your kitchen. 

To keep things running smoothly, 

clear a shelf in the fridge and designate 

it for guest use. Label the drawers  

and any shelves for plates, cutlery  

and glasses, so that everything is  

really easy to locate.

Neatly arranged baskets keep 
bathroom essentials organised, 
LQYLWLQJ��DQG�HDV\�WR��QG�

Seagrass basket, £3.94,  
Søstrene Grene

Add festive cheer to your 
bathroom with Christmas-
themed towels and seasonal 
candles – small touches that make 
JXHVWV�IHHO�H[WUD�VSHFLDO�

Christmas Stripe guest towels, 
£6.99 for 2; stripe terry guest 
towels, £6.99 for 2; soft terry face 
towels, £6.99 for 3, all H&M Home

Set up a festive drinks station with teas, 
FR�HH��KRW�FKRFRODWH�ȁ�HYHQ�PXOOHG�ZLQH�ȁ�
VR�JXHVWV�FDQ�KHOS�WKHPVHOYHV�DW�DQ\�WLPH�

Classic kettle in Polished, £159.99; latte cups, 
£9.99 each, all Dualit

Clear a little space in your chest of 
drawers, so guests have plenty of room  
WR�VWRUH�WKHLU�FORWKHV�DQG�HVVHQWLDOV�

Chester Dove Grey 5-drawer chest, 
 £525, The Cotswold Company
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FORGOTTEN  
DIY JOBS
People are coming, the house 
is buzzing – and suddenly all 
those ‘I’ll get to it later’ jobs are 
calling your name. But don’t 
worry! This list will help you 
power through those niggling 
WDVNV��(DFK�RI�WKHVH�WDNHV�MXVW�
a few minutes, but makes a big 
GL�HUHQFH�ZKHQ�\RXU�KRPHȆV�
about to be on show. Tackle 
them now, and you’ll be ready 
to welcome guests without a 
last-minute scramble!

Make sure guests’ 
dietary needs are 
FDWHUHG�IRU���

Finest Free From 
Black Forest brownie 
slices, £3.50, Belgian 
dark chocolate & 
pistachio cookies, 
£2.70, both Tesco

What could be better than a Christmas Eve 
singalong? If you aren’t blessed with a piano  
in the living room and a talented musician  
in the family, a Bluetooth speaker is an 
H[FHOOHQW�FRPSURPLVH�

Let It Glow rug��IURP�e����5XJJDEOH

Baking is a wonderful, 
creative activity for 
little ones – gingerbread 
biscuits, mince pies and 
festive rocky road are all 
easy and delicious!

9LQWHU�QW�pastry cutters, 
e��IRU����,.($

Fill the shelves 
with treats
A little preparation 

ensures your kitchen is 

an inclusive space where 

guests feel relaxed, catered for, and 

ready to enjoy all the seasonal feasting 

and fun. Before they arrive, ask ahead 

about their favourite snacks, drinks 

and meals – it’s a small gesture that 

makes a big impact. Find out about 

any allergies or dietary requirements 

so you can plan meals everyone can 

enjoy. Whether it’s dairy-free milk, 

gluten-free crackers, or a favourite 

brand of tea, having these on hand 

shows you’ve gone the extra mile. 

Stock up on easy, crowd-pleasing 

staples like pasta, eggs, bread and 

fresh fruit, and don’t forget some 

festive treats such as mince pies, 

chocolates or a cheeseboard.

Prepare some 
festive fun
Christmas hosting isn’t 

just about food and 

decorations – it’s also 

about creating space for joy and 

relaxation. Providing a variety of 

entertainment options helps guests 

unwind and enjoy their downtime, 

whether they’re staying for a day  

or a week. 

Set out a stack of books and 

magazines for quiet moments, and 

place a few classic board games or 

card decks in the living room for group 

fun. Puzzles are great for all ages and 

can be a lovely ongoing activity over 

WKH�KROLGD\V��'RQȆW�IRUJHW�IHVWLYH��OPV�

– create a mini Christmas movie corner 

with blankets, popcorn and a list of 

favourites. If you have kids visiting, 

include family-friendly options! 

Our
exp

ert
sa
ys
..
.

‘Focus on one 
communal area to really 

wow, whether it’s a beautifully 
styled drinks station or a cosy 

candlelit corner. That way, you can 
create a magical atmosphere, without 
the overwhelm of having to style every 

space. Always prep ahead where you can: 
lay the table the night before to free up 

time and enjoy the day.’

Leoma Harper,  
@interiorsbyleomaharper; 

@styletheclutter

O 7RXFK�XS�VFX	HG�SDLQWZRUN

with a tester pot and a sponge 

brush for quick, precise coverage.
O Fix loose handles, knobs 

or cupboard doors using a 

screwdriver and some thread-

lock glue if screws keep slipping.
O5HSODFH�
LFNHULQJ�OLJKWEXOEV, 

especially in guest rooms and 

KDOOZD\V�ȁ�/('�EXOEV�ODVW�ORQJHU�

and save you hassle later.
OStop a dripping tap by  

replacing the washer or 

tightening the valve.
OUnclog slow drains using a 

natural mix of bicarbonate of soda 

and vinegar, followed by boiling  

water – simple, chemical-free  

DQG�H�HFWLYH�
OFix a threshold bar that’s come 

loose – a little wood glue or fresh 

screws can keep it in place.
OStraighten crooked pictures 

or mirrors, using a spirit level or 

your phone app.

Marché D’Hiver No1 print, from 
£6.95, Desenio
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Debbie Keenan is a multi-
award-winning BACP Senior 
Accredited psychotherapist, 

who is passionate about 
connecting authentically 

and building compassionate, 
trusting spaces for 

meaningful mental health 
support.

It may be the most wonderful time of the year but, for some, 
Christmas can be a tricky period to navigate. We asked award-winning 
psychotherapist, Debbie Keenan, for her advice on how to enjoy the 
festive season without the stress…

Avoid overwhelm 
this Christmas

What’s your number one 
tip for keeping calm in 
the Christmas chaos?

A As a psychotherapist, I want to 

remind you that feeling a bit 

‘all over the place’ at Christmas is 

completely normal – don’t be so hard on 

yourself. The season brings joy and fun, 

yes, but also chaos, expectations, family 

dynamics, and endless to-do lists. No 

wonder our nervous systems can feel 

overwhelmed and dysregulated.

One concept I often share with my 

clients is the Window of Tolerance, 

ZKLFK�\RX�FDQ��QG�PRUH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�

about by searching online. It’s the zone 

where we feel calm, grounded, and able 

to respond rather than react. When 

we are outside of it, we may notice 

ourselves becoming anxious, irritable, 

shut down, or even numb. None of this 

means there’s something wrong with 

you, it simply means your system is 

doing its best to cope.

My number one tip for keeping calm 

in the Christmas chaos is to create 

pockets of time for yourself. Ask yourself 

what your body needs most – if that is 

a short nap, do it, there should be no 

shame associated with this. We are all 

guilty of not listening to what our body 

needs in the moment. Step outside 

for a moment of fresh air, take a few 

slow breaths, or focus on something 

soothing around you, and start noticing 

DQG�HQJDJLQJ�ZLWK�\RXU��YH�VHQVHV��:H�

are so busy in ‘doing mode’, we neglect 

our just ‘being’ mode. Look for the 

richness in this busy season, whether  

it is the joy on children’s faces or a crisp 

winter morning.

Ask an
expert

Is it ok to say no to 
parties or family events 
– and how can I do it 
without guilt?

A Yes, it’s absolutely ok to say no 

to parties or family events at 

Christmas. In fact, sometimes it’s exactly 

what your mind and body need. The 

holiday season is full of expectations, 

busy schedules, and social demands, 

and constantly saying ‘yes’ can easily 

lead to burnout. Protecting your energy 

LV�QRW�VHO�VK��LWȆV�VHOI�FDUH�

A key part of this is practising self-

compassion. Remind yourself that your 

needs matter, too. Saying no doesn’t 

PHDQ�\RX�GRQȆW�FDUH�DERXW�RWKHUV��LW�

means you’re choosing to show up in a 

way that’s sustainable, so when you do 

connect, you can be fully present and 

engaged. How to do it without guilt? 

Keep it simple and kind. You might say, 

‘I really appreciate the invite, but I won’t 

make it this time. I’m thinking of you 

though and sending lots of love.’ Gentle 

honesty like this sets clear boundaries, 

values your wellbeing, and reduces 

guilt, helping you navigate this busy 

time with more awareness of your own 

needs, which can get overlooked.

A fresh walk 
on a winter’s 
morning may 
be just what 
you need
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What’s a quick, stress-
busting activity that 
someone can do if 
they’re feeling frazzled?

AWhen stress hits, especially during 

busy or overwhelming times, it 

can feel like your mind is spinning and 

your body is on high alert. One of the 

PRVW�H�HFWLYH�ZD\V�WR�UHJDLQ�EDODQFH�

is to bring your attention fully into the 

present moment. A simple grounding 

technique is the 5, 4, 3, 2, 1 technique. 

This involves focusing on each of your 

senses and thinking of things that you 

QRWLFH��)RU�H[DPSOH��FRPH�XS�ZLWK��YH�

things you can see, such as birds, a spot 

on the ceiling, or a picture hanging on 

the wall. Follow with four things you can 

feel or touch, three things you can hear, 

two things you can smell, and one thing 

you can taste.

Another stress-busting practice 

is to do a quick body scan. Are your 

shoulders tight? Is your jaw clenched? 

How is your posture? Do you need 

to stretch, breathe more deeply, or 

perhaps take a short walk? Simply 

noticing these sensations and 

responding to them can calm  

the nervous system.

Integrating small self-care routines 

throughout your day can also prevent 

stress from building up. This might 

include brief mindfulness exercises, 

sipping water, or listening to a calming 

song or music. Even micro-moments  

of care, such as a few slow breaths, 

gentle stretches, or a short pause,  

can be powerful ways to reset, restore,  

and reconnect with yourself, leaving  

you better able to handle whatever  

comes next.

How do you suggest 
people handle tricky 
relatives or tense  
family moments?

A It's important to remember that 

you cannot control other people’s 

behaviour, only your own. You always 

have a choice in how you respond, 

and the choices you make can either 

protect or deplete your wellbeing. 

Choosing responses that align with 

your boundaries, values, and emotional 

VDIHW\�LVQȆW�VHO�VK��LWȆV�VHOI�FDUH�

Your nervous system plays a crucial 

role in these interactions. When you 

remain grounded and regulated, 

you create the potential to positively 

LQ�XHQFH�WKH�G\QDPLFV�DURXQG�

you. Your nervous system can calm 

another person’s nervous system. In 

psychotherapy this is called Polyvagal 

theory, which teaches us that when 

someone sees or senses calm, safety, 

and connection in your presence, 

their own nervous system may begin 

to settle. This doesn’t mean you are 

UHVSRQVLEOH�IRU�ȅ�[LQJȆ�RWKHUV��LW�VLPSO\�

highlights the power of staying present, 

breathing, and responding rather than 

reacting impulsively. Practical strategies 

include pausing before responding, 

taking slow breaths, stepping away 

when needed, or using brief grounding 

exercises. Choosing self-compassionate 

responses allows you to navigate family 

interactions more calmly.

What’s your best advice for starting the New Year 
refreshed, not exhausted?

A Starting a new year often comes with high expectations, social media 

comparisons, and pressure to ‘do better’ or ‘be more’. It’s natural to notice 

others’ accomplishments, but you don’t have to get overwhelmed. Social media 

often shows a ‘perfect’ version of life, not the full picture, and comparing yourself 

can quickly lead to stress and self-criticism. Christmas can feel bittersweet when we 

compare it to others’ ‘perfect’ holidays or to our own cherished past celebrations. 

6RQJV���OPV�DQG�PHPRULHV�RIWHQ�VWLU�QRVWDOJLD�RU�ORVV�

A healthier approach is to focus on what truly matters to you. Pause and ask 

yourself: what feels important right now? There’s no need to pressure yourself into 

sweeping resolutions or ambitious goals. Integrating small self-care routines can 

support this process. This might include simply giving yourself permission to rest, 

RU�PLQGIXOO\�VDYRXU�D�FXS�RI�FR�HH�DQG�D�FDNH�

Beginning the year refreshed isn’t about perfection, it’s about grounding  

yourself, recognising your needs, and stepping into it with presence, patience,  

and self-compassion. 

