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The line between a designer and a master may seem subtle, yet it’s distinctly 

clear. While designers strive to balance client needs with environmental and social 
impact, masters go further – they give back to the society that shaped their success. 
This year’s list of Hong Kong’s top 50 designers includes many such exemplary figures.

Our third round-up of Hong Kong’s top 50 designers captures the city’s most 
compelling voices in residential, hospitality, gallery, public spaces, and architecture. 
Among them are rising stars, game-changers, and industry veterans – and each has 
shared their insights into what illuminates their craft.

Through conversations with these creative minds, we get a glimpse into what drives 
their exceptional work. Many would agree the global market has been more challenging 
this year, so making this list carries extra weight. It’s even more heartening to see 
familiar names expand from local studios into regional forces.

Due to space constraints, some conversations appear in shortened form here – find 
their complete versions on our Top 50 dedicated page or Home Journal website. 
Through our candid conversations gracing the following pages, I trust these luminaries 
will spark your imagination as they did mine. 
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André Fu is the go-to designer for luxury hotels, having crafted iconic 
properties in Hong Kong such as The Upper House and St. Regis Hong 
Kong. Known for weaving local cultural elements into his work, his latest 
Dusit Thani Bangkok stands as a prime example. Fu also has a role to play 
in furniture design through collaborations with luxury brands such as Louis 

Vuitton, while helming his own label, André Fu Living.  

A n d r é  Fu
André Fu Studio

@andrefustudio | andrefustudio.com



Left: Guestroom of Dusit 
Thani Bangkok . Right: 
Deluxe Lounge of of 
Dusit Thani Bangkok .

What does luxury mean to you, and how is this definition 

reflected in the design and experience of this hotel? Dusit 
Thani Bangkok is indeed our proudest project of 2024. We 
started with a vision to create a hotel that seeks to celebrate Thai 
culture on the global stage, and together with Dusit’s creative 
team, we dug deep into the history and heritage of the original 
property that opened in 1970 to define its spirit and determine 
how we could translate this into a contemporary new skyscraper 
with my personal language of “relaxed luxury”. To 
me, this project captures a turning point for Thai 
hospitality.

Dusit 
Thani Bangkok

Dusit

relaxed luxury

What has 2024 meant to you? It has been a 
demanding year for me both physically and 
mentally as we have had various key openings that 
have spanned multiple cities, including Bangkok, London, Taipei, 
Hong Kong, Osaka, Aix-en-Provence and Shanghai. I have also 
been more cautious with my wellbeing – taking some personal 
time to allow myself to rejuvenate, explore and spend quality 
time with friends.

Can you name a book, movie, or music track that has 

significantly inspired your designs? I have always enjoyed 
the music by Italian composer Piero Piccioni – it transports me 
into a cinematic world of wondrous charm. 

It’s been impossible to ignore the surge in 

artificial intelligence this year. How do 

you see this game-changer shaping – or 

disrupting – the interior design industry? 

I am fully aware of the influence of artificial 
intelligence, yet I have kept my approach to 
design authentic. I guess it will eventually 
integrate into design programmes to generate 
basic frameworks, which could then be refined.  

Are there any new projects in the pipeline? 2025 will mark 
the 25th year of my studio – with a number of key projects, 
including Osaka’s Waldorf Astoria Hotel, the Capella Taipei, 
and the St. Regis Bao'an Shenzhen.

TO ME, THIS 
PROJECT 

CAPTURES 
A TURNING 

POINT FOR THAI 
HOSPITALITY





Adapa Architects 
@adapaarchitects | adapa.com.hk

Ada Leung
Adapa Architects is a design studio specialising in 
residential and hospitality design. The company 
values subtlety, simplicity and refinement. From the 
design concept the firm creates a timeless solution 
that accommodates the needs of the client and 
their desires. The company is known for creating 
spaces with spatial clarity, subtlety in visual 
expressions and refinement in tactile experiences.   

Could you describe your design philosophy, 

and how it came about? Design is never about 
transient superficial beauty. We believe simplicity 
is the best manifestation of perfection; with our 
special attention to detailing and carefully selected 
materials, our designs are about uplifting the spirit 
of the place and evoking emotions to the residents. 
I am greatly influenced by two architects. Peter 
Zumthor, a Swiss architect who crafts beautifully 
emotional spaces with the bold use of materials 
and light. The other architect that I really admire 
is Luis Barragán, the Mexican architect who used 
light and colour to engender warmth and reflection. 
He published an eloquent manifesto in the 1950s 
on the topic of emotional architecture. These 
architects inspire me to always rethink function, and 
to question and challenge the usual way one would 
use a space. Why should a certain design element be 
there, or why should it be eliminated? 
Emotion plays an important role in the design 
process. We have to fulfil certain functions, which 
are the soto meet the practical needs of our clients 
and to also work with the constraints of the site. 
The atmosphere that we look to create, which is less 
tangible, is our answer to the client’s emotional needs 
based on their personality, interests and habits. 
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Which project(s) are you most proud of this year? 

We are blessed that we have completed quite a few projects this 
year and some of them are yet to be photographed, and I cannot 
wait to share them with everyone soon. One of them is the show 
flat for Chinachem group. They have given us so much freehand on 
the concept, the budget and the styling. We took cues from nature, 
translating the shadow of tree leaves and waves of water to create 
a poised, yet relaxing home. Our design embraces a restrained 
soft colour palette with tactile richness, harmoniously blending 
with the natural surroundings and capturing the tranquillity of 
the sunset. We wanted to evoke an artisanal touch and a sense of 
capaciousness. Every element is thoughtfully curated to enhance 
the emotions and experiences within the space. It’s a subtle home 
to enjoy, a haven to be envied. 

What's your go-to spot that inspires you the most creatively? 

It’s quite embarrassing. My go-to spot for inspiration is bathing. 
The ritual of cleansing can relax my muscles and mind, and it 
helps to invite thoughts to flow more freely. The solitude can 
also provide clarity and motivation. Therefore, the bathroom is 
always my favourite spot at home, in hotels or in my projects.   

What's next for your company? I’m really pleased with 
our current position, and I look forward to tackling new and 
challenging projects in different genres.

DESIGN IS 
NEVER ABOUT 
TRANSIENT 
SUPERFICIAL 
BEAUTY

Clockwise from top left: 
Showflat for Chinachem 
in Pokfulam; sales gallery 
for HK RI in J iax ing .
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ARKAUNIS Design Studio
@arkaunis_design | arkaunis.com

Edwin Chow
Edwin Chow is the founder of Arkaunis Design, an interior design 
studio established in 2018 that focuses on building spaces for brands 
in the commercial sector. His unique perspective on interior design 
and proven track record of curating spaces that cater to the needs of 
multiple stakeholders have allowed him to plan, direct, coordinate, 
and execute a wide variety of local and international projects. 

Could you describe your design philosophy, and 

how it came about? We strive to broaden access 
to design, aesthetics, and practicality for everyone's 
experience. We focus on building better spaces by 
contributing our expertise in designing with all end 
users' needs in mind. 

Which project(s) are you most proud of this year?

NOC Coffee Co. (The Southside) and Bestow (Tin 
Hau). 

What's your go-to spot that inspires you the most 

creatively? Daikanyamacho, Tokyo Japan. 

What's next for your company? We plan to start up 
a studio in Japan. 
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Clockwise from top left: Bestow 
at Lau Li Street; NOC at Mercury 
Street ; L i fetastic at Harbour 
City; QUE Cafe at YOHO Mall. 
Opposite: NOC at King Lam Street 
(top); NOC at The Southside.

WE STRIVE TO 
BROADEN ACCESS 

TO DESIGN, 
AESTHETICS,  AND 

PRACTICALITY 
FOR EVERYONE 'S 

EXPERIENCE
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EACH PROJECT WE 
UNDERTAKE IS AN 
OPPORTUNITY TO 
PUSH BOUNDARIES

Left: Residential project 
a t  R e s i d e n c e  B e l - A i r 
Phase 1. Right: Residential 
project at Telegraph Bay.

Could you describe your design philosophy, and how it 

came about? The inspiration for our design philosophy emerged 
from a desire to break free from conventional design constraints. 
We recognised that many interior spaces lacked the warmth 
and character that come from thoughtful design. By prioritising 
versatility and creativity, we sought to redefine the way interiors 
are perceived and experienced. 
This philosophy has evolved through years of experience and 
collaboration with diverse clients, and a passion for innovative 
design. Each project we undertake is an opportunity to push 
boundaries, explore new materials, and create spaces that 
resonate with both beauty and functionality.

Which project(s) are you most proud of this year? The 
Bel-Air residential project.  

What's your go-to spot in Hong Kong that inspires 

you the most creatively? Repulse Bay is a prime source of 
inspiration for me, thanks to its beachside coffee shops that 

provide a cosy atmosphere for sipping coffee while enjoying 
stunning views. The friendly locals and dog walkers add to the 
welcoming vibe, making it easy to connect with others. Watching 
the beautiful sunsets offers a serene way to unwind, while the 
relaxed environment allows me to escape the crowded city and 
find space for creativity. The natural beauty of the beach and 
mountains creates an ideal backdrop for brainstorming and 
design inspiration.

What's next for your company? We aim to enhance our online 
presence through a revamped website and active engagement on 
social media platforms. This will allow us to showcase our work 
and reach a wider audience. We hope online marketing will bring 
us larger-scale projects, including commercial spaces and public 
interiors, to showcase our design capabilities on a broader platform. 
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Aura Edition Limited
asiadesigners.com

Stephy Chan
Aura Edition’s design philosophy revolves around the seamless 
blend of aesthetics and practicality, with a strong belief that 
interior spaces should not only look beautiful, but also serve 
their intended functions effectively. This belief drives the 
company to create unique and bespoke designs tailored to 
the individual needs and tastes of its clients. The company’s 
approach is rooted in the idea of being unbound and open-
minded. It embraces a wide variety of elements and materials, 
allowing it to explore different textures and colours. This 
openness enables the team to craft environments that evoke 
specific feelings and vibes, ensuring each space is a true 
reflection of the clients' personalities and lifestyles.
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L o r è n e  Fa u r e 
&  Ke n ny 

K i n u ga s a -Ts u i

Bean Buro
@bean_buro | beanburo.com

Lorène Faure and Kenny Kinugasa-Tsui met in 2008 and relocated to Hong Kong in 
2013, where they founded their design practice, Bean Buro. The duo weave their cross-
cultural backgrounds into works that blend French, Japanese, and Hong Kong flair. 
The firm offers comprehensive design services across luxury residential, commercial, 

hospitality, F&B, and retail sectors that stay true to their multicultural expertise.

20 | 



Could you tell our readers about your firm? Our creative 
vision is profoundly influenced by the rich tapestry of French, 
Japanese, and Hong Kong cultures, along with strong ties to 
the UK. This diverse heritage fuels our passion for cultural 
exchanges and enhances our creativity, allowing us to draw 
inspiration from both Asia and Europe to create unique and 
meaningful designs.
Our passion for drawing and innovative creative methodologies 
drives us to explore various artistic mediums. Each project 
is viewed as a narrative journey that delves into our clients’ 
passions, ethos, and lifestyles, where we create designs that 
resonate deeply. Nature is a continual source of inspiration for 
us and underpins our commitment to sustainability, health, and 
wellbeing. With our in-house WELL AP expertise, our studio 
is dedicated to creating spaces that promote holistic wellness.

Could you share your journey into the world of interior 

design/architecture? Kinugasa-Tsui: My Japanese grandfather, 
a university professor, introduced me to the works of Tadao 
Ando, leaving a lasting impression. Driven by his passion for art 
and architecture, I attended the Bartlett School of Architecture, 
where I nurtured my enthusiasm through both practice and 
teaching at esteemed universities.
Faure: I grew up in a creative household where artistic expression 
was highly valued. I studied architecture at the École Spéciale 
d’Architecture, where I had the privilege of meeting my mentor, 
professor Sir Peter Cook. Recently, my passion for health and 
wellbeing led me to become WELL AP-certified, which has 
further enhanced the studio’s expertise.
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NATURE IS A 
CONTINUAL 
SOURCE OF 
INSPIRATION 
FOR US

Page 21: Residential project 
at Repulse Bay Garden . 
This page: The " Mountain 
Residence" project; residential 
project at The Bloomsway.

Which project(s) are you most proud of this year? This 
year, our studio has strengthened our enduring relationships 
with clients such as Warner Music Group and Best World 
International, creating innovative workplace and retail spaces 
throughout Asia. Meanwhile, we have undertaken exciting 
residential projects for private clients and broadened our scope 
to include more FF&E, styling, and art commissioning. We are 
also in the process of launching a furniture line, which is set to 
debut at Milan's upcoming Design Week.

Could you name a book, movie or music track that has 

significantly inspired your designs or art? We have been 
profoundly influenced by professor Sir Peter Cook, particularly 
his philosophy regarding drawing and architecture. A book that 
has significantly shaped our own philosophy is “Drawing: The 
Motive Force of Architecture”, in which Cook discusses the 
pivotal role of drawing in the architectural process.

What's next in the pipeline? We are expanding our network 
across Asia and Europe while fostering new relationships. In 
Hong Kong, our residential development project with Henderson 
is set to commence construction soon, and we are eager to see 
the results.
Additionally, we are embarking on some exciting residential 
duplex projects and collaborating with hotel groups on styling 
and accessorising. The outlook for 2025 is very promising. As 
part of our ongoing efforts, we are committed to integrating 
more sustainable and wellbeing-driven approaches into all our 
projects. Furthermore, we are considering publishing a book that 
showcases our work and philosophies.
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Simmy Leung 
Berrka Design
@berrka_int | berrka.co

Berrka Design works on bar and restaurant, workplace 
and residential design projects. Founder Simmy Leung and 
the team provide all-around services, including branding 
design, interior design, project management, and on-site 
construction, with over 10 years of experience. Let’s chat.

Could you describe your design philosophy, and 

how it came about? A well-designed space can heal the 
souls of people. We create happiness, timelessness, and 
neutral spaces that embody an amiable aesthetic and 
functionality. 

Which project(s) are you most proud of this year? 
Carbs? bar & restaurant.

What's your go-to spot that inspires you the most 

creatively? Anywhere in life where I can communicate 
with people and clients. 

What's next for your company? Keeping our passion 
and crafting each design with care.  
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A WELL-
DESIGNED 
SPACE CAN 
HEAL THE 
SOULS OF 
PEOPLE

Top le f t  and b ot tom r ight :  
Residential project at Scholastic 
G a r d e n ,  M i d - l e v e l s  W e s t .   
Others on this page: The Carbs? 
res taurant in Causeway Bay.
Opposite: Resident ia l  project 
a t  Jade C our t ,  B eacon Hi l l .
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Could you describe your design philosophy, and how it 

came about? I often reflect on the wisdom of renowned architect 
Liang Sicheng, who said a great designer must combine the mind 
of a philosopher, the perspective of a sociologist, the precision 
of an engineer, the sensitivity of a psychologist, the insight of 
a writer, and the expressiveness of an artist. Equally crucial 
is the ability to communicate design concepts effectively. Even 
brilliant designs can fail if poorly presented. A 
designer who can execute, but cannot articulate 
their vision, explain their approach, or build their 
influence falls short of true professional excellence.

Which project(s) are you most proud of this year? The 
Mandarin Oriental, Qianmen in Beijing stands out as particularly 
significant. Located in the historic Caochang Hutong district of 
Dongcheng, just a 10-minute walk from Tiananmen Square, the 

project presented a unique challenge of preserving 600-year-old 
architectural heritage while creating a modern luxury hotel.
Our approach focused on the careful restoration of the traditional 
courtyard houses (siheyuan), maintaining original structural 
elements while discreetly integrating modern amenities. We 
preserved historical features such as roof beams and traditional 
materials – grey bricks, bluish-white stone, and wood elements 

– while concealing the modern infrastructure 
underground. The courtyards were revitalised 
with preserved trees and new landscaping, creating 
seamless indoor-outdoor connections throughout 
the seasons.

 

CHOOSE ONE 
PATH AND 

DEDICATE YOUR 
LIFE TO IT
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CCD/Cheng Chung Design (HK)
@cheng_chung_design | ccd.com.hk

Jo e  C h e ng
A hospitality design luminary, Joe Cheng has shaped the aesthetics of 
prestigious hotel brands, including the Regent, Shangri-La, Mandarin 
Oriental, Conrad, and Banyan Tree, among others. His dynamic team at 
CCD extends its expertise beyond hotels to luxury residential villas, corporate 

offices across China, and sophisticated lounges and restaurants.



Having designed luxury hotels worldwide, how do you 

define luxury and express it in your work? True luxury 
goes beyond superficial opulence – it's about creating profound 
emotional connections and spiritual resonance. Luxury must 
offer genuine comfort and quality. Hotels serve as homes away 
from home, offering privacy and comfort that exceeds domestic 
living. Today's high-net-worth individuals prefer understated 
elegance.

LUXURY MUST 
OFFER GENUINE 

COMFORT AND 
QUALITY

Clockwise from left: 
R e g e n t  S h a n g h a i 
On The Bund; CCD 
O f f ice ;  Shangr i - la 
Nanshan Shenzhen.
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Take the Regent Shanghai on the Bund. Originally built in 1984 
near foreign consulates, it was known as "Shanghai's premier living 
room". In reimagining the space, we preserved historical elements 
while breathing new life into Shanghai's cultural heritage.
Original artifacts were integrated as cultural touchstones – from 
the century-old grand piano that still graces the lobby to the 
recreated spiral staircase and restored stained glass. The suites 
reflect Shanghai's golden era through design elements such as 
traditional shutters, curved sofas, and intricate decorative patterns.

Which city has inspired you most profoundly? Kyoto holds 
a special place in my heart for its well-preserved architecture 
and Zen aesthetics. I often visit to experience its meditative 
pace. I'm equally drawn to fashion capitals such as Milan, Paris, 
New York, and London, where I draw inspiration from various 
design disciplines – from fashion to automotive design. These 
diverse influences are translated into design elements that create 
meaningful spaces.

What advice would you give young interior designers? My 
design philosophy is to “choose one path and dedicate your life 
to it”. I've remained devoted to hands-on design work throughout 
my decades-long career. Success in design requires unwavering 
passion, resilience through solitary periods, continuous learning, 
and broadening one's perspective. It's about consistently pushing 
boundaries and gradually building a fulfilling design career.
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COLLECTIVE
@collective_studio | collective-studio.co

B e tt y  Ng
Founded by Betty Ng in 2015, and co-directed by Chi Yan Chan, Juan Minguez, 
and Katja Lam, COLLECTIVE is a multidisciplinary firm headquartered in 
Hong Kong with teams in London, Madrid, Los Angeles, and Perth. This year 
marks a significant one for the firm, having completed the 50,000-square-foot 
Christie's Asia Pacific headquarters at The Henderson, and the 83 King Lam 

Street in Lai Chi Kok with an abstract pixelated concept. 
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Above: Christie's APAC headquarters 
at the  Zaha Hadid Architects-
d e s i g n e d   T h e  H e n d e r s o n ; 
Below: The "New Diplomatic 
Encounters" at the 12th Taipei 
Biennial 2020 Taipei Biennale 2020.
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WE TEND TO 
“SUBTRACT” 
RATHER THAN 
“ADD”

Could you tell our readers about your firm? COLLECTIVE 
is an international architecture office working across architecture, 
interiors, urban, and exhibition design. Our approach is driven by 
research and concepts, striving for clarity, beauty, and function 
– treating design as a constantly evolving methodology rather 
than a fixed style. At the core of COLLECTIVE is the idea of a 
“collective of critics”, rather than any single authorial voice. Our 
directors and team members bring intercontinental backgrounds 
and extensive experience from leading positions at Pritzker Prize 
– winning practices such as OMA and Herzog & de Meuron.
This convergence of diverse expertise, along with a close 
collaboration with our clients and partners, forms a dynamic 
framework that challenges assumptions, encourages productive 
tension, and leads to powerful narratives within each project. We 
are eager to work with new typologies while avoiding repetitive 
aesthetic approaches, and we tend to “subtract” rather than “add”.

collective of critics

Which project(s) are you most proud of this year? We 
completed two of our most significant projects this year – 
Christie’s APAC headquarters and 83 King Lam Street. We are 
proud of all projects we work on no matter the results.
All projects reflect a genuine process of experimenting with 
ideas, allowing us to grow from our “triumph” or “flop”. Each 
project is shaped by debate, critique, and the understanding that 
imperfections lead to better ideas. In that sense, our projects feel 
more like evolving stories than finished statements.

Could you tell us about how the Christie's project began, 

and what was the biggest challenge? The Christie’s project began 
as a series of honest conversations – how could we assist Christie’s to 
reflect their storied past while providing a contemporary framework 
that’s nimble enough to accommodate their ever-evolving needs? The 
biggest challenge lay in preserving a sense of legacy while ensuring the 
space could adapt to a new business model. Balancing these elements 
involved continuous questioning and recalibration. Ultimately, that 
friction was essential. It enabled us to craft a place that’s both anchored 
in history and well-prepared for Christie’s future growth.
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Above: 83 King Lam Street 
in Lai Chi Kok. Below: The 
A r t  I n t e l l i g e n c e  G l o b a l 
Headquar ters .  Opposite:  
The Blue Bottle Cof fee at
S h e n z h e n  M i x C  Wo r l d .

What's next in the pipeline? We’re focused on strengthening 
our team, forging new partnerships, and expanding our 
international portfolio. The projects we’ve completed this 
year have shown that a mid-sized, concept-driven studio, when 
working with the right partners, is fully capable of delivering 
large-scale, complex developments.
Building on this momentum, we aim to pursue more architectural 
and design projects worldwide, contributing our Asian-rooted 
team’s international perspective to a broader range of cultural 
contexts worldwide.
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Conran & Partners
@conranandpartners | conranandpartners.com

Tina Norden
Tina Norden is the principal and partner 
at Conran & Partners, an architecture 
and interior design practice with studios 
in Hong Kong and London. The firm 
is behind the interiors of Hong Kong’s 
Townplace West Kowloon and the upscale 
residential complex Villa Lucca.

Could you share your thought process when approaching 

a luxury hotel design? We approach every project with the 
same meticulous research, a close investigation of the brief and 
careful development of the unique concept vision – no matter 
at what level. 
But for our luxury level hotels there is an extra level of detail 
and care required to ensure the high quality is reflected in every 
layout and every detail. The key for us is always to understand 
the brand and its ambition, or help our owner create one, and 
then craft an authentic and outstanding experience around the 
target guest.