Reconnect with yourself over 
a tea break – it can help you 

to better handle whatever 
Christmas throws at you
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Next month in…

2026 decorating trends! 
Stylish looks you’ll love

Healthy, tasty recipes  
to start the year right

Last-minute festive tips: 
banish clutter + NYE hosting

On sale 9th December ̨̥̣̥

FRESH

HOMES

5 real homes full

of ideas for the

New Year and

beyond
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PLUS Quick and easy updates for every room • The UK’s 40 best interiors shops  
• How to extend your kitchen • Cut the cost of going to the gym, & more…

To subscribe, call 0330 135 8962 or visit 2850(',$6+23�&20�<+3৲ৱ৶



Your budget
Christmas menu

Create a festive feast for £5 a head! Follow one of our three
purse-friendly menus to keep costs low without skimping on 

�DYRXU��RU�PL[�DQG�PDWFK�IRU�D�EHVSRNH�EDQTXHW

Menu ̤Ψ

Menu ̥Ψ

Menu �Ψ

Festive faves

Luxe for less

Veggie delight

£5.34
per head

£5.86
per head

£4.75
per head
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6WDUWHU�ȁ�6PRNHG�WURXW�SDW«��S��

0DLQ�ȁ�)HVWLYH�WXUNH\�UROO��S��

6LGH�ȁ�)RQGDQW�SRWDWRHV��S��

'HVVHUW�ȁ�&KRFRODWH�RUDQJH�SXG��S��

6WDUWHU�ȁ�6PRNHG�WURXW�SDW«��S��

0DLQ�ȁ�)HVWLYH�KDP�ZLWK�RUDQJH�MXQLSHU�JOD]H��S��

6LGH�ȁ�*LQJHU�DQG�FDUGDPRP�FDUURWV��S��

'HVVHUW�ȁ�&KRFRODWH�RUDQJH�SXG��S��

Starter – Roasted parsnip &  

FDUURW�VRXS�ZLWK�NDOH�FULVSV��S��

0DLQ�ȁ�6KDOORW�DQG�PXVKURRP�JDOHWWH��S��

6LGH�ȁ�6SLFHG�URDVWHG�FDEEDJH�VWHDNV��S��

'HVVHUW�ȁ�%ODFN�)RUHVW�SDUIDLW��S��

F
e

a
t
u

r
e

 L
u

c
y 

W
h

y
ld

 P
h

o
t
o

 G
e

tt
y 

Im
a

g
e

s



FOOD & DRINK

90    yourhomestyle.uk

TO PREP
5 mins
SERVES

8-10

YOU WILL NEED
��200g smoked trout � 250g cream 

cheese��1 lemon, juice��10g fresh 

dill ����WEVS�GRXEOH�FUHDP���salt and 

pepper To serve (optional) ��lemon 

wedges ��dill ��crackers or biscuits

DIRECTIONS 
Q�Add everything to a blender and 

blend until smooth. Serve topped with 

a little dill, along with lemon wedges 

and biscuits or crackers, if liked.

Q If making ahead, add to a labelled 

IUHH]HU�EDJ�DQG�IUHH]H��DW��$OORZ�WR�

fully defrost before serving.

Recipe and image 

extracted from The 

Batch Lady Saves 

Christmas by Suzanne 

Mulholland (£25, Ebury 

Press). Photography: 

Andrew Hayes-Watkins

YOU WILL NEED
��500g parsnips � ���J�FDUURWV���1 tbsp maple syrup

����WEVS�ROLYH�RLO�� salt and pepper ��150g kale, stalks and 

leaves separated� 2 onions, roughly chopped� 2 garlic 

cloves, crushed� 2 tsp ground cumin� 500ml vegetable 

stock� 1 tbsp lemon juice � ��WEVS�QRQ�GDLU\�\RJKXUW

DIRECTIONS 
Q�Preheat the oven to 200°C/180°C fan/gas mark 6. Trim, peel 

DQG�FXW�WKH�SDUVQLSV�DQG�FDUURWV�LQWR��FP�FKXQNV��7RVV�ZLWK�

maple syrup and 1 tbsp oil, then spread out on a parchment-

lined baking tray. Season and roast for 20 minutes.

Q Heat 1 tbsp oil in a large saucepan over a medium heat. 

Chop the kale stalks, then add to the pan with the onions, 

garlic and a pinch of salt. Cover with a lid and cook for 12 

PLQXWHV��5HPRYH�WKH�OLG��DGG�WKH�FXPLQ�DQG�FRRN�IRU���

minutes. Add the roasted parsnips and carrots, stock and 

750ml water; bring to the boil, then simmer for 10 minutes.

Q 5HGXFH�RYHQ�WR����r&����r&�IDQ�JDV�PDUN����7HDU�WKH�NDOH�

leaves into 5cm pieces. Toss with the remaining oil and a few 

drops of lemon juice. Season and spread over a baking tray. 

Roast for 12-15 minutes, turning halfway.

Q Blend the soup with 1 tbsp lemon juice. Add a splash of 

water to loosen, then reheat. To serve, swirl in a dollop of 

non-dairy yoghurt; top with the kale crisps and black pepper.

Recipe and image courtesy of Waitrose, waitrose.com 

Roasted parsnip & carrot 
soup with kale crisps

Smoked trout paté 

TO PREP
15 mins

TO COOK
���PLQV

SERVES �

You 
can also use 

smoked salmon 
for this recipe, if 

preferred. Look out 
for supermarket deals 

during the festive 
season, then make the 

paté and freeze in 
advance

CO
OK’STIP

£1.39
per

serving

£1.06
per

serving
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YOU WILL NEED
��600g turkey breast steaks  � salt and pepper ��250g sage 

DQG�RQLRQ�VWX
QJ���150g cranberry sauce, plus extra to 

serve � 100g black pudding, crumbled ��fresh sage leaves

��10 thin streaky bacon rashers � gravy, to serve (optional)

DIRECTIONS 
Q�Use a meat tenderiser, or the end of a rolling pin covered 

ZLWK�FOLQJ��OP��WR�EDVK�DQG��DWWHQ�WKH�WXUNH\�XQWLO�DERXW��FP�

thick. Arrange the turkey overlapping on a large sheet of 

FOLQJ��OP�WR�PDNH�D�UHFWDQJOH�DSSUR[�����[���FP��6HDVRQ�

Q 6SUHDG�WKH�VWX
QJ�HYHQO\�RYHU�WXUNH\�WKHQ�VSUHDG�ZLWK�

cranberry sauce and sprinkle with black pudding. Using the 

FOLQJ��OP�WR�KHOS��UROO�XS�IURP�D�VKRUWHU�VLGH��:UDS�WLJKWO\�LQ�

FOLQJ��OP�DQG�FKLOO�IRU����PLQXWHV��RU�XQWLO�UHDG\�WR�FRRN�

Q Preheat the oven to 190°C/170°C fan/gas mark 5. Line a 

baking tray with baking paper. Unwrap the turkey and place 

on the tray. Put a few sage leaves on top, then lay bacon 

rashers, overlapping, along the roll, tucking ends under. 

Insert sage leaves between the bacon if liked. Tie with string.

Q %DNH�IRU�DERXW���KRXU����PLQXWHV�XQWLO�FRRNHG�WKURXJK�

and juices run clear. Lightly cover with foil and leave to stand 

for 15 minutes.

Q To serve, lift onto a warmed serving dish and discard the 

string. Cut into chunky slices. Serve with extra cranberry sauce.

Recipe and image from the 2026 Dairy Diary, available from 

your milk deliverer and at dairydiary.co.uk 

YOU WILL NEED
��2kg gammon joint, boneless or half boneless  

� 1 onion, peeled and quartered ��1 orange, peel  

��handful of fresh woody herbs such as bay, rosemary and 

thyme ��1 tsp black peppercorns For the glaze �����J�

golden granulated sugar��1 tbsp runny honey � 100ml 

water ��2 oranges – peel and juice of 1 and 1 tbsp zest 

from another� 1 cinnamon stick � 1 tbsp juniper berries 

� D�IHZ�VSULJV�RI�URVHPDU\��WK\PH�DQG���RU���ED\�OHDYHV

DIRECTIONS 
Q�Place ham in a large, deep pan. Add the onion, orange 

peel, herbs and peppercorns, then top with water to cover. 

Bring to the boil then simmer. Cover and simmer for about 

2 hours, or as per the packet. Top with water if needed.

Q For the glaze: add all the ingredients, except for the zest, 

into a saucepan and bring to the boil. Reduce the heat and 

VLPPHU�IRU�������PLQXWHV�XQWLO�WKH�JOD]H�KDV�WKLFNHQHG�DQG�LV�

sticky. Add more sugar if it’s too runny, or water if too thick.

Q Preheat the oven to 200ºC/180ºC fan/gas mark 6. When 

the ham has cooked, remove it from the pan and place in a 

baking dish. Score the fat into a diamond pattern. 

Q Brush some of the glaze onto the fat and bake in the 

RYHQ�IRU�������PLQXWHV��%UXVK�JOD]H�RQWR�WKH�IDW�����WLPHV�

during cooking. Sprinkle over the zest with the last layer of 

glaze. Remove from oven when the ham has a golden crust.

Recipe and image courtesy of Robert Welch, robertwelch.com. 

Recipe developed by Sarah Hemsley

Festive turkey roll

Festive ham with an 
orange juniper glaze

TO PREP
���PLQV�

+ chilling and  
resting

TO COOK
���KRXU����PLQV

SERVES 6

TO PREP
10 mins

TO COOK
��KRXUV

SERVES ��

£2.21
per

serving

£1.42
per

serving

The 
ham can be 

sliced and eaten 
hot or cold. If storing 

leftovers, wait until the 
meat has fully cooled 
before wrapping in tin 
foil and placing in the 

fridge. It will keep 
well for a few 

daysC
O
OK ’ S T IP
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YOU WILL NEED
��2 tbsp extra virgin olive oil � 1 tbsp unsalted butter ��400g round 

shallots, peeled and halved��750g mixed mushrooms (including 

closed cup, oyster, shiitake and portobello), roughly sliced � 4 cloves 

RI�JDUOLF��SHHOHG�DQG��QHO\�FKRSSHG���4-5 sprigs thyme� 125ml dry 

sherry � salt and pepper � 320g ready-rolled shortcrust pastry � 100g 

blue cheese (ensure vegetarian) � 1 egg, beaten

DIRECTIONS 
Q�Heat a large frying pan on a medium-high heat, add the oil and 

butter. Once melted, add the shallots in a single layer. Fry for around  

5 minutes until golden and caramelised on one side.

Q Add the mushrooms, and stir every minute or so, until they’ve 

released their moisture and are beginning to caramelise. This should 

take about 15 minutes. Add the garlic and thyme and cook for a further 

couple of minutes until fragrant. Add the sherry and continue to fry 

XQWLO�DOO�RI�WKH�OLTXLG�KDV�FRRNHG�R���5HPRYH�IURP�WKH�KHDW�DQG�VHDVRQ�

to taste with salt and pepper.

Q Preheat the oven to 180°C/160°C fan/gas mark 4. Unroll the pastry 

onto a lined baking sheet and shape into an oval. Spoon the mushroom 

mixture into the middle, in a thick even layer, leaving a 4cm border 

around the edge. Dot the mushroom mixture with the blue cheese.

Q Fold and pleat the edges of the dough border over the mushrooms, 

leaving the centre exposed. Lightly brush the edges with the beaten 

egg. Bake for 40-50 minutes, or until the crust is golden brown in 

colour. Place on a cooling rack and allow to cool for 5 minutes before 

slicing and serving.

MAKE IT VEGAN!
Use plant-based butter and blue cheese. Swap the egg glaze for dairy-

free milk and ensure the sherry and pastry are vegan.

Recipe and image courtesy of UK Shallots, ukshallot.com 

YOU WILL NEED
��1 red cabbage (about 900g) � 2 tbsp olive oil  

��1 tsp cumin seeds��100g cooked whole 

chestnuts, chopped � 1 lime, zested, ½ juiced

DIRECTIONS 
Q�Preheat the oven to 200°C/180°C fan/gas mark 

6 and put a baking tray inside to heat up. Slice 

�FP�R��WKH�URXQG�WRS�RI�WKH�FDEEDJH��WKHQ�FXW�

the rest widthways into 4 x 2-3cm thick slices, 

discarding the woody core.