Could you tell us about your journey into the world of 

interior design/architecture? In many ways my career path 
was determined at a very early age – my father was a landscape 
architect and I spent many happy days with him on site and 
drawing in his studio. Unfortunately I don’t seem to have his 
green thumb so it made sense to direct my creative output 
towards buildings rather than plants.
I wavered for a time wanting to become a diplomat as I loved 
(and still do) travelling and experiencing other cultures, and 
meeting people from around the world and learning about local 
conventions. But I realise now that my profession combines the 
best of both worlds – as a designer or architect we have to be 
creative and diplomatic at the same time. Most of our work 
is in working with clients and project teams and keeping the 
communication and relationships open.
After completing my schooling in Germany, I studied 
architecture in London and never left! A work placement at 
Conran and Partners, then CD Partnership, opened my eyes to 
interior architecture which I fell in love with. An MA at the Royal 
College of Art cemented this and whilst I am a fully qualified 
architect my work is predominantly in the interior sphere.
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Opposite: Residential project 
at Villa Lucca in Tai Po. 
This page: The entrance 
of Park Hyatt Changsha 
(above); residential project 
at Villa Lucca in Tai Po. 

ALWAYS TO 
UNDERSTAND 
THE BRAND 
AND ITS 
AMBITION 

Which project(s) are you most proud of this year? The last project is 
always the most exciting, but this year was particularly successful with regards 
to projects. We opened Park Hyatt Changsha, our third Park, but the first 
hotel project in PRC. It is a beautiful project in a super high rise and we were 
responsible not just for the interior, but also the architecture of the arrival 
podium – we love being able to create such a holistic experience. 
Lanson Place in Melbourne was a very different, but equally lovely project for this 
boutique operator. We created a long and short stay hotel in the city’s exciting 
CBD. We worked closely with local architect DCM to craft a hotel out of an old 
Salvation Army HQ and printworks which DCM extended with a glass tower. 
We managed to bring in many references back to this storied history resulting 
in a bright and contemporary design that is rooted in its place. 
And to make it three, our new KEF Music Gallery in London’s Great 
Portland Street, continuing our collaboration with KEF following the 
HK version. An exquisite backdrop with a carefully detailed industrial 
language combines with warm timber and perfect acoustics as a foil to not 
just the beautiful products, but also a lovely series of events and podcasts.  

Could you name a book, movie or music track that has significantly 

inspired your designs or art? ? One of my absolute favourite directors remains 
David Lynch, he crafts whole worlds in his films that I find captivating and 
original. He inspires me to think differently and forge my own way.
My favourite film of this year is Perfect Days by Wim Wenders, a quiet, but life 
affirming film around the fabulous Tokyo Toilet Project.
I read ferociously and my current favourite is Anthony Bourdain. I love the 
combination of food and restaurants and his frank and take-no-prisoners attitude. 
Like Lynch, he reminds me to be fearless and be honest about my opinions.
My husband is a musician so music features large in our lives – we love all sorts 
of music, but one of my perennial favourites is Max Richter for structured, yet 
dreamy contemporary classical. He inspires me to create calm, yet original work 
that doesn’t need to shout to be powerful.
Art is another one of my passions – I adore Donald Judd, in particular his spatial 
works in Marfa, Texas. He had a completely unique vision of the world that 
cared for every detail, and created spaces and works with simplicity and genius.
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Common Room
@commonroom_studio | commonroom.hk

Meng Jing
Common Room offers a comprehensive design service, 
creating beautifully crafted interiors for discerning 
clients. The creative team is based in Hong Kong 
and led by design director Meng Jing. She draws 
inspiration from her expertise in vintage furniture 
and mid-century modern design, and is dedicated to 
building cosy, stylish spaces with soul.

Could you describe your design philosophy, and how it 

came about? Our designs are often eclectic in style, curated 
with unexpected pairings of new and vintage pieces sourced from 
our collection of international resources and local craftsmen. 
We draw inspiration from each client’s unique aspirations and 
personality, challenging ourselves to create thoughtful homes 
that aren’t afraid to be lived in.

Which project(s) are you most proud of this year? 2024 was 
the Year of the Dragon, a popular time for young families. We 
welcomed many new babies among our clients this year, which 
brought us a great sense of accomplishment as we built homes for 
families to grow, flourish, and create memories together. It also 
prompted us to actively seek solutions for making homes more 
sustainable, eco-friendly, and forward-looking. One standout 
project involved designing homes for a family across four 
generations – we’ve already created spaces for the grandparents 
and parents in previous years, and now we're excited to design 
for the younger generation. It’s incredibly fulfilling to witness 
their growth and the trust they’ve placed in Common Room.

What's your go-to spot that inspires you the most 

creatively? Recent inspirations include the lighting beam in 
Rosewood Beijing, a floor pattern in the Louvre, and a scene 
from the TV show Suits. It sounds ridiculous sometimes. More 
importantly, for me, is how I can capture these ideas and 
organise them into practical solutions. 

What's next for your company? On the residential 
front, Common Room will continue excelling in creating 
personalised spaces. We're also expanding into designing 
sustainable work environments focused on wellbeing and 
flexibility, adapting to today's evolving workplace needs. As 
a boutique interior design studio, we remain dedicated to 
offering bespoke solutions for discerning clients. 
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OUR DESIGNS 
ARE OFTEN 

ECLECTIC IN 
STYLE

Clockwise from top left: The 
Chase Villa project in Tai Wai; 
the Belcher's Hill home project 
in Kennedy Town; the Drake in 
Tuen Mun; a project in Tai Po. 

  |  37



C.M.T. Interior Design
@cmt.interiordesign | cmt.com.hk 

Mike Chan 
& Edge Chan 
C.M.T. Interior Design, founded by Mike Chan and 
Edge Chan, leverages extensive industry experience, 
exceptional craftsmanship, and bespoke design to create 
distinctive, comfortable, and inspiring spaces. With a 
commitment to quality and innovation, the firm has 
earned enduring appreciation and trust from clients 
over the years.

Could you describe your design philosophy, and how it 

came about? Our design philosophy – “Fusing innovation to 
create quality living spaces” – is rooted in a deep understanding 
of our clients’ continuous pursuit of enhanced living standards, 
as well as a dedication to the seamless integration of diverse 
styles and elements. We strive to combine innovative design 
concepts with high-quality materials and craftsmanship, aiming 
to create interior spaces that are both unique and comfortable, 
and tailored to meet the distinctive needs of each client.

Which project(s) are you most proud of this year? One of 
our proudest projects this year is a luxury residence located 
in the Mid-Levels. The project presented challenges such as 
spatial constraints and limited natural light. However, through 
thoughtful layout planning and innovative design techniques, 
we successfully transformed the space into an open, bright, and 
welcoming living environment. In the design process, we took 
great care to consider the homeowner’s lifestyle and preferences, 
tailoring personalised functional areas to meet their needs. We 
also selected high-quality materials and exquisite furnishings to 
elevate the overall sense of refinement in the space. The client 
was extremely satisfied with the final outcome and has shared 
our professional services with family and friends, leading to 
further opportunities for collaborations with new clients. 

What's your go-to spot in Hong Kong that inspires you the 

most creatively? Hong Kong offers a wealth of inspirational 
sources that fuel our creativity. Among them, the city’s historical 
buildings and charming old streets are key places where we 
frequently draw ideas. These areas, steeped in history and culture, 
are rich with stories and distinctive character. For instance, 
Pottinger Street in Central, with its centuries-old architecture and 
unique ambiance, often prompts us to explore the harmonious 
fusion of tradition and modernity in our design approach, 
aiming to create interiors that possess a distinct and captivating 
charm.Tailoring our designs to each client’s individual needs, 
we expertly combine both classical and contemporary elements, 
striving for a seamless blend of elegance, timelessness, and 
modernity to craft spaces that are both original and compelling.

What's next for your company? Our company will continue 
to devote itself to the field of interior design with the goal of 
constantly improving the level of design and quality of service. 
We will endeavour to strengthen our co-operation with renowned 
designers at home and abroad. By integrating a variety of 
innovative design concepts and advanced technologies, we will 
provide our clients with more creative and forward-looking 
design solutions. At the same time, we will pay more attention 
to environmental protection and sustainable development. We 
will do our best to use more environmentally friendly materials 
and energy-saving technologies to create green and healthy 
living and working spaces for our clients. In addition, we will 
continue to collaborate with commercial spaces, educational 
institutions and NGOs to provide more comprehensive design 
services to meet the needs of different industries and clients.
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HONG KONG OFFERS 
A WEALTH OF 
INSPIRATIONAL 
SOURCES THAT FUEL 
OUR CREATIVITY

Above: Residential project at 
Greenfield Court in Sha Tin. 
Below right: Residential project 
at Greenfield Court. Below 
left: project at The Zumurud.
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Dumb Design + Production
@dumb.design.limited | dumblimited.art

Leo Tam
Dumb Design + Production was established in 2022 
and specialises in interior design and construction 
projects, while also encompassing product design 
and video production services. Its team of five 
members each has their own expertise, yet come 
together to create tailored design solutions for 
every project.

Could you describe your design philosophy, and how it came 

about? We believe that interior design goes beyond just soft and hard 
furnishings. It's about tailoring the design to the homeowner's lifestyle 
with designs that have a personality, like custom-designing a mahjong 
table or tiles for a client who loves playing mahjong or creating a 
clothing rack and art display for a fashion enthusiast. Our goal is 
to create an elevated and unique living experience for our clients by 
going beyond just interior design and renovation, and then with our 
team's vision and understanding of each space, capturing the design 
through video production. This comprehensive service gives clients a 
truly one-of-a-kind interior design experience. Although our team is still 
growing in number and scope, we remain committed to our original 
vision and hope to showcase the excellence of Hong Kong's interior 
design to the world.

Which project(s) are you most proud of this year? This year, we 
are particularly proud of two design projects we have completed. One 
is an 800 square foot unit in The Bloomsway, where the homeowners 
have a high receptiveness to innovative designs and material choices. 
The entire unit features artistic oil paintings and multiple curved lines, 
creating a truly one-of-a-kind design. The other project is a traditional 
public housing unit in Shek Kip Mei, which is nearly 50 years old. 
Despite its age, the area still attracts many young people to its local 
eateries and shops, making it a vibrant community for people of all 
ages.

What's next for your company? Our future plan is to continue to 
bring more innovation and creativity to the Hong Kong interior design 
industry through each new design, while also using product design 
to further enhance the uniqueness of every residential or commercial 
project. We hope that Hong Kong's interior design industry will be 
able to stand out among other Asian regions and countries, and not 
be overshadowed by places such as Singapore, Taiwan, and Japan.
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INTERIOR DESIGN 
GOES BEYOND JUST 

SOFT AND HARD 
FURNISHINGS

Clockwise from top lef t: The 
l iving room of the residential 
p r o j e c t  a t  T h e  B l o o m s w a y
; the public zone boasts soft lines 
and sophisticated colour palette; 
residential project at a traditional 
public housing unit in Shek Kip Mei.
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I  DO NOT 
IMPOSE 
LIMITS ON 
MY DESIGNS

Above: The living room of the 
Grand Victoria I project. Below: 
The dining and l iv ing areas 
of the Grand Marini project .
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De Stijl Interior Design
@de_stijl_interior_design | destijl-hk.com

Sam Ho
De Stijl Interior Design is a local brand founded by 
a group of experienced interior designers. Its team 
has extensive experience in creating multifunctional 
homes that balance aesthetics and practicality, 
maximising creativity within limited spaces.

Could you describe your design philosophy, and how it 

came about? To create a unique design style, I do not impose 
limits on my designs. Unlike the typical “additive” design found 
in Hong Kong, our home design philosophy removes inconvenient 
furniture, meaningless functions, and expensive materials, 
retaining the true value of living for users. My father is an artist, 
and from a young age, under his influence, I began to engage with 
various forms of art and developed a strong interest in design 
and art, gradually discovering my ideals and talents.

Which project(s) are you most proud of this year? A 
residential project at Grand Victoria I.

What's your go-to spot that inspires you the most creatively? 

In addition to gaining significant inspiration from art books, I also 
attend design exhibitions and art fairs in different countries to 
immerse myself in local culture and styles. This allows me to deeply 
understand more unique elements and design philosophies, which 
become an important source of new creative inspiration for me. 

What's next for your company? We will expand into larger 
markets, allowing more people to recognise us, and gradually 
take on more commercial projects such as hotels and clubhouses. 
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E r i c  Y i m
Hong Kong Design Centre

Eric Yim, a UK-registered architect and design entrepreneur, has significantly 

Systems (HK), he has transformed a local furniture brand into an international 
enterprise while serving as the chairman of the Hong Kong Design Centre.

His extensive advisory roles span multiple institutions, including Our HongKong 
Foundation, Hong Kong Polytechnic University, Laboratory for Artificial 
Intelligence in Design, among others. In recognition of his contributions across 

business sectors, Yim was appointed Justice of the Peace in 2015.
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SUSTAINABLE 
INNOVATION 
OFTEN REQUIRES 
INSIGHTS FROM 
MULTIPLE 
DISCIPLINES 
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I  AIM TO CREATE 
ENVIRONMENTS 
THAT RESONATE ON 
A DEEPER LEVEL 

Above and below right: 
The Amber office in Wan 
Chai. Below left: Residential 
project at The Horizon.
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Eva Wong Architects
@evawongarchitects | evawongarchitects.com

Eva Wong
Eva Wong Architects is an award-winning architecture firm 
founded by Eva Wong, an experienced architect based in 
Hong Kong. With postgraduate studies in Melbourne, she 
brings a unique perspective to her projects. Her passion for 
architecture shines through in her minimalist approach, 
where simplicity and spaciousness are key. The firm offers 
comprehensive design and build services in architectural, 
interior, and industrial design, delivering tailored solutions 
that reflect clients' needs.

Could you describe your design philosophy, and how it came 

about? Throughout my career, my interior design philosophy has 
evolved to prioritise the client's needs and aspirations. I believe in 
being patient and actively listening to my clients, taking the time 
to understand their preferences, personality, and taste. By doing 
so, I am able to create spaces that not only enhance their living 
standards, but also reflect their individuality. I believe that living 
is like art, where the environment and experiences we encounter 
shape our personal tastes. In my works, I strive to create spaces 
that are not only stylistically pleasing, but also meaningful and 
reflective of the client's unique journey.

Which project(s) are you most proud of this year? This year, 
I am most proud of my design for The Horizon, which exemplifies 
innovation, kid-friendliness, and flexibility while prioritising 
safety and functionality. This project showcases a combination 
of minimalism and practicality, fulfilling the client's desire for a 
comfortable and stylish home that stands out among other projects. 
It presented numerous challenges, from adapting to the client’s 
storage needs to accommodating the existing layout. However, 
through careful planning and creative problem-solving, our team 
was able to create a space that seamlessly adapts to the family's 
needs throughout the day, and provides a versatile living experience. 

What's your go-to spot that inspires you the most creatively? 

After visiting the "Holocaust Memorial" in Berlin, Germany, designed 
by Peter Eisenman, I found that his work stimulated my creativity 

the public, express feelings, and transform history into a landscape 
experience. Peter's skillful exploration of details and nuances 
inspired me to approach design in a similar manner. As an interior 
designer, I realised the power of immersing people in a rich and 
detailed experience. I can create spaces that encourage exploration 
and connection with every corner and element. Inspired by Peter’s 
work, I began to appreciate the importance of paying attention to 
the smallest details in my designs. The texture of materials, the play 
of scale and colour, and the carefully selected furniture – all of these 
elements contribute to the narrative and evoke emotions within a 
space. I aim to create environments that resonate on a deeper level 
and truly reflect their identities.
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Grande Interior Design
@grande_interior_design | grandeinterior.com 

Matthew 
Li & Maggy 
Cheung
Grande Interior Design is an interior design studio 
founded by Matthew Li and Maggy Cheung in 
2013. With a talented team of designers at the helm, 
Grande Interior blends aesthetics with functionality, 
enhancing the quality of life for those who inhabit 
their meticulously crafted spaces.

Could you describe your design philosophy, and how it 

came about? While designing my first home, I found that my 
expectations were difficult for others to meet. This realisation 
inspired me to establish my own design studio, allowing me to 
create my ideal home as my inaugural project. Grande’s brand 
philosophy is anchored in crafting refined, minimalist designs, 
that stand the test of time. Empathy is central to our approach; 
we immerse ourselves in our clients' perspectives, making 
decisions that prioritise their needs above all else.

Which project(s) are you most proud of this year? One of 
our projects this year involved the consolidation of three units, 
including a rooftop penthouse, with a total indoor and outdoor 
space of nearly 6,000 square feet. The biggest challenge was 
integrating the adjacent units while simultaneously custom-
building the upper and lower penthouse units, connecting 
the three different units, and navigating a lengthy approval 
process. We had to prioritise structural safety and maintain close 
communication with various structural engineers, government 
departments, and other stakeholders. Although the project took 
over a year to complete, we're thankful to have been part of this 
unique project. 

What's your go-to spot that inspires you the most creatively? 

I recently returned from a trip to Barcelona that left a lasting 
impression, particularly from the work of legendary Spanish 
architect, Antoni Gaudí. His masterpieces, including the still-
under-construction Sagrada Família, are a testament to his 
creativity and passion. It's an inspiration that warrants our 
collective attention and admiration.

What's next for your company? We will try to step out of our 
comfort zone and expand beyond Hong Kong to other cities and 
regions. We hope to promote Grande's brand philosophy of "form 
of empathy" and share our refined, minimalist design aesthetic 
with different cultures and places.
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Clockwise from top left: The 
entertainment room, bedroom 
and living area of the  "Seaside 
Lavish Refuse" residential project.

EMPATHY IS 
CENTRAL TO 
OUR APPROACH
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A SPACE MUST 
NOT ONLY BE 
AESTHETICALLY 
PLEASING, BUT ALSO 
STRUCTURALLY 
SOUND

A b o v e  a n d  b e l o w  r i g h t : 
Residential project at Beverley 
H e i g h t s  i n  N o r t h  P o i n t . 
Below left: Residential project 
at Altissimo in Ma On Shan.
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Galaxy Interior Design
@galaxy_interior.design | galaxydesign.com.hk

Andrew Lai
Led by a seasoned team with over a decade of 
experience, Galaxy Interior Design is a one-stop 
destination that offers bespoke interior design, 
construction, and management services. The 
firm specialises in both homes and commercial 
projects, and is known for using various materials 
to create timeless and quality interiors.

Could you describe your design philosophy, and how it 

came about? Our design philosophy is centred on the seamless 
integration of engineering and design, blending technical 
precision with artistic expression. This commitment forms 
the foundation of everything we do. Galaxy Design emerged 
from a deep passion for exploring spatial design. As licensed 
professional engineers, we recognise that a space must not only 
be aesthetically pleasing, but also structurally sound, functionally 
practical, and crafted with care. We believe that every space 
should perfectly fuse art and science, striking a balance between 
form and function.

Which project(s) are you most proud of this year? The 
most unforgettable this year has been a standalone house project 
in Sai Kung's Tai Mong Tsai. This unit faces the sea, and the 
clients wanted a design that was minimalist, yet distinctive. We 
incorporated many unique elements into the design to infuse 
personality and challenge into the project. It's expected to be 
completed by the end of December, and we hope it will be a 
contender for next year’s design awards. This process has been 
full of challenges, but it has also prompted us to rethink how to 
achieve a perfect balance between creativity and functionality 
in a demanding space.

What's your go-to spot that inspires you the most creatively? 

The seaside. As an avid fishing enthusiast, time spent on the 
water allows me to escape the constant barrage of calls and 
messages, and with the gentle sway of the waves, I feel a sense of 
comfort and ease. Being away from the hustle and bustle helps me 
clear my mind and reflect on my daily experiences, sparking new 
inspiration. The vastness of the ocean and its natural rhythms 
teach me how space design should offer users a tranquil and 
comfortable experience, which is a core perspective that often 
inspires my designs.

What's next for your company? Our vision is to elevate functional 
spaces to the realm of artistic expression by fusing science and 
aesthetics. We strive not merely to fulfil our clients' practical needs, 
but to imbue our designs with emotional resonance and lasting value. 
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GOOD DESIGN 
STANDS THE 
TEST OF TIME

Above: Residential project at Metro 
City in Tseung Kwan O. Below right: 
Residential project at Metro Harbour View 
in Tai Kok Tsui. Below left: Residential 
project at Bellagio in Tsuen Wan. 
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Hans Interior Design
@instagram.com| hansdesign.com.hk 

Liam Lam
Hans Interior Design is an award-winning design firm 
founded by designer Liam Lam. HANS stands for 
"home and nature symmetry", emphasising the balance 
between home and nature in interior design. The firm 
focuses on how to embody natural aesthetics, creating 
an ecosystem of design beauty. Its work is characterised 
by a minimalist and natural style, with details that 
reflect a philosophy of reverence for nature.
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MUSEUM VISIT 
FEELS LIKE 
AN EXCITING 
ADVENTURE 
THAT 
SPARKS MY 
CREATIVITY

Haven Design Limited
@havendesignhk | havendesign.com.hk

Mary Wong 
Haven Design is an award-winning full-service interior design 
practice established to deliver tailor-made innovative interior 
solutions for its clients in Hong Kong and overseas. Since being 
established in 2013, Haven Design has completed over 100 
interior design projects. The company’s projects include the 
conceptualisation and realisation of a wide range of interior design 
and construction for private residences, senior living planning, food 
and beverage spaces, workspaces, and commercial projects.

Could you describe your design philosophy, and how it came 

about? Haven Design is committed to creating homes that are as 
unique as the individuals who inhabit them. We prioritise listening 
to our clients, embracing their preferences, and avoiding any 
imposition of standard styles. Our goal is to deliver personalised 
designs that not only reflect our clients' personalities and lifestyles, 
but also provides them with a comfortable and fulfilling living 
experience.

Which project(s) are you most proud of this year? We're 
thrilled to share that this year, we've expanded our horizons by 
completing our first residential design project in Los Angeles! 
Following our successful ventures in the United Kingdom and 
Taiwan, this marks our exciting debut in the United States. It's 
truly heartwarming to see Haven Design spreading its creative 
wings and bringing our unique touch to homes in major cities 
around the world.

!