Q Use 1 tbsp oil to brush both sides of the cabbage 

slices. Season with salt. Arrange on the hot tray, 

then roast on the middle shelf for 20 minutes.

Q &DUHIXOO\��LS�WKH�ȅVWHDNVȆ�RYHU�ȁ�GRQȆW�ZRUU\�LI�

some of the outer leaves become loose. Drizzle 

with the remaining oil and sprinkle over the cumin 

seeds. Scatter the chopped chestnuts around the 

cabbage, then roast for 15-20 minutes until the 

cabbage is very crispy and tender in the centre, 

and the chestnuts are lightly browned.

Q 7UDQVIHU�WKH�FDEEDJH�ȅVWHDNVȆ�WR�D�VHUYLQJ�SODWH��

then scatter over the lime zest and squeeze over 

the juice. Top with the roasted chestnuts to serve.

Recipe and image courtesy of Tesco Real Food,  

realfood.tesco.com

Spiced roasted 
cabbage steaks

Shallot and mushroom galette

TO PREP
10 mins

TO COOK
1 hour

SERVES 6

TO PREP
10 mins

TO COOK
 40 mins
SERVES 4

73p

£2.39
per

serving

per
serving
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YOU WILL NEED
��6 medium Maris Piper potatoes 

(about 800g in total) � 1 tbsp olive 

oil ��100g salted butter  ��3 garlic cloves, thickly 

sliced � 1 rosemary sprig  ��400ml hot vegetable 

stock, made using 1 vegetable stock cube

DIRECTIONS 
Q�&XW��FP�R��WKH�ORQJ�HQGV�RI�DOO�WKH�SRWDWRHV�

so they have two ends that they can stand up on, 

then peel the skin from the sides. Cut each potato 

in half again so you have 12 short cylinders.

Q Heat the oil in a lidded deep frying pan over a 

medium-high heat and fry the potatoes for 5-6 

minutes on each cut end, until they have a golden 

crust. Add the butter and allow to melt, then stir 

in the garlic and rosemary and allow to cook for 1 

minute before carefully pouring in the stock. Add 

the lid and turn the heat down to gently simmer 

for 20 minutes, until the potatoes are tender.

Recipe and image courtesy of Tesco Real Food,  

realfood.tesco.com

YOU WILL NEED
��1.5kg carrots � 1 orange ��thumb of ginger, 

peeled and grated ��8 cardamom pods, lightly 

crushed ��salt and pepper���50g butter, cubed

��KDQGIXO��DW�OHDI�SDUVOH\��URXJKO\�FKRSSHG

DIRECTIONS 
Q�Trim the carrots, peel and then slice in half 

lengthways (quarter if thick). The carrots 

should all be roughly the same thickness.

Q Place them in a deep, wide frying pan. 

Squeeze in the juice from the orange. Add the 

ginger and cardamom pods. Season with salt 

and pepper, and gently stir to mix. Add 100ml 

water and the butter.

Q Set the pan on a high heat, cover with a lid and 

bring to the boil, then remove the lid and reduce 

heat to medium. Simmer for 10-15 minutes, 

stirring occasionally, until most of the liquid has 

evaporated and the carrots are tender.

Q Transfer the carrots and their liquid to a 

serving dish, discarding the cardamom pods. 

Garnish with parsley and serve.

Recipe and image courtesy of Abel & Cole, 

abelandcole.co.uk

Fondant potatoes

Ginger and  
cardamom carrots

TO PREP
15 mins

TO COOK
15 mins

SERVES 8

TO PREP
25 mins

TO COOK
25 mins

SERVES 6

55p
per

serving

75p
per

serving

Use 
plant-

based butter 
to make this 

vegan

C
O

O
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Leftover 
carrots will 
keep in the 

fridge for up 
to 3 days C
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YOU WILL NEED
�����J�VRIW�SLWWHG�GDWHV���QHO\�FKRSSHG��� ��RUDQJHV���QHO\�

JUDWHG�]HVW�DQG�MXLFH������J�XQVDOWHG�EXWWHU��VRIWHQHG���100g 

GDUN�EURZQ�VXJDU������PHGLXP�HJJV��EHDWHQ���150g mixed 

dried fruit � ���J�VHOI�UDLVLQJ��RXU�� ��J�FRFRD�SRZGHU�

� ��WVS�ELFDUERQDWH�RI�VRGD For the sauce ��150g dark 

FKRFRODWH�� ���PO�GRXEOH�FUHDP�� RUDQJH�VOLFHV��WR�VHUYH

DIRECTIONS 
Q�*UHDVH�DQG�OLQH�WKH�EDVH�RI�D���OLWUH�SXGGLQJ�EDVLQ��3XW�

GDWHV�LQ�D�VDXFHSDQ�ZLWK�KDOI�WKH�RUDQJH�]HVW��3RXU�LQ�KDOI�

WKH�RUDQJH�MXLFH�ZLWK����PO�ZDWHU��%ULQJ�WR�WKH�ERLO��FRYHU�

DQG�VLPPHU�IRU���PLQXWHV�XQWLO�VRIW��SXOS\��DQG�WKH�OLTXLG�LV�

DEVRUEHG��5HPRYH�IURP�KHDW��EHDW�XQWLO�VPRRWK�DQG�OHDYH�

WR�FRRO�FRPSOHWHO\�

Q:KLVN����J�EXWWHU�ZLWK�WKH�VXJDU��FRROHG�GDWH�PL[WXUH�

DQG�HJJV�XQWLO�FUHDP\��6WLU�LQ�WKH�GULHG�IUXLW�WKHQ�VLIW�LQ��RXU��

FRFRD�DQG�ELFDUERQDWH�RI�VRGD�DQG�IROG�WRJHWKHU�

Q 6SRRQ�LQWR�WKH�EDVLQ�DQG�VPRRWK�WKH�WRS��/D\�D�URXQG�RI�

EDNLQJ�SDUFKPHQW�GLUHFWO\�RQ�WRS�RI�WKH�PL[WXUH��WKHQ�FRYHU�

ZLWK�IRLO�ZLWK�D�SOHDW�LQ�WKH�FHQWUH��6HFXUH�ZLWK�VWULQJ�

Q 6WDQG�WKH�EDVLQ�RQ�D�WULYHW�LQ�D�ODUJH�VDXFHSDQ��3RXU�ZDWHU�

LQWR�WKH�SDQ�WR�FRPH�RQH�TXDUWHU�RI�WKH�ZD\�XS�WKH�VLGHV�

RI�WKH�EDVLQ��%ULQJ�WR�WKH�ERLO��FRYHU�DQG�VWHDP�IRU�DERXW���

KRXUV����PLQXWHV�XQWLO��UP��DQG�D�VNHZHU�LQVHUWHG�LQWR�WKH�

FHQWUH�FRPHV�RXW�FOHDQ��/HDYH�WR�VWDQG�IRU����PLQXWHV�

Q )RU�WKH�VDXFH��EUHDN�FKRFRODWH�LQWR�D�VDXFHSDQ�DQG�DGG�WKH�

UHPDLQLQJ�EXWWHU��RUDQJH�]HVW�DQG�MXLFH��+HDW�YHU\�JHQWO\�XQWLO�

PHOWHG��5HPRYH�IURP�KHDW�DQG�VWLU�LQ�FUHDP��6HUYH�ZLWK�WKH�

SXGGLQJ�DQG�IUHVK�RUDQJH�VHJPHQWV�

Recipe and image courtesy of Dairy Diary, dairydiary.co.uk 

YOU WILL NEED
�����J�IUR]HQ�SLWWHG�VZHHW�FKHUULHV�

� ��WEVS�JUDQXODWHG�VXJDU�����WEVS�'H�

.X\SHU�FKHUU\�EUDQG\�OLTXHXU�����J�YHJDQ�GDUN�FRRNLQJ�

FKRFRODWH������PO�SRW�7KH�&RFRQXW�&ROODERUDWLYH�YHJDQ�

GRXEOH�FUHDP

DIRECTIONS 
Q�+HDW�WKH�IUR]HQ�FKHUULHV��VXJDU�DQG�FKHUU\�EUDQG\�OLTXHXU�

LQ�D�PHGLXP�VDXFHSDQ�RYHU�D�PHGLXP�KHDW�IRU����PLQXWHV��

VKDNLQJ�WKH�SDQ�RFFDVLRQDOO\��XQWLO�WKLFNHQHG�DQG�V\UXS\��

6HW�DVLGH�WR�FRRO�FRPSOHWHO\��WKHQ�FKLOO�IRU�DW�OHDVW���KRXUV�

Q 8VH�D�YHJHWDEOH�SHHOHU�WR�VKDYH�VPDOO�FXUOV�RI�

FKRFRODWH�WR�GHFRUDWH��DERXW���J��DQG�VHW�DVLGH��&XW�WKH�

UHVW�LQWR��QH�VKDUGV�

Q 'UDLQ���WEVS�RI�WKH�FKHUU\�V\UXS��'LYLGH�WKH�YHJDQ�GRXEOH�

FUHDP�HTXDOO\�EHWZHHQ���ERZOV��:KLVN���WEVS�FKHUU\�V\UXS�

LQWR�WKH�FUHDP�LQ�RQH�RI�WKH�ERZOV�XQWLO�LW�IRUPV�VRIW�SHDNV��

:KLVN�WKH�SODLQ�YHJDQ�GRXEOH�FUHDP�LQ�WKH�RWKHU�ERZO�WR�

VRIW�SHDNV��DERXW���PLQXWH��

Q 'LYLGH�KDOI�WKH�FKHUU\�FRPSRWH�DPRQJ���JODVVHV��WKHQ�

OD\HU�RYHU�WKH�FKHUU\�ZKLSSHG�FUHDP�DQG�FKRFRODWH�

VKDUGV��5HSHDW�ZLWK�WKH�UHPDLQLQJ�FRPSRWH��WKHQ�WKH�SODLQ�

ZKLSSHG�FUHDP�DQG�GUL]]OH�RYHU�WKH�UHPDLQLQJ�UHVHUYHG�

FKHUU\�V\UXS��*DUQLVK�ZLWK�WKH�UHVHUYHG�FKRFRODWH�FXUOV�

Recipe and image courtesy of Tesco Real Food,  

realfood.tesco.com

Chocolate orange pud

Black Forest parfait

72�35(3
���PLQV�

��FRROLQJ�DQG�
VWDQGLQJ
TO COOK

���KRXUV����PLQV
SERVES 8

72�35(3
���PLQV�

��FRROLQJ�DQG�
FKLOOLQJ

TO COOK
���PLQV

SERVES �

£1.19
per

serving

£1.68
per

serving

The 
GHVVHUWV�FDQ�EH�

made up to 2 hours 
DKHDG�DQG�VWRUHG�LQ�
WKH�IULGJH��$Q\�ORQJHU�
DQG�WKH�OLTXLGV�LQ�WKH�

FKHUULHV�PD\�OHDN�LQWR�WKH�
FUHDP��,I�PDNLQJ�DKHDG��

JDUQLVK�ZLWK�FKHUU\�
V\UXS�MXVW�EHIRUH�

VHUYLQJC
O
O
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Terms and conditions: Cruise Collective member discount applies to new bookings only and is only applicable on voyage element. 
Discount available for direct guests only and cannot be booked via a travel agent. Image: © Jan Hvizdal.

Change the way you see the world.

Impossible dream? 
Or Nordic adventure? 

Explore Arctic Norway on an all-inclusive HX expedition.

Experience winter-kayaking, exhilarating hikes, a beach bonfire under 

the stars, a polar water swim and authentic sauna – all included with HX.

Norway
All-Inclusive Expeditions to Call the HX Expedition Travel Experts 

now on 0203 553 1608
or visit travelhx.com

Join Cruise Collective for 

free and receive an 

additional 5% OFF your 

next HX adventure!

cruise-collective.com
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FEAST
Make sure no one misses out on the festivities with these recipes 

geared to special dietary requirements

FOOD & DRINK

TO PREP
10 mins

SERVES 2

YOU WILL NEED
� ��J��QHO\�VKUHGGHG�UDZ�%UXVVHOV�

sprouts � salt and pepper � 1 orange 

� 400g ready-cooked basmati rice 

� 1 x tin tuna in olive oil � vegan 

mayonnaise � 1 avocado, smashed  

� 1 mango, diced � 30g Vadasz Hot & 

Sweet Jalapeno Relish � handful fresh 

coriander, roughly chopped � splash 

chilli oil (ensure nut-free)

]¾ğ÷ĦΨ¾ğÝΨłáĘăņÿΨ
Ŏœğ¾Ψłă×áΨņŎ¾×ĔņΨ

DIRECTIONS
Q Season the shredded sprouts with 

salt and pepper, squeeze over the juice 

of about half an orange and grate over 

some zest.

Q Press the rice into two oiled 

ramekins, or use your hands to shape. 

Put onto serving plates.

QMix the tuna with some vegan 

mayonnaise and the smashed avocado. 

Spread a layer onto each rice stack and 

top with the seasoned sprouts. Mix 

some diced mango into the Vadasz Hot 

& Sweet Jalapeno Relish and add to the 

rice stacks.

Q Garnish with coriander and a drizzle 

of chilli oil.

Recipe and image courtesy of Vadasz 

Pickles & Ferments, @vadaszdeli 

Starter

Restaurant-worthy

Leave out the tuna 
or use a vegan 

substitute to make 
this dish plant-

based

COOK’S 
TIP
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TO PREP
20 mins

TO COOK
 1 hour 15 mins  

+ resting
SERVES 4
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YOU WILL NEED
� 600-800g organic pork loin, boneless and rindless � sea 

salt and freshly ground black pepper � 2 garlic cloves, lightly 

crushed with the side of a knife � sage leaves � 4 tbsp olive 

oil � 1kg waxy potatoes, peeled and cut into 3cm chunks  

)RU�WKH�VWX�QJ����JDUOLF�FORYHV���QHO\�FUXVKHG�RU�FKRSSHG�

��D�IHZ�URVHPDU\�VSULJV��OHDYHV�SLFNHG�DQG��QHO\�FKRSSHG�

��ODUJH�KDQGIXO�RI�VDJH�OHDYHV���QHO\�FKRSSHG

DIRECTIONS
Q�Remove pork from fridge 1 hour before cooking to let it 

come up to room temperature. Season with salt. Preheat the 

oven to 270°C/250°C fan/gas mark 9, or as high as it will go. 

Q�,Q�D�ERZO��FRPELQH�WKH�VWX
QJ�LQJUHGLHQWV�DQG�VHDVRQ�

with salt and black pepper. Use a long thin knife to make 

a hole through the centre of the pork. Use the end of a 

ZRRGHQ�VSRRQ�WR�PDNH�WKH�KROH�ZLGHU�DQG�WKHQ��OO�WKH�FDYLW\�

ZLWK�WKH�VWX
QJ��3DW�WKH�WRS�RI�WKH�SRUN�GU\�ZLWK�SDSHU�

towel and rub with a couple of generous pinches of salt. 

Q�Place the pork in a roasting tin, on top of the garlic cloves 

and sage leaves. Pour olive oil over the pork. Roast for 20 

minutes, then remove from oven. Turn oven down to 180°C. 

Add the potatoes to the pan, toss in hot oil and season well 

with salt. Roast for another 45 minutes, or until the fat on 

top of the pork is dark brown and the potatoes are browned. 

Q�Remove the pan from the oven. Transfer the pork to a 

plate and leave to rest under foil. Return the 

potatoes to the oven for 10 minutes to crisp up. 

After 10 minutes, slice the meat, drizzle over 

cooking juices and serve with the potatoes.

YOU WILL NEED
� 1 small butternut squash, skin on and diced � olive oil  

� salt and pepper ����RQLRQ��FDUURW�DQG�FHOHU\�VWLFN��DOO��QHO\�

chopped �����J�FKHVWQXW�PXVKURRPV���QHO\�FKRSSHG�

� 2 cloves garlic, crushed � handful each of rosemary and 

WK\PH���QHO\�FKRSSHG�� pinch each of cinnamon, all spice, 

paprika and ground nutmeg ����J�FKLFNSHD��RXU�� 1 tbsp 

miso paste �����J�GULHG�FUDQEHUULHV���QHO\�GLFHG�� 150g 

pre-cooked chestnuts � 150g Opies pickled walnuts, drained 

�����J�SX��SDVWU\�� 100g cranberry sauce � 60ml plant-

based milk � 25ml maple syrup

DIRECTIONS
Q�Preheat oven to 190°C/170°C fan/gas mark 5. Place squash 

in roasting tray, drizzle with oil, season. Roast for 40 minutes.

Q�Heat 2 tbsp oil in a pan and sweat onion, carrot and celery. 

Add mushrooms, fry for 4-5 minutes, then add garlic, herbs, 

spices and 1 tsp each of salt and pepper. Fry until fragrant.

Q�Remove squash from oven and mash. Stir through the 

PXVKURRP�PL[WXUH���RXU��PLVR�DQG�GULHG�FUDQEHUULHV�XQWLO�

combined. Shape into a log on greaseproof paper.

Q�Pulse the chestnuts and pickled walnuts together in a food 

SURFHVVRU�XQWLO��QHO\�FKRSSHG��6HW�DVLGH�

Q�Roll out the pastry into a rectangle, about 60 x 40cm and 

3mm thick. On the right third, brush the pastry with a layer 

of cranberry sauce, leaving about 1cm of pastry free around 

it. Top with a third of the chestnut and walnut mixture, then 

place the squash log on top. Brush all over with cranberry 

sauce, and then a layer of the remaining nut mixture. 

Q�Fold the pastry over the log to encase it all and push down 

WKH�HGJHV�VR�QRWKLQJ�OHDNV�RXW�ZKHQ�FRRNLQJ��&XW�R��H[FHVV�

Q�Combine the milk and maple syrup and brush all over. 

Place on a baking tray lined with parchment paper and bake 

for 40 minutes, or until golden.

Recipe and image courtesy of Opies, bennettopie.com,  

@opiesfoods

�œŎŎáłğœŎΨņŁœ¾ņÿΨ¾ğÝΨ
Ŀă×ĔĘáÝΨŨ¾ĘğœŎΨŨáĘĘăğ÷ŎĦğ

AáłÖŮΨłĦ¾ņŎΨĿĦłĔΨĘĦăğΨ
ŨăŎÿΨĿĦŎ¾ŎĦáņ

TO PREP
60 mins

TO COOK
 40 mins

SERVES 10

Recipe and image courtesy of Winter in Tuscany  

by Amber Guinness (£29.99, Thames & Hudson)

Mains
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YOU WILL NEED
����PHGLXP�FDXOL�RZHU��EURNHQ�LQWR�ODUJH��RUHWV��OHDYHV�UHVHUYHG��4 

WEVS�ROLYH�RLO��VDOW�DQG�SHSSHU����ODUJH�OHHN��URXJKO\�FKRSSHG��1 x 

���J�WLQ�EXWWHU�EHDQV��GUDLQHG�DQG�ULQVHG�����PO�$OSUR�2DW�1R�6XJDUV�

/RQJ�/LIH�GULQN����WVS�'LMRQ�PXVWDUG����WEVS�QXWULWLRQDO�\HDVW�����J�

VRXUGRXJK�EUHDG��FUXVWV�UHPRYHG����J�GDLU\�IUHH�FKHHVH�DOWHUQDWLYH��

FRDUVHO\�JUDWHG����WEVS��DW�OHDI�SDUVOH\��URXJKO\�FKRSSHG

DIRECTIONS
Q�3UHKHDW�WKH�RYHQ�WR����|&����|&�IDQ�JDV�PDUN����,Q�D�ODUJH�URDVWLQJ�WLQ��

WRVV�WKH�FDXOL�RZHU��RUHWV�DQG�OHDYHV�ZLWK���WEVS�RLO��6HDVRQ�DQG�URDVW�IRU�

���PLQXWHV��VWLUULQJ�KDOIZD\�

Q�0HDQZKLOH��KHDW���WEVS�RLO�LQ�D�ODUJH�VDXFHSDQ�RYHU�D�PHGLXP�KHDW��)U\�

WKH�OHHN�ZLWK�D�SLQFK�RI�VDOW�IRU�����PLQXWHV�XQWLO�WHQGHU��6WLU�LQ�WKH�EXWWHU�

EHDQV��RDW�GULQN��PXVWDUG�DQG�QXWULWLRQDO�\HDVW��6LPPHU�IRU�����PLQXWHV��

WKHQ�WUDQVIHU�WR�D�EOHQGHU�DQG�ZKL]]�XQWLO�VPRRWK��WKHQ�VHDVRQ�

Q�*UDWH�WKH�VRXUGRXJK�RQ�WKH�FRDUVH�VLGH�RI�D�ER[�JUDWHU��RU�WHDU�LQWR�

VPDOO�SLHFHV��7RVV�ZLWK�WKH�UHPDLQLQJ���WEVS�RLO��JUDWHG�GDLU\�IUHH�

FKHHVH�DOWHUQDWLYH�DQG�SDUVOH\��WKHQ�VHDVRQ��/RZHU�WKH�RYHQ�WR�

���|&����|&�JDV�PDUN����3XW�WKH�FDXOL�RZHU�LQ�DQ�RYHQSURRI�

GLVK��DERXW�������OLWUHV��SRXU�RYHU�WKH�VDXFH��WKHQ�VSULQNOH�WKH�

EUHDGFUXPEV�HYHQO\�RQ�WRS��%DNH�IRU�������PLQXWHV�XQWLO�JROGHQ�

DQG�EXEEOLQJ��

Recipe and image courtesy of Waitrose, waitrose.com

YOU WILL NEED
����WEVS�H[WUD�YLUJLQ�ROLYH�RLO�����J�%UXVVHOV�VSURXWV��WULPPHG�

DQG�KDOYHG��VDOW�DQG�EODFN�SHSSHU����FORYHV�JDUOLF��PLQFHG

����WVS�VPRNHG�SDSULND�SRZGHU����WEVS�DJDYH�V\UXS��1 splash 

EDOVDPLF�YLQHJDU����[����J�WLQ�EXWWHU�EHDQV��GUDLQHG�DQG�ULQVHG

����[����J�WLQ�SOXP�WRPDWRHV�����J�URDVWHG�FKHVWQXWV��FKRSSHG

����OHPRQ��MXLFH����J�IUHVK�SDUVOH\��FKRSSHG

DIRECTIONS
Q�+HDW�WKH�ROLYH�RLO�LQ�D�ODUJH�SDQ�RYHU�PHGLXP�KHDW��$GG�WKH�

%UXVVHOV�VSURXWV��VDOW�DQG�SHSSHU��&RRN�XQWLO�WKH�VSURXWV�DUH�

VOLJKWO\�WHQGHU�DQG�WKHLU�HGJHV�OLJKWO\�FDUDPHOLVHG�

Q�$GG�WKH�JDUOLF�DQG�VPRNHG�SDSULND�DQG��RQFH�IUDJUDQW��VWLU�LQ�

WKH�DJDYH�V\UXS�DQG�EDOVDPLF�YLQHJDU��

Q�3RXU�LQ�WKH�GUDLQHG�EXWWHU�EHDQV�DQG�SOXP�WRPDWRHV�DQG�JHQWO\�

VWLU�WR�FRPELQH��/HW�WKH�PL[WXUH�VLPPHU�IRU�����PLQXWHV�WR�DOORZ�

DOO�WKH��DYRXUV�WR�LQIXVH��6HDVRQ�WR�WDVWH�ZLWK�VDOW�DQG�SHSSHU�

Q�,Q�WKH�PHDQWLPH��SDQ�IU\�WKH�FKHVWQXWV�LQ�D�OLWWOH�RLO�XQWLO�WKH�

HGJHV�DUH�OLJKWO\�FULVS\��6HW�DVLGH��%HIRUH�VHUYLQJ��VWLU�WKURXJK�WKH�

OHPRQ�MXLFH��JDUQLVK�ZLWK�IUHVK�SDUVOH\�DQG�FULVS\�FKHVWQXWV�

Recipe and image courtesy of Romina Callwitz, romylondonuk.com

Caramelised Brussels sprouts 
with butter beans

�¾œĘăƆĦŨáłΨΈ×ÿááņáΉ

TO PREP
���PLQV

TO COOK
����PLQV
SERVES 4

TO PREP
���PLQV

TO COOK
����PLQV
SERVES 4

Sides

1XWULWLRQDO�GULHG�\HDVW�LV�
SRSXODU�LQ�YHJDQ�FRRNLQJ�

IRU�LWV�VDYRXU\��DOPRVW�FKHHV\�
�DYRXU��LWȆV�GHDFWLYDWHG��VR�

GRHVQȆW�FDXVH�ULVLQJ���8VH�XS�
OHIWRYHUV�E\�VSULQNOLQJ�RYHU�

\RXU�IDYRXULWH�SDVWD�RU�ULVRWWR�
LQVWHDG�RI�FKHHVH��RU�EOHQG�

LQWR�VRXSV�DQG�VDODG�
GUHVVLQJV

COOK’S 
TIP
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YOU WILL NEED
For the apples ����3LQN�/DG\�DSSOHV