What's your go-to spot that inspires you the most creatively? 

Museum visit feels like an exciting adventure that sparks my 
creativity. They're like treasure troves of inspiration for me. From 
art galleries to design showcases, local craft exhibitions to natural 
history displays, and even technology and science museums – I 
adore them all. It's amazing how their exhibits weave fascinating 
stories and open up whole new worlds of knowledge. Every visit 
feels like an exciting adventure that sparks my creativity.

What's next for your company?  This year, we've diversified our 
portfolio with projects ranging from residential spaces in Hong 
Kong and overseas to restaurants, commercial centres, cross-
brand roadshows, and exhibition designs. Looking ahead, we're 
excited to expand our expertise into even more diverse project 
types, further solidifying our position as a versatile design firm.
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Above: Amo Ago on Shel ly 
Street in Soho Central. Below 
r i g h t :  R e s i d e n t i a l  p r o j e c t 
on For far Road in Kowloon. 
Below left: Sports Registration 
Centre of Sai Sha Go Park .
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I  BELIEVE GREAT 
DESIGN SHOULD 
ELEVATE DAILY 
EXPERIENCES AND 
LIFE QUALITY

Hei Design Interiors
@heidesign_interiors | heidesign.com.hk

Chris Lau
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Leftt: Living and dining area of 
the residential project at Jade 
Grove .  Right: The s ta ircase 
serves as the centrepiece of 
the Jade Grove project, made of 
marble, wood veneer, and steel.

Could you describe your design philosophy, and how it 

came about? My design philosophy is rooted in the belief that 
every home should reflect its owner's aspirations, whether it’s 
a grand residence or a small, cosy home. I believe great design 
should elevate daily experiences and life quality. It's important 
that clients feel heard and involved throughout the process. 

Which project(s) are you most proud of this year? I am 
incredibly proud of the villa project nestled in Jade Grove, Tuen 
Mun. Inspired by Maldivian vacation villas, this exquisite four-
storey luxury residence is crafted to be an oasis of sophistication, 
offering the family a daily escape to rejuvenate and enjoy leisurely 
moments. This project beautifully showcases our expertise in 
achieving design harmony through a rich tapestry of materials, 
colours, textures, and structures. 

What's your go-to spot that inspires you the most creatively? 

Luxury commercial spaces, whether it's a high-end boutique, an 
opulent hotel lobby, or a stylish lounge, are my go-to sources of 

inspiration. What truly excites me is the opportunity to translate 
these grand ideas into more intimate residential settings. It’s like 
a creative puzzle – finding ways to adapt and scale down those 
luxurious elements without losing their essence, while taking 
the functionality and practicality of everyday living spaces into 
consideration. 

What's next for your company? I am excited about the future 
as we envision expanding our business to the international stage. 
This strategic move is not just about business growth, it's about 
absorbing diverse cultural creativity, nurturing our design 
team's vision, and broadening their horizons. We've noticed 
an increasing number of Hong Kong and Mainland Chinese 
individuals spreading their roots worldwide. This presents a 
wonderful opportunity for us to help them realise their dream 
homes overseas, ensuring smooth communication while gathering 
the strength of the overseas community. Our journey began this 
year with the establishment of a remote office in Shenzhen. We're 
gaining invaluable experience that will prepare us for even more 
adventurous projects in the South Asia region, and beyond.
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House of Forme houses an award-winning team of 

House of Forme
@houseofforme | houseofforme.com

Frankie 
Leung

Could you describe your design philosophy, and how it came 

about? 

Which project(s) are you most proud of this year? 



I  OFTEN DESCRIBE 
MYSELF AS A 
CREATIVE NOMAD

Clockwise from top lef t: TP 
Residence in Tseung Kwan O; 
The Slow on Tong Chun Street 
in Tseung Kwan O; Melrose 
Coffee on Elgin Street in Central; 
Gwee Coffee & More on Tai Ping 
Shan Street in Sheung Wan.
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What's your go-to spot in Hong 

Kong that inspires you the most 

creatively? 

 

 I ’VE NEVER 
CONSTRAINED 
MYSELF TO A 

CERTAIN 
DISCIPLINE

What's next for your company? 

diverse opportunities and creating a 
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C l o c k w i s e  f r o m t o p 
left: Ken’s Watches on 
Lockhart Road in Wan Chai;
Menya Kanki at Elements in 
West Kowloon; Sunsmith at 
K11 Musea in Tsim Sha Tsui.

  |  63



In-between Architects has a decade of experience in creating 
sophisticated and personalised spaces for residential, office, 
and hospitality projects with a touch of simplicity. Its 
design philosophy prioritises wellbeing, human connection, 
and natural materials to craft environments that foster 
shared experiences and lasting memories. Every detail is 
thoughtfully curated to invite warmth and elevate the lives 
of those who will come to use the spaces.

In-between Architects
@inbetweenarchitectsltd | in-between.hk

Ivan Wong

Could you describe your design philosophy, and how it came 

about? At In-between Architects we focus on the functionality 
on par with the aesthetic value. I always say that I want a space 
to be “forgiving”, so it can be lived in and age gracefully, 
which inherently makes it more sustainable. I always work to 
create a sense of balance in a room, not to be eye-catching or 
dramatic, but to keep things simple. Space is like a canvas and 
as designers we are creating a base for which people can add 
their own accents of loved items, whether it be art or furniture. 

Which project(s) are you most proud of this year? Without 
doubt, we would have to select our recently completed luxury 
mountain resort project Yada Xishan “The Unbound Collection” 
by Hyatt in Yixing Jiangsu, a city that is famous for their 
heritage, including the bamboo forest and the art of making 
teapots. Located at the ecological park of Yixing Province, the 
design concept is to invite guests to connect with nature, an 
escape in tranquil seclusion. In-between architects designed the 

99 rooms using the idea of a mountain tearoom as a metaphor.

What's your go-to spot that inspires you the most creatively? 

I visited the Shoden-ji Temple in Kyoto recently, it encompasses 
the philosophy of Zen perfectly. I was told David Bowie was 
brought to tears while immersing himself in the tranquillity 
of this minimalist garden. I could spend hours in this ancient 
temple watching the changing light fall across the contemplative 
garden and the borrowed mountain scenery behind it. Inspiration 
comes naturally when I’m surrounded by the beauty of nature. 

What's next for your company? Our company's future 
plans involve expanding our projects beyond Hong Kong and 
China, as we venture into new territories across Southeast Asia 
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ART AND 
DESIGN HAVE 
A COMMON 
LANGUAGE

Above: The guest-room of the 
Yada Xishan hotel. Below right: 
The Yada Xishan hotel . Below 
left: Family investment of f ice.

and Europe. Art has also been at the forefront of our 
developments. Since 2022, we have partnered with curator 
Christina Brandt Jensen from After Sunset, known for 
her innovative focus on art and heritage. Together, we 
have curated a series of art and architecture exhibitions in 
Hong Kong, Nanjing, Kuala Lumpur, and soon in Seoul! 
This has given us a chance to be playful and creative, 
finding new inspiration and ideas by working outside of 
our usual practice. This collaboration also brings art into 
our design projects, infusing them with an added touch 
of elegance and warmth. It is meaningful to us to feature 
the work of local artists and we believe our clients enjoy 
having a deeper connection to the visuals in their space. 
Art and design have a common language and we enjoy 
the way they can dance together.  
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Innergy Interior Design
@innergy_design | innergydesign.net

Jason Yeung 

on “design as a process of deconstruction and 

 

Could you describe your design philosophy, and how it came 

about? 

Which project(s) are you most proud of this year? 

What's your go-to spot that inspires you the most 

creatively? 
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WE PRIORITISE A 
HUMAN-CENTRED 
APPROACH

Opposite: Bedroom of Yeung's 
residential project at Lake Silver in 
Sha Tin. This page clockwise form 
top left: Living lounge and study of 
the Lake Silver residential project.

What's next for your company? 

strengthen team training and improve 
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Infinite Design
@infinite.design.limited | infinitedesignltd.com

Kristy Yeung The name "Infinite Design" represents infinite creativity 

and possibilities. How do you strengthen your own 

creativity? 

Which project(s) are you most proud of this year? 
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I  OFTEN 
FIND MYSELF 

OBSERVING THE 
DESIGNS OF 

OTHERS 

The living lounge and 
bedroom of a Double 
C o v e  r e s i d e n t i a l 
project in Ma On Shan.

What are your development plans 

for the coming year? 

providing our designers with greater 
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Could you describe your design philosophy, and how it came 

about? 

  
 
 

   
 

Jason Caroline Design
@jasoncarolinedesign | jasoncarolinedesign.com

Jason Yung & 
Caroline Ma
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WE AVOID 
SUPERFICIAL 

DESIGN

Which project(s) are you most proud of this year? 

 

What's next for your company? 
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JJ Acuna / Bespoke Studio
@jjabespoke | jjabespoke.com

James 
JJ Acuna

Unlike residential projects, how do you 

approach a restaurant project? What 

informs the design language? 

a touch of that same ethos into their private 
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WE AIM FOR 
THE INTERIORS 
TO SUBTLY 
“DISAPPEAR” 
ONCE THE FOOD 
ARRIVES

In terms of aesthetics and layout planning, what are your 

strategies to help the restaurateur encourage customers 

to stay longer and return? 
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Page 72: Cof feelin in 
Fortress Hill. Page 73: 
Coffeelin in Central. This 
page: Carlo’s in Manila.

What was your proudest project of the year? Would 

that be Coffeelin? 

What has 2024 meant to you? 
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Y i p  C h u n  Ha ng 
&  O tt o  Ng

LAAB Architects
@laabpro | laab.pro
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HONG KONG 
IS A VERY 
INSPIRING 
CITY IN AND 
OF ITSELF

How did you get into interior and architectural design, and 

what did you do before becoming a designer? 

How do you integrate local culture, traditions, and 

aesthetics into your commercial designs while maintaining 

a consistent “LAAB” style? 
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MANY OF OUR 
COLLEAGUES HAVE 
CONTRIBUTED TO 
DESIGNING THIS 
NEW HOME

Which project(s) are you most proud of this year? 

Which city provides the most inspiration for your 

designs? 

78 | 



Page 77, 78 and this page: 
Cafe and cultural space 
commaa (coffee meets art 
and architecture) located 
w i t h i n  L A A B ' s  d e s i g n 
s tudio in Sheung Wan .
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L a u ra 
C h e u ng  Wo l f

Lala Curio
lalacurio.com
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How did you get into home décor and wallpaper design, 

and what did you do before becoming a designer? 

What's the design philosophy of your firm and how is 

it reflected in your designs? Our mission is to 

DESIGN IS 
ALL THAT 
I CAN DO
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Interiors of Laura Cheung 
Wol f ’s home that she 
designed for her family. 
Wallpapers also by Cheung.
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What is your proudest project(s) of the year? 

What does sustainability truly mean to you when it comes 

to handmade wallpaper? 

What's your greatest source of inspiration in life?

What's next for your company? Opening our showroom at 
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LAUD
@laud_hk | laud.hk

Liz Lau 

Could you describe your design philosophy, and how it 

came about? 

Which project(s) are you most proud of this year? One 

What's your go-to spot that inspires you the most creatively? 
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WE ASPIRE NOT 
JUST TO BE GOOD 
DESIGNERS, BUT 
ALSO SKILLED 
TAILORS

C l o c k w i s e  f r o m  t o p  l e f t : 
P r o j e c t  " R e s i d e n c e  L"
at Baguio Vil la in Pok fulam; 
"Residence K" in West Kowloon; 
project "Family Retreat" in Mid-
levels East; 52 Gage in Central.
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Rowena 
Gonzales

Liquid Interiors
@liquidinteriors | liquid-interiors.com

How do you define sustainability when it comes to Hong 

Kong homes? 

What was your proudest project this year? 

What did 2023-2024 mean to you? 

SUSTAINABLE 
DESIGN 

MUST BE 
INNOVATIVE
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Clockwise from top left: Living 
room, kitchen, and bedroom of the 
residential project at Medallion 
H e ights  in  the Mid - L eve ls .  

What's next for your company?  
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WE BELIEVE 
DESIGN SHOULD 
TELL A STORY 
AND REFLECT 
THE CLIENTS 
PERSONALITY AND 
BRAND CULTURE

Clockwise from top left: 
Terroirs by LQV in Central; 
Catamaran “Vibe”; Terroirs 
by LQV in Central; Bianco 
and Rosso in Central .
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SY Chow & 
Louis Chon  

LC Studio
@lcs.interior | lc.studio

Could you describe your design philosophy, and 

how it came about? 

Which project(s) are you most proud of this year? 

What's your go-to spot in Hong Kong that inspires 

you the most creatively? 

Any future plans for the company? 
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Ada Wong & 
Eric Liu

littleMORE
@littlemore.design | littlemore.com.hk

Could you describe your design philosophy, and how it 

came about? 

Which project(s) are you most proud of this year? 

What's your go-to spot in Hong Kong that inspires you the 

most creatively? One of the go-to spots in Hong Kong that 

Any future plans for the company? 
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WE AIM TO 
DEVELOP GLOBAL 

DESIGN CONCEPTS 
THAT INCORPORATE 

UNIVERSAL 
ELEMENTS

Above and below lef t: 
The " Wooden Lookout " 
project in Tai Lam. Below 
right: Residential project at 
Victoria Coast in Pokfulam. 
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I  BELIEVE IN 
STAYING CURIOUS 
AND ADAPTABLE

Could you describe your design philosophy, and how it came 

about? 

Which project(s) are you most proud of this year? 

What's your go-to spot in Hong Kong that inspires you the 

most creatively? 

What’s next for your company? 
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Opposite and this page: 
R e s i d e n t i a l  p r o j e c t 
" T h e  D aw n & T h e 
Dusk" in Ho Man Tin.

Aden Chan 
LYYH Studio
@lyyh_studio | lyyh.studio
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DESIGN IS A 
COLLABORATIVE 
PROCESS THAT 
EMPHASISES 
DISCUSSION AND 
COMMUNICATION 
WITH CLIENTS

Keith Choi & 
Marcus Ko

Mstudio
@mstudio_hk | mstudiohk.co

Keith Choi
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Top and opposite page: Residential 
project at Festival City in Tai Wai. This 
page: Residential project at Kwong 
Chiu Terrace in North Point (middle 
and below right); residential project at 
Allegro in Kowloon City (below left).  

Could you describe your design philosophy, and how it 

came about? 

of thorough discussions and a deep understanding of the 

Which project(s) are you most proud of this year? 

 

What's your go-to spot that inspires you the most 

creatively? 

 

What's next for your company? 

 



Johnny
Shum

MIW
@miw-hk | miw-hk.com

Could you describe your design philosophy, and how it 

came about? 

Which project(s) are you most proud of this year? 

What's your go-to spot that inspires you the most 

creatively? 

What's next for your company? 
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WE TREAT EVERY 
RESIDENTIAL 
PROJECT LIKE OUR 
OWN, DESPITE ITS 
SIZE

Above two images: MIW 
office in Kwun Tong. Below 
two images: Residential 
project in Diamond Hill .
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WE BELIEVE GOOD 
DESIGN CAN 
“MELT” PEOPLE 
EMOTIONALLY 

Above: The "House Y" project 
at Cavendish Heights, Jardine’s 
Lookout. Below right: Residential 
project at Braemer Hill Mansions. 
Below right:  Residential project at 
Winfield Building in Happy Valley. 
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Melt Limited

Alvin Lee

Could you describe your design philosophy, and how it 

came about? 

Which project(s) are you most proud of this year? House 

What's your go-to spot that inspires you the most creatively? 

What's next for your company? 
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Nichole Choi Studio
@nicholechoistudio | nicholechoistudio.com

Nichole 
Choi 

Nichole Choi Studio is a multi-disciplinary 
interior design studio specialising in F&B 
and hospitality design. The company’s 
design journey is driven by developing 
conceptual stories for different spaces and 
creating experiences that bring people 
together. The team crafts narratives into 
spaces and objects, allowing people to 
create and connect their own stories. This 
is the beauty of creation and what makes 
each of the studio’s projects unique.

Could you describe your design philosophy, and how 

it came about? Our design philosophy is to create a 
conceptual storyline for each project, taking inspiration 
from the project owner’s culture, natural forms, and 
processes. We aim to craft a design concept for a space 
that is not only enjoyable, but also functional.

Which project(s) are you most proud of this year? The 
Hoi King Heen at the InterContinental Grand Stanford 
Hotel. The project draws inspiration from the traditional 
Chinese siheyuan. From spatial planning to materials and 
details, it reinterprets the beauty of traditional architecture 
through a contemporary lens.

What's your go-to spot that inspires you the most 

creatively? I find inspiration in exploring different spaces 
and discovering local cultures and stories during my travels.

What's next for your company? We will begin to explore 
project opportunities for hospitality projects in Hong 
Kong and overseas, aiming to craft unique and holistic 
experiences in different areas of the world by taking 
inspiration from various cultures.
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OUR DESIGN 
PHILOSOPHY IS 
TO CREATE A 
CONCEPTUAL 
STORYLINE FOR 
EACH PROJECT

Clockwise from top left: The 
Chinesology in Central; Lassana 
Coffee in Sheung Wan; Hoi King 
Heen; the LOCKDOWNbar in 
Central. Opposite: Hoi King Heen.
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Ajax Law & 
One Plus Partnership 
@onepluspartnership | onepluspartnership.com

Virginia Lung
A couple both in business and life, Ajax Law and Virginia Lung 
started One Plus Partnership in 2004 with a vision to bring life 
to cities through thematic spaces, primarily focusing on cinemas, 
restaurants, retail stores, clubhouses, sales offices, and commercial 
offices. Their latest project – Coffee Bar in Haikou, China – is based 
on the concept "Footprints fade, waves embrace" that emulates the 
coastal allure of Hainan. The project won multiple international 
awards this year for its innovative concept and exceptional execution.

Could you tell us about the design concept behind the 

Haiku project, and how the project originated? The 
design concept of the Haiku project was inspired by the unique 
geographical location of Haikou. As you know, Haikou is an 
island on the north coast of Hainan Island, with the vast South 
China Sea surrounding it. Given its close proximity to the ocean, 
our initial thought was to incorporate elements related to the 
sea. However, we were determined to create something distinct 
and avoid the typical use of the colour blue that is commonly 
associated with the ocean. After much consideration, we chose 
the brick material as the core theme of our design. The reason 
for this is that bricks are essentially made from sand, which is 
a fundamental component of the beach. By using bricks, we 
aimed to symbolise the connection between the land and the sea, 
creating a design that is both rooted in the local environment 
and stands out with its unique aesthetic. 

What was the biggest challenge of the project? The biggest 
challenge was in the process of transforming the design concept 

dedication. There were discrepancies between the positions on 
the drawings and the actual site, with the entire plane deviating, 
requiring precise alignment. The entire 3D model had to be revised 
several times, which was a significant workload to achieve the 

the construction team was extremely co-operative, which allowed 
us to achieve this outcome. Since the bricks we used had a fixed 
size and could not be cut arbitrarily, precise adjustments were 
needed in the design of the ceiling and floor to achieve the required 
curvatures. This required us to spend a lot of time arranging the 

without compromising the integrity of the bricks. Additionally, we 
deliberately painted an extra colour on the side of the bricks and 
added lighting to prevent audience falls. Another challenge was the 
design of the lighting layout. Lighting is a key element in interior 
design, but to maintain the aesthetics and simplicity of the design, 
we needed to cleverly hide the lights.
This meant we had to find suitable positions to place the lights 
without disrupting the overall design. This not only required a 
deep understanding of the space, but also the ability to come up 
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WE WERE 
DETERMINED 
TO CREATE 
SOMETHING 
DISTINCT

Above and top right: 
Haikou Gaoxingli Insun 
Cinema. Below: WanFeng 
Coastal Ci t y Cinema. 

with innovative solutions to ensure the lighting could provide 
the necessary illumination without disrupting the harmony of 
the design. Similarly, air conditioning vents and fire protection 
equipment also needed to be cleverly concealed, which were 
challenges that had to be overcome during the design process. 

What did 2023-2024 mean to you?  The period from 2023 to 
2024 was a time of gradual recovery after the epidemic. Some 
projects that were being carried out during the epidemic are 
now gradually coming to fruition, and we can already see the 
achievements of parts of them, which we are really looking forward 
to. For example, the designs of Haikou Gaoxingli insun Cinema, 
Wushang Dream Plaza, and the entire Wanfeng Shopping Mall 
took many years to complete. They are projects that we have been 
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The bedroom, living room 
and study of residential 
project of 665 sq.ft at The 
Grandiose in Tseung Kwan O.
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EVEN THE 
SMALLEST DETAILS 
AND HABITS CAN 
ADD DEPTH TO OUR 
DESIGNS

OK Decoration Design Limited
@okdecorationdesign | okdecoration.com

Oscar Yeung 
With clients as top priority, OK Decoration Design 
Limited provides comprehensive design services 
and unique solutions tailored specifically to each 
individual client.

Could you describe your design philosophy, and how it 

came about? Rooted in our clients' needs and preferences, 
we focus on their everyday habits. Even the smallest details 
and habits can add depth to our designs.

Which project(s) are you most proud of this 

year? This year, we took great pride in our project at 
The Grandiose. The units reflect our design journey, 
showcasing a stark contrast in styles from a decade 
ago. While the space remains the same, the planning is 
entirely different. The joy expressed by the homeowners 
upon completing the design serves as a tremendous 
inspiration for us as designers.

What's your go-to spot that inspires you the most 

creatively? K11 MUSEA is such a unique blend of shopping 
and art – it feels almost like a museum. Each time I stroll 
through, I find myself captivated by the intricate design 
details. The stylish, hotel-like atmosphere, really sticks with 
me, leaving a lasting impression.

What's next for your company? In line with the trends in 
the interior design industry, we are dedicated to meticulously 
crafting each project for our clients. We aim to enhance our 
service quality, expand our professional team, and create more 
stylish units that truly stand out.
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OUR DESIGN 
INTEGRATES 

THE NATURAL 
ENVIRONMENT 

WITH AESTHETIC 
DETAILS

Otherwhere Studio 
@otherwherestudio | otherwhere.hk

Udo Lam 
& Frankie 
Chao
Otherwhere studio is an innovative interior 
design firm in Hong Kong, founded by 
Udo Lam and Frankie Chao, who embrace 
new challenges with open hearts and a 
passion for solving problems as a team. 
They believe that space has no visible 
boundaries, and people’s feelings have no 
limits. Their designs integrate with the 
natural environment, making good use of 
nature to explore the inner side of life. 