����J�VRIW�OLJKW�EURZQ�VXJDU��45ml 

DSSOH�FLGHU�YLQHJDU���QH�VHD�VDOW

����J�YHJDQ�EXWWHU�

For the pudding �����J�YHJDQ�EXWWHU��

DW�URRP�WHPSHUDWXUH��SOXV�H[WUD�IRU�

JUHDVLQJ�����J�SLWWHG�GDWHV��URXJKO\�

chopped����WVS�ELFDUERQDWH�RI�VRGD

�����J�VRIW�OLJKW�EURZQ�VXJDU�����J�

SODLQ��RXU���`�WVS�EDNLQJ�SRZGHU�

For the miso butterscotch ��500ml 

SODQW�EDVHG�ZKLSSDEOH�FUHDP����J�

VRIW�OLJKW�EURZQ�VXJDU��1½ tbsp date 

molasses����J�ZKLWH�PLVR���

FUHDP��WR�VHUYH

DIRECTIONS
Q�3HHO��FRUH�DQG�FXW�WKH�DSSOHV�LQWR�

���FP�GLFH��&RPELQH�WKH�EURZQ�VXJDU��

WKH�YLQHJDU�DQG�SLQFK�RI�VDOW�LQ�D�

PHGLXP�ERZO�DQG�VWLU�XQWLO�WKH�VXJDU�

GLVVROYHV��$GG�WKH�DSSOHV��WRVV�WR�FRDW�

DQG�VHW�DVLGH�IRU����PLQXWHV��7KHQ��KHDW�

WKH�EXWWHU�LQ�D�IU\LQJ�SDQ�RYHU�PHGLXP�

KLJK�KHDW��&RRN�WKH�DSSOHV�IRU�DERXW�

��PLQXWHV��XQWLO�PRVW�RI�WKH�OLTXLG�KDV�

HYDSRUDWHG�DQG�WKH�DSSOHV�DUH�OLJKWO\�

caramelised. Set aside.

Q�)RU�WKH�VSRQJH�SXGGLQJ��SUHKHDW�

WKH�RYHQ�WR����|&����|&�IDQ�JDV�PDUN�

���*UHDVH�WKH�ERWWRP�DQG�VLGHV�RI�

DQ�RYHQSURRI�GLVK�DERXW���FP�ORQJ��

&RPELQH�WKH�GDWHV�DQG����PO�ZDWHU�

LQ�D�PHGLXP�VDXFHSDQ�DQG�EULQJ�WR�

D�VLPPHU��WKHQ�FRRN�IRU�����PLQXWHV��

XQWLO�WKH�GDWHV�DUH�VRIW��5HPRYH�IURP�

WKH�KHDW�DQG�VWLU�LQ�WKH�ELFDUERQDWH�RI�

VRGD��WKHQ�VHW�DVLGH�WR�FRRO�VOLJKWO\��

Q�0HDQZKLOH��XVLQJ�DQ�HOHFWULF�PL[HU��

EHDW�WKH�EXWWHU�DQG�EURZQ�VXJDU�

WRJHWKHU�XQWLO�OLJKW�DQG��X�\��%HDW�LQ�

WKH�GDWH�PL[WXUH�XQWLO�FRPELQHG��WKHQ�

VLIW�LQ�WKH��RXU�DQG�EDNLQJ�SRZGHU��

)ROG�XQWLO�MXVW�FRPELQHG��WKHQ�IROG�LQ�

WKH�DSSOHV��3RXU�LQWR�WKH�GLVK�DQG�EDNH�

IRU�DERXW����PLQXWHV��XQWLO�D�VNHZHU�

LQVHUWHG�LQ�WKH�FHQWUH�FRPHV�RXW�FOHDQ�

Q�)RU�WKH�PLVR�VDXFH��SXW�DOO�WKH�

LQJUHGLHQWV�LQ�D�PHGLXP�VDXFHSDQ�

RYHU�PHGLXP�KHDW��:KLVN�RFFDVLRQDOO\�

XQWLO�FRPELQHG��WKHQ�VLPPHU�XQWLO�WKH�

"Ŏă×ĔŮΨÝ¾ŎáΨ
pudding with  
ĞăņĦΨÖœŎŎáłņ×ĦŎ×ÿ

TO PREP
���PLQV

TO COOK
����PLQV

SERVES ���

FRORXU�GHHSHQV�VOLJKWO\�ȁ�DURXQG�������

PLQXWHV��5HPRYH�IURP�WKH�KHDW�DQG�

set aside.

Q�3ULFN�WKH�VSRQJH�DOO�RYHU�ZLWK�D�FDNH�

VNHZHU��WKHQ�SRXU�KDOI�WKH�VDXFH�RYHU�

WKH�WRS��/HDYH�WR�VRDN�IRU����PLQXWHV��

6HUYH�WKH�SXGGLQJ�ZDUP�ZLWK�YHJDQ�

LFH�FUHDP�DQG�WKH�UHPDLQLQJ�VDXFH�

Recipe and image 

from Baking and 

the Meaning of Life 

by Helen Goh (£26, 

Murdoch Books) 

murdochbooks.

co.uk Photography: 

© Laura Edwards 

2025

Pudding

8VH�D�JOXWHQ�IUHH�
�RXU�WR�PDNH�WKLV�
VXLWDEOH�IRU�JXHVWV�

ZLWK�JOXWHQ�
LQWROHUDQFHV

COOK’s 
TIP



Explore Europe with ease aboard DFDS ferries, where your 

journey becomes part of the adventure. Enjoy spacious 

on-board facilities, delicious dining, and stunning sea views 

while traveling seamlessly between the UK and mainland 

Europe. With reliable routes to France, the Netherlands, and 

beyond, you can bring your car, campervan, or bike 

and explore at your own pace, avoiding airport hassle. 

Choose DFDS for a stress-free and scenic travel experience.

Set sail beyond expectations – book today

Save on European 
Ferry Travel with DFDS

Join Cruise Collective 

for free and unlock 

exclusive savings

cruise-collective.com

*Visit the website for full T&Cs.

Exclusive 
Member Savings

2 0 2 4

World's Leading Ferry
Operator

33% OFF*
Save up to
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†
Calls from landlines will cost up to 9p per minute, depending on provider. Call charges from mobile phones will cost between 3p and 55p per minute, depending on provider, but 

are included in inclusive call packages. Lines are open 9am–5pm weekdays, and 8:30am–4:30pm on Saturdays. Overseas please call +44 (0)1604 973 746. *Prices including postage 

are £4.99 for UK residents, £5.99 for Europe and £6.99 for Rest of World. Please allow up to 28 days for delivery.

Your ultimate guide to a

+ Discover all of this year’s BEST 
FESTIVE TRENDS and STYLING TIPS

+ EASY, AFFORDABLE CRAFTS for 
homemade gifts and decorations 

+ DELICIOUS RECIPES to impress, from 
fun bakes to fabulous banquets

+ PLUS: GIFTS for everyone on your list, TOP 
TREES for every budget & so much more!

Order your copy now!
CALL 03330 162 138† and quote ‘YourHome Xmas 25 PRINT1’

ONLINE www.ourmediashop.com/YourHomeXmas25

CRAFTS YOU’LL LOVE
Cards, decorations,  

presents & more

C
h

ristm
a
s 2

0
2
5
 

£
4

.9
9

the holidays
This real cottage 

is dressed to 
impress

FABULOUS FEASTS
Foolproof recipes for 
every diet and taste

SPARKLE!
Stylish looks for  

every room

ADD SOME

100 GIFTS UNDER £30! FROM STOCKING FILLERS TO SPECIAL TREATS

Keep the season  
stress-free with 

our printable 

PLANNER

YOUR BEST CHRISTMAS EVER, FOR LESS

The top CHRISTMAS 
MARKETS in the UK 

Family days out!

magical Christmas!

£4.99
ONLY

INC. P&P*

Scan me!
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This Christmas, treat yourself to the crème de la crème from your local supermarket. 
We’ve found the best bargains, as well as luxurious showstoppers

HOUSEHOLD

Bring Christmas 
crafts to the 

dinner table!

Add that personal (and 
edible!) touch to your 
Christmas table with these 
brand-new chocolate place 
settings from Aldi. When 
your guests arrive, invite 
them to take a chocolate 
square, then lay a sheet 
of gold or bronze transfer 
paper on top, write their 
name on it, and peel back 
to reveal their design. If 
you can prize the chocolate 
away from them, pop it at 
their place setting, ready 
for the meal to begin. Who 
ZLOO�HDW�WKHLUV��UVW��WKRXJK"

Contents
104 We test the stars of the 

Christmas food table –  

the centrepieces!

105 Fill up your plate Our 

favourite accompaniments 

for a bumper feast

106 We test�GL	HUHQW�GHVVHUWV�

– perfect for those not so 

NHHQ�RQ�WKH��JJ\�SXG

107 Festive tipples Get into the 

seasonal spirit with drinks 

that properly raise the bar

108 Tips & tricks How to hack 

the biggest food shop of  

the year like a pro!

SET THE 
TABLE

Specially Selected 
chocolate place 
settings, £4.99  

for 4, Aldi



Tired of turkey? Our taste test reveals this year’s top supermarket showstoppers

THE WINNER

WE TEST… Alternative centrepieces
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M&S WKUHH��VK�
URDVW, £38, Ocado

This salmon, cod and 

smoked haddock dish cooks 

in the tin it comes in, with 

a sachet of leek and white 

wine sauce. It’s reminiscent 

RI�D��VK�SLH��EXW�DQ�H[WUD�

special one. The sauce is to 

GLH�IRU�ȁ�LWȆV�ULFK�DQG�EXWWHU\��

with the leek adding a sweet 

note. However, the layers of 

�VK�ZHUHQȆW�HYHQ�ȁ�WKHUH�ZDV�

a lot more salmon, and the 

cod and haddock were wider 

DW�WKH�HQGV�DQG��QLVKHG�

halfway through. Also, the 

�VK�ZDV�VR�EHDXWLIXOO\��DN\�

that we couldn’t get neat 

VOLFHV�ȁ�D�ELW�PHVV\�EXW�\RX�

FDQ�UHGLVWULEXWH�WKH�OD\HUV��

Overall, it was delicious and 

I’d happily eat it again.

7KH�8OWLPDWH�%ULWLVK�VORZ�FRRNHG�
ZDJ\X�VKLQ, £29.99 per kg, Aldi

Wow! This centrepiece is the real deal – it looks the part with the 

VWDWHPHQW�RI�WKH�ERQH��SOXV�LWV�WDVWH�DQG�WH[WXUH�DUH�LQFUHGLEOH��

7KLV�ZDJ\X�VKLQ�KDV�DOUHDG\�EHHQ�VORZ�FRRNHG�IRU���KRXUV��VR�DOO�

you have to do is oven cook it for 45 minutes, which makes it super 

�DYRXUIXO�DQG�WHQGHU�ȁ�LW�MXVW�IDOOV�R	�WKH�ERQH��,I�\RX�ORYH�ULFK��

EHHI\��DYRXUV��WKHQ�GRQȆW�PLVV�RXW�RQ�WKLV�MRLQW��3OXV��LW�FRPHV�ZLWK�

D�GHOLFLRXV�EHHI�DQG�WUX�H�VDXFH��ZKLFK�DGGV�WR�WKH��DYRXU�DQG�

GRHVQȆW�RYHUZKHOP�DV�VRPH�WUX�H�DURPDV�FDQ��7KLV�LV�D�SURSHU�

VKRZVWRSSHU�DQG�ZKDW�D�FHQWUHSLHFH�VKRXOG�EH�

([FHSWLRQDO�VORZ�
cured rack of pork
ZLWK�WUX�H�EXWWHU�
	�SDUPHVDQ�FUXPE��
£15.98 per kg, Asda

This rack is French trimmed 

E\�KDQG��VR�LW�QHHGV�QR�SUHS��

All you have to do is put it 

LQ�WKH�RYHQ��EDVWH�KDOIZD\�

WKURXJK�ZLWK�WUX�H�EXWWHU��

and sprinkle the parmesan 

FUXPE����PLQXWHV�EHIRUH�WKH�

HQG��7KH�MRLQW�ZDV�VRIW��ZLWK�

D�VXEWOH�SRUN��DYRXU��7KH�

WUX�H�ZDV�WKHUH�EXW�QRW�WRR�

PXFK��DQG�WKH�FUXPE�DGGHG�

some freshness from the 

KHUEV��,W�ZDV�VOLJKWO\�IDWW\��

EXW�WKLV�NHSW�WKH�PHDW�PRLVW��

It looks very impressive 

�RQ�D�GLQLQJ�WDEOH��WRR�ȁ�D�

sensational swap for the 

traditional turkey. 