Could you describe your design 

philosophy, and how it came about? 

Otherwhere studio brings together 
human emotion and lifestyle in designing 
spaces. Our design integrates the natural 
environment with aesthetic details to 
create spaces that enhance the quality 
of life. Our aim in starting Otherwhere 
was to bring a new way of living – one we 
craved – to people through our designs. 
The spaces we create peacefully connect 
with people's minds. We believe that 
people living in a concrete jungle with a 
hectic and fast-paced lifestyle deserve a 
relaxed and comfortable atmosphere in 
which to explore the inner side of life.

Which project(s) are you most proud 

of this year? This year, we are especially 
proud of our project, "Runway". This 
unique home design emphasises the 
harmonious coexistence of residents 
and their  fel ine companions.  Our 
design philosophy for Runway focused 
on creating an environment where both 
cats and humans can thrive together. 
The space features enriching climbing 
structures and resting areas that cater to 
the natural instincts of cats, allowing them 
to roam freely and play. This thoughtful 
integration not only enhances the living 
experience for the cats, but also brings joy 
and warmth to the residents, fostering a 
deep bond between them.
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A b o v e :  T h e  “ B r e e z e ” 
residential project in Sai Kung.
Below right:  The “Serenity” 
p r o j e c t  a t  T h e  A u s t i n . 
Below lef t: The “Runway” 
p r o j e c t  i n  Yu e n  L o n g .   
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What's your go-to spot that inspires you the most 

creatively? One of our favourite spots in Hong Kong that 
inspires us creatively is Discovery Bay. The natural beauty of 
the area, with its serene landscapes and calming environment, 
aligns perfectly with our design philosophy of integrating the 
natural world into our projects. This tranquil setting allows 
us to reflect on the importance of nature in our design work 
and fuels our passion for creating spaces that connect deeply 
with the human experience.

What's next for your company? Looking ahead, Otherwhere 
Studio aims to expand its portfolio by exploring new avenues 
in both residential and commercial design. We plan to take 
on more innovative projects that challenge the conventional 
boundaries of space and design.
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THE SPACES WE 
CREATE PEACEFULLY 

CONNECT WITH 
PEOPLE’S MINDS

Clockwise from top left: The “Somewhere” 
project in Tsuen Wan; residential project 
“Tranquil Retreats” in Pok Fu Lam; 
the “Somewhere” project; bathroom 
of the “Tranquil Retreats” project; the 
“Somewhere” project ; bedroom of 
the “Serenity” project at The Austin.
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Could you describe your design philosophy, and how 

it came about? Our design philosophy centres on creating 
unforgettable focal points in each project through thoughtful 
space planning and a harmonious blend of colours, materials, 
and furniture. A comprehensive design process enhances the 
value of the space by integrating branding strategies, reflecting 
personal or cultural lifestyles, and ensuring that functional 
planning aligns with aesthetic considerations. This approach 
ultimately results in the creation of bespoke spaces that offer 
our clients a meaningful journey of experience.

Which project(s) are you most proud of this year? This 
year, we have created distinctive contemporary interior spaces 
that complement antique furniture pieces by highlighting vintage 
intricacies. Project one – a Parisian home. This project involved 
researching the Louis XVI style. The concept aimed to achieve 
a Parisian aesthetic that strikes a perfect balance between past 
and present design. A centuries-old ornate Louis XVI mirror 
and a marble mantel serve as key antique features, contrasting 
beautifully with the intricate moulding.
Project two – a collector’s duplex dwelling. Our goal was to create 
a distinctive and memorable interior design that reflected the 
client's personal style and leaves a lasting impression on visitors. 
In this design, we aimed to elegantly showcase the client’s vintage 
furnishings, decor, and lighting in a harmonious manner.

What's your go-to spot that inspires you the most creatively? 

Sheung Wan in Hong Kong would be our first destination, as it 
beautifully intersects the old and new, where East meets West. 
The area is filled with diverse architecture, galleries, and antique 
stores. Our second destination is Paris, which is surrounded by 
rich historical designs in various fields, including furniture fairs 
and museums that greatly inspire us.

What's next for your company? We will be seeking to 
collaborate with local and international designers, suppliers, 
and artists on interior projects to create a unique impact and 
experience for our clients. Our goal is to inspire and be inspired 
by improving lives through our design services.

POCKET SQUARE
@pocketsquare_studio 

Sean Li & 
Frankie Wong
POCKET SQUARE symbolises the balance between functional 
origins and artistic sensibility. Each design piece should serve 
as a signature, allowing you to express your personality and 
lifestyle on a daily basis. It is a team of internationally minded 
experts in interior design, providing comprehensive design 
solutions across various fields, including interior design, art 
installation, brand strategy, and furniture design. 
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The publ ic zones of 
the team's residential 
project in Hong Kong.
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Could you describe your design philosophy, and how it 

came about? As we all know, space is at a premium in Hong 
Kong. As an interior designer, I strive to maximise every inch of 
space through design by blending functionality with aesthetics.
From the initial planning and design stages, I communicate 
closely with each client, discussing design details and maintaining 
a dialogue throughout the construction process. Witnessing their 
joy upon project completion gives me immense satisfaction and 
drives my commitment to excellence in every project.

Which project(s) are you most proud of this year? The 
project that left the biggest impression on me this year was a two-
storey independent house in Yuen Long, covering about 2,000 
square feet. My design concept was to create a layout that aligned 
with the client's daily habits. I completely reconfigured the unit, 
adopting a timeless Nordic theme, incorporating smart home 
elements and elder-friendly designs. This ensured the entire 
space met the design requirements and needs of the client and 
their family. Once the project was completed, not only did the 
client love it, but I was also very satisfied with the outcome.

What's your go-to spot that inspires you the most creatively? 

I love travelling to different places around the world, and some 
of the unique buildings I encounter during my journeys are 
my greatest sources of inspiration. Whenever I see distinctive 
architecture, I attentively examine the structure along with its 
intricate and captivating designs. Next, I delve into the materials 
and construction methods employed. This exploration ignites my 
creativity and expands both my artistic vision and craftsmanship 
knowledge.

What's next for your company? Rico Design aims to keep up 
with the times. In the future, we will integrate more advanced 
technology and equipment into our interior design and renovation 
services to enhance project planning and management, ensuring 
every project stands out. Personally, after over 20 years in the 
interior design industry, I hope to nurture more talented and 
mission-driven interior designers by using my accumulated 
experience, allowing our company to continue thriving.

This page and opposite: 
Bedroom, dining and living 
room of Rico’s house deisgn 
project in Yuen Long.
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I  STRIVE TO 
MAXIMISE EVERY 
INCH OF SPACE 
THROUGH DESIGN

Rico Design
@ricodesignhk | ricodesign.hk

Ivan Choy
Rico Design is a seasoned interior design and 
renovation company with over 20 years of experience. 
It has its own furniture manufacturing facility and is 
known for its standardised renovation processes and 
customer service. Its core principles – "communication, 
design, quality, and management" – guides it in 
providing professional interior design, renovation, and 
custom furniture services. It also offers a maintenance 
period for renovations, ensuring a one-stop service, 
worry-free experience, for its clients.
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Root Design treasures every space, making 
it feel open, purposeful, and luxurious. 
With a vision that harmonises heritage 
and innovation, each project is personally 
guided from concept to completion, 
blending unique materials and refined 
details to create environments that are 
both timeless and thoughtfully designed. 

Root Design
@root_designhk | rootdesignhk.com

Anya Wu

Could you describe your design philosophy, and how it came 

about? Our design philosophy begins with exploring the endless 
possibilities of a space. We focus on maximising its strengths 
while cleverly minimising any limitations. I am particularly 
drawn to the fusion of old and new elements, blending tradition 
with modern innovation in our designs. This approach creates a 
rich narrative within each project, giving it a unique character.  

Which project(s) are you most proud of this year? I’m 
proud of every project we've completed this year. Despite the 
challenging economic climate, our loyal clients and supporters 
have trusted us to bring our design philosophy to life. Each 
project has allowed us to fully showcase our creativity and 
attention to detail, which is incredibly fulfilling for our team.

What's your go-to spot that inspires you the most creatively? 

Central in Hong Kong is a constant source of inspiration for me. 
It’s a fascinating mix of cutting-edge commercial buildings with 
reflective glass facades that create optical illusions, juxtaposed 
with old historic structures. The interplay between the flat streets 
and steep slopes adds to the dynamic urban landscape, sparking 
new ideas for my designs. 

What's next for your company? We’re excited to expand into 
new types of projects while continuing to focus on residential 
projects, where we have extensive experience. We aim to create 
designs that inspire happiness and wellbeing in the spaces people 
inhabit, and we hope to influence more individuals to appreciate 
the transformative power of thoughtful design. 
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 I  AM 
PARTICULARLY 

DRAWN TO 
THE FUSION OF 
OLD AND NEW 

ELEMENTS

Above: The living room of the 
residential project at MALIBU. 
Below right: The  Queensway 
commercial project. Below left: 
The bedroom of the residential 
project at St Michel in Sha Tin.
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Seehow Design 
@seehowgroup | seehowgroup.com

Hoffman Ho 
& Elaine Tang
Seehow Design redefines the concept of 
“excellence” within design spaces. Through the 
meticulous fusion of premium craftsmanship with 
cutting-edge technology, the team aims to enhance 
the unique characteristics of each environment in 
terms of timelessness and futuristic appeal.

 Could you describe your design philosophy, 

and how it came about?  We believe design 
 transcends functionality and aesthetics; it is about 
 creating experiences that resonate with the human 
 spirit and communicating messages of excellence. 
 Our design approach is profoundly human-centric; 
 we aim to redefine superior design environments by 
 creating spaces that enhance wellbeing and inspire 
 joy. To achieve this goal, we not only integrate the 
 latest advanced technologies, but also commit to 
 using a substantial amount of sustainable materials, 
 ensuring that each project not only meets, but 
 also establishes new standards in environmental 

responsibility and technological mastery.  

WE BELIEVE DESIGN 
TRANSCENDS 
FUNCTIONALITY AND 
AESTHETICS
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Which project(s) are you most proud of this year? The 
Tai Po Road House is one of our proudest projects this year. 
We designed the interior with dynamic curving forms inspired 
by nature. The use of luxurious materials such as etched glass, 
polished metals, fine leather, and textured wood, showcases 
expert hand craftsmanship and contributes to the creation of 
cohesive and harmonious spaces. As one moves from the top to 
the ground, the area presents an array of materials, starting with 
subtle hints of luxury and evolving into a sense of enthusiasm upon 
reaching the ground.

What's your go-to spot that inspires you the most creatively? 

Seehow Design Studio.

What's next for your company? We are dedicated to 
transforming designs and visions into reality through the pursuit 
of perfection, and with the help of technology, providing our 
clients with an unparalleled experience and highlighting our 
leadership in designing transformative spaces.

  |  1 171 17



The public areas of Stay 
Living's office at One 
Midtown in Tsuen Wan.

DESIGN SHOULD 
REFLECT 

THE CLIENT’S 
PERSONALITY 

AND LIFESTYLE
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Stay Living was established in 2018, dedicated to 
providing exceptional residential and commercial 
interior design, as well as renovation and custom 
furniture services. Having successfully completed 
over 100 projects, the company takes pride in 
striving for perfection in all aspects of design 
and service.