7KH�%HVW�EULH�	�
harissa roasted 

carrot galette, £9, 
Morrisons

This vegetarian galette looks 

lovely, with crimped pastry, 

D�KHUE\�WRS�DQG�EULJKW�

FRORXUV��<RX�EDNH�LW�LQ�WKH�WLQ�

IRU�WKH��UVW�SDUW�RI�FRRNLQJ��

WKHQ�UHPRYH�IRU�WKH��QDO���

minutes. We found this last 

step tricky, as it was hot. We 

ended up trimming around 

the sides of the tin so the 

KHDW�FRXOG�JHW�LQ��EXW�ZH�

couldn’t peel it away from 

WKH�ERWWRP��7KLV�PHDQW�

we had to serve it in slices, 

rather than as a complete 

centrepiece. That said,  

it looked great on each  

plate. A stunning veggie 

alternative to a nut roast.

,UUHVLVWLEOH�VZHHW�
cured JDPPRQ�with 
a maple & mustard 
JOD]H��e������SHU�NJ��

&R�RS

This gammon had a delicious 

DQG�ZHOO�EDODQFHG��DYRXU�ȁ�

sweetness from the maple, 

saltiness from the meat, and 

spice from the cinnamon. It 

was easy to cook and carved 

well, so everyone could get 

an even helping. It was a 

ELW�IDWW\��EXW�WKLV�LV�WR�EH�

H[SHFWHG�ZLWK�JDPPRQ��

DQG�\RX�FRXOG�MXVW�UHPRYH�

LW�EHIRUH�DGGLQJ�WKH�JOD]H��

Overall, this is a lovely choice 

as a Christmas main course – 

a modern and elevated twist 

on a classic. If there are any 

OHIWRYHUV��WKH\ȆG�EH�GHOLFLRXV�

LQ�D�%R[LQJ�'D\�VDQGZLFK�

4 6 46-8SER VES SER VES SER VES SER VES 
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Load up on all the 
trimmings for an 

extra-special feast

FILL UP

your 
plate

Save the hassle of making your own 
and buy this delicious turkey gravy. 
Plus, it’s freezable, so you could buy 

now and save for the big day –  
job done!

Finest turkey gravy,  
£3.25 for 500ml, Tesco

)LQLVK�R��\RXU�SODWH�ZLWK�
classic ruby red cranberry 
sauce. This M&S version 
KDV�SRUW�LQ�LW��WRR��WR�DGG�D�
ELW�RI�SXQFK��6HUYH�ZDUP�

or cold.

M&S cranberry sauce, 
£3.25, Ocado 

'RQȆW�IRUJHW�WKH�VSURXWV��)RU�WKRVH�
who are less keen on the seasonal 
VWDSOH��WKHVH�FRPH�ZLWK�SHDV��OHHNV��
FDYROR�QHUR�DQG�VDYR\�FDEEDJH��SOXV�

a basil dressing for a herby lift.

Seasonal vegetables with basil 
dressing, £3.50, Co-op

7KLV�ȅSXGGLQJȆ�LV�DFWXDOO\�D�VWX�QJ�
EDOO��WRSSHG�ZLWK�SDVWU\��DQG�KDV�D�
VXUSULVH�DSSOH�DQG�FUDQEHUU\�PLGGOH�

The Best Signature Collection melt 
in the middle pork, sage & red onion 

VWX�QJ, £15, Morrisons

&DXOL�RZHU�FKHHVH�JHWV�WKH�UR\DO�
treatment with this galette, encased 
LQ�EXWWHU\�SDVWU\�DQG�WRSSHG�ZLWK�D�
Cheddar crumb. It could even be a 
VKRZVWRSSLQJ�YHJHWDULDQ�PDLQ�

1R���FDXOL�RZHU�FKHHVH�galette 
crown, £14, Waitrose

End the debate on Yorkshire 
SXGGLQJV�ZLWK�&KULVWPDV�GLQQHU�ZLWK�
WKHVH�WUHH�VKDSHG�RQHV��)LOO�ZLWK�SLJV�
in blankets for the ultimate side dish.

Christmas tree-shaped Yorkshire 
puddings, £1.97 for 2, Asda

7DNH�\RXU�URRW�YHJ�XS�D�QRWFK��7KHVH�
SDUVQLSV��FDUURWV�DQG�EXWWHUQXW�
squash are tossed in butter and 
PDSOH�V\UXS�IRU�SXUH�LQGXOJHQFH�

Maple roasted vegetable 
selection, £8, Sainsbury’s

7UHDW�\RXUVHOI�WR�WKLV�VSHFLDO�YHUVLRQ�
RI�D�FODVVLF��7KHVH�SLJV�LQ�EODQNHWV�

have extra layers of bacon for bonus 
�DYRXU�DQG�WH[WXUH��

Specially Selected double-wrapped 
pigs in blankets, £2.49, Aldi

HOUSEHOLD HINTS

Fry up  
with leftover 
roasties on 
Boxing Day

TOP  
TIP
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,I�\RXȆUH�QRW�D�IDQ�RI�&KULVWPDV�SXGGLQJ��RU�MXVW�IDQF\�D�FKDQJH�IURP�WKH�XVXDO��ORRN�QR�IXUWKHU�WKDQ�
WKLV�VZHHW�URXQG�XS��:HȆYH�WULHG�D�ZKROH�KRVW�RI�WHPSWLQJ�WUHDWV��DQG�WKHVH�RQHV�PDGH�WKH�VKRUWOLVW

THE WINNER

WE TEST…'L�HUHQW�GHVVHUWV
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)LQHVW�VWLFN\�WR	HH�	�
SDQHWWRQH�&KULVWPDV�
pudding��e����7HVFR

This is an upgrade on a 

FODVVLF�&KULVWPDV�SXG��ZLWK�

panettone pieces within and 

D�SRXUDEOH�WR	HH�VDXFH��<RX�

can choose to steam it for an 

hour or pop in the microwave 

IRU����PLQXWHV��,W�ZDVQȆW�

too sweet and even those 

QRW�VR�NHHQ�RQ�&KULVWPDV�

SXGGLQJ�HQMR\HG�LW��7KH�ULFK�

caramel sauce was the star 

of the show, so it’s a shame 

there wasn’t more of it. Also, 

we couldn’t really taste the 

panettone, despite it being 

prominent on the label. 

Speaking of the label, it took 

a while to realise this was a 

pudding not a cake as the 

writing is small. Overall, we 

liked this twist on a classic.

7DVWH�WKH�'L	HUHQFH�)UHH�)URP�VDOWHG�FDUDPHO�
chocolate bauble WL�Q��e����6DLQVEXU\ȆV

7KLV�WL�Q�ZDV�DEVROXWHO\�GHOLFLRXV��3OXV��DV�LWȆV�PLON���HJJ��DQG�JOXWHQ�IUHH��LW�ZLOO�

please people with a variety of dietary requirements. It’s a real showstopper 

ZKHQ�\RX�EULQJ�LW�WR�WKH�WDEOH��WKDQNV�WR�LWV�VWULNLQJ�EDXEOH�VKDSH�DQG�EURQ]H�

OXVWUH��,QVLGH�WKHUHȆV�%HOJLDQ��FDUDPHO��DYRXUHG�GDUN�FKRFRODWH��ZKLFK�R	HUV�

D�EDODQFHG�FRFRD��DYRXU��DQG�VKRUWEUHDG�SLHFHV��ZKLFK�FUXPEOH�DQG�WDVWH�

beautifully buttery. It’s rich, so you only need a small slice, and will certainly 

VHUYH����DV�VXJJHVWHG��:H�WKRURXJKO\�HQMR\HG�WKLV�WL�Q��DQG�EHOLHYH�LW�ZRXOG�

please most people you’re catering for.

Exceptional pistachio 
SUR�WHUROHV,  
e�����IRU����$VGD

This dessert takes the Dubai 

chocolate trend and elevates 

LW��7KH�SUR�WHUROHV�DUH�VRIW��

with a slight bite to the 

choux pastry, concealing 

a pistachio and white 

FKRFRODWH��OOLQJ��7KH\�DUH�

topped with a milk chocolate 

JDQDFKH��D�FKRFRODWH�GUL]]OH�

and crumbled pistachios. 

This is a very decadent 

GHVVHUW��EXW�WKH��OOLQJ�DQG�

the topping balance the 

richness and sweetness. 

:H�UHDOO\�HQMR\HG�WKLV�VWDFN�

RI�SUR�WHUROHV�ȁ�WKH\�ORRN�

DQG�WDVWH�DPD]LQJ��7KH�RQO\�

thing that would make them 

even better is a bit more 

crunch somewhere to add 

some extra texture. 

*LQJHUEUHDG�	�
maple puddings,  
e�����IRU����&R�RS

These sponge puddings 

microwave in less than a 

minute, then you turn them 

out for the syrup to coat 

them. They have a warming 

JLQJHU��DYRXU��ZKLFK�LV�

complemented by the 

VZHHW�PDSOH��:H�WKRXJKW�

the taste was more ginger 

than gingerbread, but not 

RYHUO\�]LQJ\��7KH\�IHOW�YHU\�

nostalgic and reminiscent of 

a syrup pudding, which was 

lovely after a roast. The only 

slight issue was a stodginess 

at the top of the puddings, 

but the bottoms were much 

OLJKWHU��:H�UHDOO\�HQMR\HG�

WKLV�PRGHUQ��RQ�WUHQG

 take on a more traditional, 

ZHOO�ORYHG�GHVVHUW�

0RL�PLQL�beignets
LQ�'XOFH�GH�/HFKH�	�
&LQQDPRQ��e�����
IRU����2FDGR

If you’ve eaten too much 

main course, but still want to 

�QLVK�ZLWK�VRPHWKLQJ�VZHHW��

these dinky beignets are 

ideal. The small doughnuts 

DUH��OOHG�ZLWK�GXOFH�GH�OHFKH�

caramel and topped with 

cinnamon sugar for a festive 

touch. The caramel was thick 

and sumptuous and didn’t 

make the dough soggy at all. 

The only slight improvement 

we would wish for is that 

the dough itself had a little 

PRUH��DYRXU��RU�SHUKDSV�

for us to be provided with 

a bit more of the cinnamon 

sugar dusting. But they were 

delightful (and ever  

VR�PRUHLVK���

7 2 8SER VES SER VES SER VES SER VES 2
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However you  
want to raise a 
glass, we have 
a drink for you, 

including including 
�]]�XQGHU�e����

FESTIVE

tipples

HOUSEHOLD HINTS

It’s time to pop the 
prosecco-ho-ho! 

This one’s only £8 
a bottle, so you 

can stock up for 
New Year’s too!

Prosecco,  
e���0	6

Crémant is a budget-
savvy swap for 

Champagne. It’s 
made in the exact 
same way, just in a 
GL�HUHQW�UHJLRQ�ȁ�
so you get all the 

classic French 
�DLU�ZLWKRXW�WKH�

high spend.

Specially 
Selected 

Crémant de 
/RLUH��e������

Aldi

Move over Aperol, 
there’s a new 
spritz in town! 

This blackcurrant 
aperitif is available 
ready-mixed and 
in alcoholic and 
non-alcoholic 
versions, so 
everyone can 

celebrate.

Taste the 
'L	HUHQFH�

blackcurrant 
spritz��e������

non-alcoholic 
blackcurrant 

spritz, 
e���ERWK�

Sainsbury’s

If you’re not a 
wine drinker, then 

this festive ale 
is for you. It has 
a warm, fruity 
�DYRXU��LGHDO�IRU�

nights in, all 
FRV\�E\�WKH��UH�

0	6�ZLQWHU�
ale��e������

Ocado

Keep it classic 
with mulled 
wine. Warm 

gently to bring 
out the aromas 

and top with 
orange slices 

and cinnamon 
sticks.

Mulled wine, 
e������&R�RS

Make your drinks trolley sparkle with 
these liqueurs with edible shimmer 
inside. Choose from blood orange  
JLQ��KRQH\�UXP�RU�WR�HH�YRGND�

Infusionist Globes liqueurs,  
e������HDFK��DOO�$OGL

Rosé isn’t just for summer! This pale 
pink mulled wine has notes of red 
fruit, lemon and clementine, plus 

hints of baked apple and  
warming spices.

0XOOHG�rosé��e���:DLWURVH

Dubai chocolate goes boozy with 
this cream liqueur. Top with chopped 

pistachios for a decadent sip.

([FHSWLRQDO�SLVWDFKLR�	�PLON�
chocolate cream liqueur,  

e������$VGD

Budget 
Buy
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How to save money on your 
festive food bill, this month’s to-

dos, plus must-haves 

TIPS &

Whether it’s just your family or you’re hosting 
a big group this year, we have plenty of ways 
to make your money go further

• Start by setting a budget for food and drink. 
Include all meals, Christmas dinner, treats, 
snacks and drinks, and stick to it. Shopping 
online for home delivery will allow you to 
monitor the price as you go – book a delivery slot 
as early as possible. Many supermarkets have 
already opened their bookings.

• Have a look at prices online before you 
choose where to shop. Apps such as trolley.co.uk
compare prices at all the major supermarkets.

• Resist the urge to over-buy, as you’ll 
waste food. Shops are usually only closed on 
Christmas Day and Boxing Day, so you can top 
up after. Do some meal plans, only buy what 
you need and, if you want some back-up ideas, 
pop bits in the freezer.

• Don’t be tempted by pricey convenience 
food, ready meals and pre-packed festive 
hampers, as you often end up paying more for 
less. You can make your own cheeseboard by 
EX\LQJ�WKUHH�RI�\RXU�IDYRXULWHV��DQ�D	RUGDEOH�
pack of crackers, an own-brand jar of chutney 
and a bunch of grapes, then serve on a wooden 
chopping board you already own. 

• If you can bear to wait until the last minute 
for your fresh fruit and veg, then you may be 
rewarded by the yellow sticker fairy. In recent 
years, some supermarkets have reduced veg 
prices to as little as 8p per bag in the last hour 
before closing on Christmas Eve.

• If you’re cooking for a crowd of friends or 
family, share the load – and cost – by asking 
others to bring starters, snacks or desserts, or 
their favourite tipple.

• Save vouchers and coupons through the year 
and use them on the big shop. Keep an eye out 
for yellow-sticker items, especially if freezable. 

̪ WAYS TO… cut the cost of 
the Christmas food shop

If your pans have seen better days, don’t try and struggle 
through Christmas dinner with them. This stackable,  

non-stick induction pan set will make the festive feast prep 
so much easier. It includes a tall and shallow casserole dish, 

a frying pan, a steamer, plus lid, detachable handle plus 
silicone handles for transferring from oven to table. The 
set would also make a fantastic gift for any at-home chef 

desiring quality and quantity.

Stacks of potential

Professional Contour 
carving set, £49 for 2 
pieces; oak butcher’s block, 
small, £99, both ProCook

BRA Compac Pro 
stacking non-stick 
induction hob pan 
set, currently £175.99 
for 5 pieces, Amazon

1. Deep-clean all areas your guests are likely use. Think hallway,  

kitchen, dining area, living room, bedrooms and bathroom.

2. Create a plan for hosting. Decide on menus, snacks and drinks; 

any activities; and places nearby your guests can visit.

3. Get a head start on Christmas dinner by prepping and freezing  

a few elements now – turn to page 90 for a trout paté starter recipe!

4. Wrap your presents and pop them in a hiding spot. Have some 

extra gifts on standby in case you receive unexpected presents! 

5. Sit back and enjoy the festivities. Take some well-earned  

me-time to properly celebrate the season!

Your December to-dos✓

Tools 
of the trade

Serve up your centrepiece in style with 
expert tools for the job. ProCook has 

just launched its Contour range, 
including this smart carving set, 

which features stunning black 
wood handles that are designed 
WR��W�VDIHO\�DQG�VHFXUHO\�LQ�

your hand. Pair the carving 
knife and fork with a 

solid butcher’s block to 
complete your set.

F
e

a
tu

re
 H

a
y

le
y 
G

il
b

e
rt



CONSUMER NEWS

December 2025  109

Evri, evri.com
A comprehensive app that 
lets you send parcels, track 
them, return and divert, as 

ZHOO�DV�EHLQJ�DEOH�WR�XSGDWH�0\�3ODFHV�VHWWLQJV���QG�D�
ParcelShop and use Evri video to make your gift more 
personal with a video message. You can even add a 
SKRWR�DQG�GHOLYHU\�QRWHV�WR�KHOS�WKH�FRXULHU��QG�
a tricky address.

Royal Mail, royalmail.com
This app allows you to buy 
postage in a few simple steps and 
arrange collection of your items 
(they bring the label, too). You can 
then get proof of posting with a 

GLJLWDO�FHUWL�FDWH���QG�\RXU�QHDUHVW�GURS�R��SRLQWV�LI�
QHHGHG��WUDFN�GHOLYHULHV�ZLWK�LQVWDQW�SXVK�QRWL�FDWLRQ�
updates on their progress, book redeliveries and 
choose a Safeplace for items when you’re not in.

InPost, inpost.co.uk
If you like to use the 
remotely operated 
InPost lockers found 
ORFDOO\�IRU������SULQW�IUHH�
posting, you need this 
app. Use it to send and track deliveries, look for live 
compartment availability, and to collect your parcels. 
You’ll get live updates as well as collection details 
straight to the app, so you can keep an eye on all 
those Christmas gifts you send to family and friends.

Top 3 direct parcel service apps

You’ve found the perfect gift and want to make sure it 

reaches your recipient in time for Christmas. Here’s how 

to get the best price and service.

•  The cost of sending a parcel varies depending on its size, 

where you’re sending it to and how quickly you want it to 

arrive, but the main thing is its weight. Royal Mail has a handy 

calculator at royalmail.com/current-postage-prices.

•  As well as Royal Mail and Parcelforce, there are plenty of 

discount couriers that could cost you less. You can consider the 

cost via comparison sites such as Parcel2Go, Parcel Monkey, 

ParcelCompare and ParcelHero.

•  ,I�\RX�KDYHQȆW�WLPH�WR�TXHXH�DW�WKH�3RVW�2
FH��DQ�RQOLQH�

courier saves you having to leave the house. ParcelCompare, 

IRU�LQVWDQFH��R�HUV�FRQYHQLHQW�GURS�R��ORFDWLRQV��RU�SLFN�XS�

IURP�KRPH�RU�R
FH��<RX�GRQȆW�QHHG�D�SULQWHU�IRU�ODEHOV��SOXV�

you get £50 parcel protection included.

•  For convenience and peace of mind, use InPost to drop, lock 

and send. It’s a really easy way to send gifts using a smart 

phone. Simply buy a digital QR code label in the app, scan, 

drop and lock your parcel at any InPost Point near you. 

•  If you’re buying a gift directly from an online UK store, it’s 

often cheaper to have it sent directly to the recipient rather 

than paying to have it sent to your address, then paying to 

send it on. If you spend over a certain amount, you may even 

get free delivery, plus you can often include a gift note.

•   Consider buying and sending gifts from the international 

sites of trusted brands for family or friends who live abroad. 

0DUNV�	�6SHQFHU�DQG�1H[W�ERWK�R�HU�WKLV�VHUYLFH��<RX�FDQ��QG�

it at marksandspencer.com/c/international-delivery and  

nextdirect.com/CountrySelect. If paying in a foreign currency, 

LW ȆV�EHVW�WR�XVH�D�WUDYHO�FUHGLW�FDUG�WR�DYRLG�D�QRQ�VWHUOLQJ�

exchange fee of around 3%, or check your debit or credit card 

for their terms. Credit cards cover you for any issues on items 

costing £100 to £30,000 under Section 75.

Sign up online and save time

FOCUS ON

HOW TO... save money

Make sure you get your 
pressies in the post in time 
for Christmas delivery with 

our essential guide

Festive post
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What are the last posting  
dates for Royal Mail’s 
Christmas deliveries?
Royal Mail has already announced its 
2025 Christmas delivery dates for both 
UK and international deliveries – 17th 
December is the last day for 2nd class 
inland post. Check online at royalmail.
com/christmas/last-posting-dates.

Can I get compensation for  
a late or missed delivery?
If you order a gift that’s meant to be 
delivered direct from the retailer in 
time for Christmas, make sure you have 
proof that they agreed to deliver in 
time. You’re entitled to a refund if the 
receiver doesn’t want the item and, if 
they do, you may get part of the cost 
back, even if it’s just a delivery charge 
and especially if you paid extra for a 
premium service. Contact the retailer 
and ask to speak with customer service.

Are there any prohibited items 
that I can’t send?
If you’re not sure, or you’re sending 
something slightly out of the norm, it’s 
always best to check, whether you’re 
using Royal Mail or another courier 
service. Their websites should be able 
to tell you. Prohibited items could 
include things like perfume, aerosols, 
Christmas crackers or any liquids.

I want to send some Christmas 
presents to relatives abroad – 
will I need any extra paperwork?
When sending parcels outside of the 

We answer your festive delivery 

queries to make sure you and 

your loved ones don’t miss out

‘Track parcels, buy 

postage, arrange a 

×ĦĘĘá×ŎăĦğ2ΨƅğÝΨÝłĦĿͺ

ĦƂΨĿĦăğŎņΨ¾ğÝΨÖĦĦĔΨ

łáÝáĘăŧáłăáņΨŧă¾ΨŎÿáΨ

Royal Mail App’

UK, you’ll need to complete a Customs 
Declaration (a CN22 or CN23) as well 
as provide electronic customs data. 
The electronic data is sent in advance 
and you’ll either provide the info at 
the time of postage or use an online 
platform, with the physical CN22 or 
CN23 form being attached to the 
parcel. You can do both at the Post 
2
FH�RU�RQOLQH�ZKHQ�XVLQJ�5R\DO�
Mail’s Click & Drop, or another  
courier service. 

Should I get insurance on 
expensive items being sent?
If you’re sending something pricey 
WKHQ�\HV��LW ȆV�GH�QLWHO\�ZRUWK�SD\LQJ�
extra for insurance in case the present 
gets lost or is damaged during transit. 
Most couriers, as well as Royal Mail, 
R�HU�WKLV�DV�DQ�DGGHG�H[WUD�EH\RQG�
WKHLU�EDVLF�FRYHU��&KHFN�WKH�VSHFL�F�
extended compensation options 
and T&Cs, and make sure you wrap 
and package the item properly in 
accordance with their rules and 
regulations to make sure that you’re 
properly covered.

USEFUL CONTACTS

•  You can compare parcel delivery costs 
ZLWK�GL�HUHQW�FRXULHUV�DW�parcel2go.com, 
parcelmonkey.co.uk, parcelhero.com or
parcelcompare.com.
•  Visit inpost.co.uk for details of InPost’s 
UK parcel delivery service.
•  <RXȆOO��QG�SOHQW\�RI�KDQG\�DGYLFH�DW�
help.royalmail.com. Topics covered include 
customs declarations and charges, 
buying and printing labels online,  
and even packaging tips.

A postage app gives you peace 
of mind that your precious 
parcels will arrive safely! 

Frequently asked 
questions...

If you’re ordering a present directly 
from the retailer to be delivered 
in time for Christmas, check the 

estimated delivery time. If you can’t 
�QG�WKLV�LQIR�RQOLQH��FDOO�FXVWRPHU�

services to check they can guarantee 
it will arrive in time for the big 

day. Or, avoid the stress 
altogether, get organised 

and order super 
early!

If you do  
 one thing…
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Every letter featured  
wins a prize!

Thanks to Lily O’Brien’s, our star prize winner 

will receive a bundle of delicious chocolates 

(worth £52.45) including the limited-edition 

Christmas Desserts Collection, the Ultimate 

Chocolate Collection and melt-in-the-mouth 

WUX�HV��7KH�UXQQHUV�XS�ZLOO�HDFK�UHFHLYH�D�

bundle of chocolate treats (worth £24.50). 

Discover more of Lily O’Brien’s fabulous 

�DYRXUV�DW�lilyobriens.co.uk.

We love hearing from you! Send us your tips,  
projects and photos using our details below...
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BEFORE

AFTER

Tiles of style
I was completely 

inspired by Dani’s 

kitchen tiles in 

your July issue. 

I thought they 

were gorgeous 

and a subtle style 

statement – so 

much so that I 

bought them for 

my new kitchen! 

I chose to tile 

around my hob as a splashback, just like 

Dani has. Thank you for the feature!

Pearl Baker, Bath

Rachel, operations editor, says: We’re 

thrilled Your Home provided inspiration 

for your kitchen, Pearl! We can’t wait to 

let Dani know she’s such a trendsetter.

Star of the screen
This bookcase attracts clutter, and my 

WRGGOHU�JUDQGFKLOGUHQ�SXOO�LWHPV�R��WKH�

ORZHU�VKHOYHV��,�KDYH�VFUHHQHG�R��WKH�

bottom with a curtain on a tension rod 

– it’s enough to deter their curiosity! It’s 

easily removed and attached across an 

open doorway, where my granddaughter 

enjoys performing puppet shows!

Lynda Wright, Chelmsford 

Trish, creative design lead, says:

What a creative and pretty solution 

to this problem, Lynda! 

Pick up sticks
This spot in my living room really does look 

best with a full vase on the table, but I can’t 

D�RUG�WR�EX\�QHZ��RZHUV�HYHU\�ZHHN��DQG�

I’d rather not have plastic blooms. I spotted 

these witch hazel branches in the window 

of a local shop and realised they were 

the perfect answer. They were part of a 

display, but the owner let me buy them for 

£30. Now I have a permanent display for a 

IUDFWLRQ�RI�WKH�FRVW�RI�IUHVK��RZHUV�

Chamomile Bramley, 

Dorset

Mel, editor, 

says: This is a 

lovely solution, 

Chamomile – what 

a brilliant place to 

display baubles 

this Christmas, too!

Crafty cupboard
I recently converted my leaky old 

standalone garage into a dedicated craft 

studio for me and my daughter – and a 

hangout pad for my son! We need lots of 

storage for our supplies, so when I found 

this solid wood dresser on Facebook 

Marketplace for £50, I was delighted. We 

had leftover eggshell paint (Dulux’s Summer 

Linen) from painting the walls, so I decided 

to use that to brighten up the dark wood. I 

love how it blends in with the space now! 

Bella Pilkington, Fife

Vicky, commissioning editor, says: We 

love the thought of having a special 

crafting space, Bella. We’re all very 

jealous! Painting your furniture to 

match the walls is a stroke of genius.

Star  
letter

A bright and
light budget

transformation

Your Home, Our Media, Eagle House, Bristol BS1 4ST.  
Email yourhome@ourmedia.co.uk Instagram @yourhomemagazine  
TikTok @yourhomestyle.uk Facebook @yourhomemag Tel 0117 927 9009
*The chance to win a prize is open to all residents of the UK, including the Channel Islands, aged 18 years or older. 

BEFORE

AFTER
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A
Aldi 0800 042 0800 aldi.co.uk 

Amazon amazon.co.uk 

Annabel James 0345 548 

0210 annabeljames.co.uk 

Annie Sloan 01865 770061 

anniesloan.com 

Anthropologie anthropologie.com 

AO 0161 470 1100 ao.com 

Argos 0345 640 2020 argos.co.uk 

Asda 0330 053 0111 asda.com 

Atlantic Shopping 

atlanticshopping.co.uk 

Autumn’s Corner

autumnscorner.com 

B
B&M 0330 838 9000  

bmstores.co.uk

B&Q 0333 014 3357 diy.com 

Balsam Hill 0808 501 3434  

balsamhill.co.uk 

Bathroom Mountain 01782 405047 

bathroommountain.co.uk 

Beliani beliani.co.uk 

Benjamin Moore 01753 575756 

benjaminmoorepaint.co.uk 

Bloom & Brew

bloomandbrew.co.uk 

Bonnypack 0141 420 7262 

bonnypack.com 

Boots boots.com 

C
Cambridge Imprint

01223 921991  

cambridgeimprint.co.uk

Clara Create claracreate.com

Click Style clickstyle.co.uk 

Co-op 0800 068 6727 coop.co.uk 

The Cotswold Company  

0333 200 1725 cotswoldco.com

Cox & Cox 0330 333 2123  

coxandcox.co.uk 

Cult Furniture cultfurniture.com 

Curated Living 01428 870050 

curatedliving.co.uk  

D
där lighting 01295 672200 

darlighting.co.uk 

Desenio desenio.co.uk 

DFS 0800 110 5000 dfs.co.uk 

Dibor 0800 408 0660 dibor.co.uk 

Dobbies 0131 561 6406 dobbies.com

Dualit 01293 652500 dualit.com

Dulux 0333 222 7171 dulux.co.uk

Dunelm dunelm.com 

Dusk dusk.com

E
East End Press

eastendpress.com 

Eleanor Bowmer

eleanorbowmer.co.uk 

Emma Bridgewater  

01782 210565

emmabridgewater.co.uk

Where to buy  
everything in this issue

GUIDE

F
Farrow & Ball  

01202 876141 farrow-ball.com 

Festive Lights 01257 792111  

festive-lights.com

Fireplace World fireplaceworld.co.uk 

Flying Tiger Copenhagen

flyingtiger.com 

The French Bedroom Company

01444 415430 frenchbedroom.co.uk 

Futon Company 0345 609 4455 

futoncompany.co.uk

G
Garden Trading

01993 845559  

gardentrading.co.uk  

George Home 0330 053 0111  

direct.asda.com 

Ginger Ray gingerray.co.uk 

Gisela Graham 020 7708 4956 

giselagraham.co.uk 

Green Lili greenlili.com 

H
H&M Home 0344 736 9000 

hm.com

Habitat 0345 640 2020 

habitat.co.uk 

Hazel Gardiner Design 

hazelgardinerdesign.com 

Hobbycraft 0330 026 1400  

hobbycraft.co.uk 

Home Bargains home.bargains 

TheHomelyAvenue 

thehomelyavenue.etsy.com

Homescapes 0121 368 0051 

homescapesonline.com

Homesense 01923 473561 

homesense.com 

Hovia 0151 708 5400 hovia.com 

I
Idyll Home 01270 812717  

idyllhome.co.uk

IKEA 01733 520006  

ikea.com/gb/en

J
JD Williams jdwilliams.co.uk

John Lewis & Partners  

03456 100336 johnlewis.com 

John Perry Studio Store 

johnperrystudiostore.etsy.com

Joseph Joseph josephjoseph.com 

Juniqe juniqe.com 

Just Fabrics 01242 530423  

justfabrics.co.uk 

K
King & McGaw

kingandmcgaw.com 

Kiso Kitchens kisokitchens.com 

L
Lampmasters 020 3499 8953 

lampmasters.co.uk 

La Redoute 0330 303 0199

laredoute.co.uk 

Laura Ashley 0333 777 8999 

lauraashley.com 

Layered Lounge layeredlounge.com 

̥̥
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Lights4fun lights4fun.co.uk 

Little Greene 0161 230 0880 

littlegreene.com 

Loaf 020 3141 8300 loaf.com 

The Lovely Keepsake Company 

thelovelykeepsakecompany.co.uk 

Lush Home Interiors 

lushhomeinteriors.com 

M
M&S 0333 014 8000 

marksandspencer.com 

Maisons du Monde

maisonsdumonde.com 

Matalan 0333 004 4444  

matalan.co.uk 

Meggy & Me meggyandme.com 

Melody Maison 01302 741000 

melodymaison.co.uk 

Meri Meri merimeri.co.uk 

Molly Mahon mollymahon.com 

Morrisons 0345 611 6111  

morrisons.com 

N
Next 0333 777 8000  

next.co.uk 

Nkuku 0333 240 0155  

nkuku.com

Nordic Nest nordicnest.com 

O
Oakcrafts 01347 474774

oakcrafts.co.uk 

Oak Outlet 01493 660766 

oakoutlet.co.uk

Ocado 0345 656 1234 ocado.com 

Oliver Bonas 020 8059 2414 

oliverbonas.com 

Olivia’s 0330 053 3120  

olivias.com 

Online Home Shop  

onlinehomeshop.com

Oscars Cave oscarscave.etsy.com 

P
Perch & Parrow 020 8629 1166 

perchandparrow.com 

Poodle & Blonde

poodleandblonde.com

Pottery Barn 0808 234 9870 

potterybarn.co.uk 

Poundland poundland.co.uk 

Pridola Design pridola.co.uk 

Primark primark.com 

ProCook  

procook.co.uk 

[ Quince & Cook 01738 

231600 quinceandcook.co.uk 

R
The Range therange.co.uk 

Real Ruler Co realrulerco.com 

RE 01434 634567  

re-foundobjects.com 

Rinkit 01903 726077 rinkit.com 

Rockett St George 

01444 253391 rockettstgeorge.co.uk 

Ruggable ruggable.co.uk  

Rust-Oleum rustoleumcolours.co.uk

S
Sainsbury’s 0800 328 1700 

sainsburys.co.uk

Sandberg sandbergwallpaper.com 

Sass & Belle 020 7346 0117 

sassandbelle.co.uk  

Sofa.com 0345 400 2222 

Sophie Allport 01778 560256 

sophieallport.com 

Sophie MacBain 07990 573889 

sophiemacbain.com 

Søstrene Grene sostrenegrene.com 

Stove Buddy stovebuddy.co.uk 

Studio Loco studioloco.eu 

Style Our Home 0800 145 5280 

styleourhome.com 

Sueno 01924 456330 sueno.co.uk 

Sue Ryder sueryder.org 

T
Talking Tables 020 7627 6767 

talkingtables.co.uk

Tap Warehouse 01202 556655

tapwarehouse.com 

TBCo tbco.com 

Tesco 0800 505555 tesco.com 

Tiles & Stone Direct

tilesandstonedirect.co.uk 

Tile Warehouse 0800 138 1668 

tilewarehouse.co.uk

Tolix Style Chairs 01462 455938  

tolix-chairs.co.uk 

Topps Tiles 0800 783 6262

toppstiles.co.uk  

V
Very 0800 110000 very.co.uk 

Victorian Plumbing

victorianplumbing.co.uk 

VV Rouleaux 020 7627 4455 

vvrouleaux.com

W
Waitrose 0800 188884 

waitrose.com

Wallpaper Shop 01706 

580250 wallpapershop.co.uk

Warmies 01933 679777 warmies.co.uk 

Wayfair wayfair.co.uk 

Webb & Gray 07748 185322 

webbandgray.com 

WeRChristmas werchristmas.co.uk 

West Elm westelm.co.uk 

Whittingtons 0116 502 3486 

whittingtons.biz 

Wickes wickes.co.uk 

William Wood 

williamwoodmirrors.co.uk 

Wonder & Rah wonderandrah.co.uk 

Wreaths wreaths.co.uk 

Z
Zara Home zarahome.com

̧̤



114    yourhomestyle.uk

This issue, we take one standout Christmas tree ornament and show you how 
to build a look around it, creating a traditional, Highlands-inspired scheme

Argyle bauble
Style it!
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Diamond bauble Christmas 
tree decoration, £5.99,  

Zara Home
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2. Hartford pre-lit potted 7ft Christmas tree, £275, Dibor 3. Heritage print fabric tree skirt, £18, Dunelm 4. Festive 
Folklore snowy tree 34cm, £8, B&M 5. Warm White berry LED string lights, £12.99, Lights4fun 6. Light up LED remote 

control candle Christmas tree decorations, £25.99, Very 7. Plume etched bauble with LED in Amber, £12, Perch & Parrow 
8. Adisa jar Gold & Rust baubles, £40 for 16, Nkuku 9. Festive Folklore Burgundy baubles, £12 for 18, B&M  

10. Green Cream mix shatterproof Christmas baubles, £16 for 50, Next 11. West Highland terrier Christmas bauble, 
£8.95, Annabel James 12. Gold metal tree topper, £8, Habitat 13. Gold sparkle pine cone decoration, £1, Poundland  

14. Handmade Highland cow decoration, £8.99, Sue Ryder
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oose your tree
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Pick your baubles
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