Stay Living
@staylivinghk | stayliving.net

Lawrence 
Chan

Could you describe your design philosophy, and how it 

came about? To design independently without any constraints 
or frameworks. Each project is approached as a unique entity 
with its own specific requirements and background. The goal is 
to avoid limiting the boundaries and style of the design based 
on personal preferences and habits. I believe that design should 
reflect the client’s personality and lifestyle, rather than being 
constrained by the designer's subjective preferences. Therefore, 
I maintain an open mindset throughout the creative process, 
deeply understanding the client's vision and needs, and using 
this as a foundation to explore and realise innovative designs. 

Which project(s) are you most proud of this year? One of 
the projects I’m most proud of is our new office in Tsuen Wan. 
We designed and built it ourselves, so we were able to fully 
showcase our design philosophy and brand culture. With some 
meticulous planning, we crafted an office space that's not just 
easy on the eyes, but also practical and comfortable for our 
employees to work in. We wanted to create an environment that 

would enhance their overall productivity and creativity. The 
design has flexible work areas and relaxation spots, so everyone 
can take a breather from their busy schedules, which is crucial 
for fostering teamwork and cohesion. 

What’s next for your company? Our plan for the future is to 
set up our own furniture brand. This will let us really bring our 
design ideas to life. We now have our own factory, enabling us 
to custom-make suitable and unique furniture for some of our 
designed units. Through this brand, we aim to provide highly 
designed and functional furniture that caters to customers' needs 
for comfort and aesthetics, while establishing our distinctive 
style in the market. This plan is not only an expansion of our 
business, but also a commitment to design quality.
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Studio Ruei specialises in crafting personalised spatial narratives 
to cater to the distinct requirements of every client. Its founder, 
Yuisze Wong, is a registered architect with the RIBA, and a 
graduate of the renowned Bartlett School of Architecture, UCL. 
Wong has honed her skills while working at reputable international 
firms, gaining invaluable experience in executing luxurious hotel, 
residential, and F&B projects. With a profound understanding of 
spatial storytelling, Studio Ruei brings clients' visions to life by 
creating immersive and captivating designs that seamlessly blend 
functionality with aesthetic appeal.

Studio Ruei
@studio_ruei | studioruei.com

Yuisze Wong

Could you describe your design philosophy, and how it 

came about? I believe in user-centred design, a principle I have 
been taught since the first day of architectural school. At the start 
of each project, it is essential to first understand the users and 
their requirements. Then, the challenge for me as the designer 
begins – I process all the information, craft a narrative with the 
elements, and transform it into something beautiful.

Which project(s) are you most proud of this year? 
If I were to pinpoint what brings me the greatest satisfaction, 
it would be working on family homes. I find great pleasure 
in collaborating with young couples who have children; their 
willingness to explore different styles is refreshing. As we work 
closely together to bring their vision to life, ensuring their home 
meets both functional and aesthetic needs, seeing them settle 
in with their children brings me joy, knowing the spaces we 
created are bettering their lives. It reaffirms the very reason we 
established our studio in the first place.

What’s your go-to spot that inspires you the most creatively? 

Anywhere with nice hotels – I enjoy exploring unique hotels 
around the world as a hobby. I keep a bucket list of high-end 
and boutique hotels I’d love to experience. These hotels excel 
in curating a sophisticated lifestyle and ambiance through their 
interior, services, and overall presentation.My most recent stay 
was at Shishi-Iwa House in Karuizawa, Japan. Despite a busy 
work schedule, I try to carve out time for vacations (or field trips, 
one might say). Drawing inspiration from these experiences can 
breathe new life into the spaces I design.

What's next for your company? We are anticipating our 
first overseas project next year, and the jobs we receive are 
also growing in scale. This is a very exciting phase for us. I’m 
hoping to use the next year to establish a more linear workflow 
and system to ensure we have the foundation for future growth, 
enabling us to take on more jobs.
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Clockwise from top left: 
Residential projects in 
Kowloon, Tsing Yi , Pok 
Fu Lam and Tai Hang.

I  BELIEVE 
IN USER-

CENTRED 
DESIGN
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Let’s start on a more personal note. Could you tell us about 

your journey to being an architect? I guess as with most 
designers it started with an inquisitive nature about the world 
around us and I have always loved crafting objects. I originally 
aspired to be a landscape architect, but was persuaded to first 
study architecture. I never went on to the former, but I really 
enjoy the landscape, architecture, interior, design mix we have 
at Snøhetta – all under one roof.

Sn hetta is known for its sustainable approach. 

What does sustainability truly mean to you 

in an architectural sense? We try to ingrain 
sustainability into all our processes; to say, we try 
to avoid it being something we just bolt on to any 
given project. We are talking a lot in the studio 
currently about regenerative design, how to go beyond being just 
being sustainable, to instead start to act to heal the world around 
us. In an architectural sense though we must find a balance.
We have the mandate to act on behalf of the public and create 
work which is “giving” for longer durations than perhaps are 
initially required. Especially today where there is a greater 

understanding on time frames and time cycles. This is helping 
the industry to become increasingly considerate.
As you say it’s a global focus. The company began at a time 
when “sustainability” was just starting to be recognised as a 
global issue. In the same year the company was founded, Gro 
Brundtland, then Prime Minister of Norway, released the study 
“Our Common Future”, which highlighted the interconnectedness 
of these issues. I think the world is only now beginning to fully 
experience this interconnectedness. It’s clear that we need to be 

aligned to address the current challenges effectively, and in 
this, we have set up global task forces that meet 
regularly across all our studios to share strategies 
and tools.

WE SEE 
ARCHITECTURE 
AS A POWERFUL 
SOCIETAL TOOL 
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Richard Wood, Managing Director Asia of Sn hetta, leads the international 
architectural firm's projects and values in the region. With sustainability at 
its core, the global transdisciplinary practice has left its mark across the world 

and is the creative force behind Hong Kong's AIRSIDE mall.

R i c h a rd 
Wo o d

Snøhetta
@snohetta | snohetta.com

  |  123123



I personally love spending weekends at AIRSIDE. Although 

it’s distinct from the city centre, I’m drawn to its many 

gallery spaces. Was that intentional? Lovely to hear. AIRSIDE 
is fundamentally about creating a heart for this newly developed 
area of Hong Kong. There are many devices used to try to ensure 
this, and to capture the imagination of those visiting the building. 
These start with the many facets in the overall mass which provide 
for entrances in all directions, creating a highly permeable 
building. Getting closer, you start to see that almost all entrances 
have a welcoming consistent character, whether for office or retail, 
this is “one place”. The galleries come out of the desire to present 
more intimate settings for the neighbourhood. The overall feeling 
of the retail is itself more relaxed in feeling, meandering around 
the central space and clad in a recycled material that both pays 
homage to Nan Fung’s heritage and provides for a friendlier 
acoustic environment.
I also love visiting at weekends though! It’s wonderful to see 
so many people ... and now dogs enjoying the space. Whilst we 
designed the landscape to be integral to the project, we never 
anticipated it would become such a popular spot for dog lovers. 
Ultimately, we see architecture as a powerful societal tool … 
hopefully all the details in AIRSIDE are providing a great space 
for people.

Page 122: NOT A HOTEL in Rustusu, 
image by MIR (left); Norwegian National 
Opera and Ballet, photo by Jens Passoth. 
This page clockwise from top left: 
AIRSIDE shopping mall in Kai Tak, 
photo by Kevin Mak; Beijing Library, 
photo by Yumeng Zhu; Shanghai Grand 
Opera House (rendering), image by MIR.
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As the head of the Asia market, what do you see as the 

biggest difference in the concept of public spaces between 

Asia and Oslo or other Nordic countries? Any space is vastly 
nuanced, and it’s always difficult to pinpoint specific differences. 
Of course, we must approach design with people in mind and 
there are differences and there are commonalities 
with people, and both can be celebrated. These are 
some of the reasons we have design offices globally 
(and not just offices for administering the later stages 
for our projects). We sincerely believe in being closer 
to the places we work, but we still operate globally, 
collaborating across different studios so we have 
the best of both scenarios.There are some nice 
commonalities across a few of our recent projects 
which perhaps shed some light here. Our recently 
completed project for the Beijing Library shares 
a lot in common with our first major work for the 
Bibliotheca Alexandrina. Similarly, our pedestrianisation and 
refurbishment of Nanjing Road in Shanghai shares similarities 
with our work in New York at Times Square. Both of these spaces 
are unique – Times Square is about providing a stage for civic 
life; and our work in Nanjing Road is in someways more layered, 
we worked to maintain the heritage of the site and the old tram 
ways in order to provide different scales of space. 
There are even greater similarities between our Norwegian 
National Opera and Ballet and Shanghai Grand Opera House, 
and yet they are unique in their form, there are also scale and 
size differences that suit the complex characterisation of each 
city and those that will use the building. I’m really interested in 
the idea of interpretation and iteration, how spaces are perceived 
and used is a complex science. In Asia we work in a very diverse 
region, and the idea the designer is in control of a pristine object 
that will be finished and remain “as designed” is impossible. 
The major considerations and interpretations sometimes only 
begin when the project starts to be inhabited, so we must design 
buildings and systems that allow for this in a variety of ways.

 WE MUST 
APPROACH 

DESIGN WITH 
PEOPLE IN

MIND 

Name a book, movie or piece of music that 

inspires you the most as an architect.  Difficult 
to choose one! Inspiration is always evolving … a book 
I’m reading right now is our annual poem book at 
Snøhetta Asia. Every other Monday a member of the 
team selects a poem to share in the morning meeting. 
At the end of the year, we gather them together in 
a book … there are some very nice memories stored 
in there, of our times together and each individual 
– very inspirational.

What’s next for Snohetta in Hong Kong and the Asia 

region?  Next year will be a big one for us in Asia as every year 
seems to be! We have some very exciting projects in construction 
right now, and some new ones breaking ground. We’re also 
starting the year with some fascinating new projects on the 
drawing board. The big event next year will be in Hong Kong 
though, we will move from our current office, a treasured home 
for the past five/six years, to somewhere new … we’re looking 
forward to what this will bring. 
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I ’M GRATEFUL 
FOR 

EVERYTHING 
IN LIFE 

Each year you take on different creative challenges. 

Besides your recent collaboration with Baccarat, what's 

your most notable design this year? This year, beyond the 
Printemps Bleu crystal light launched with Baccarat in July to 
mark the 60th anniversary of China-France diplomatic relations, 
SLD has just released a smart artistic lighting collection with 
Moorgen. The collection features three pieces, including my 
"Salute" stackable light fixture, plus two lights co-designed with 
rising Italian designer Andrea Bonini – "Aurea"; and "Lumia", 
inspired by Italian architecture and landscapes. 
This collaboration marks the first product design 
project under our new brand "SLD Andrea Bonini". 
In 2025, we'll officially launch this brand and our 
new Milan office during the Milan Furniture Fair, 
working together to expand into European and other 
markets. Through cross-cultural collaboration, we 
aim to explore new design possibilities.

What special significance did 2023-2024 hold for you? 2023-
2024 has been challenging globally for all industries. For me, 
it's been a year of reflection, adjustment, and transformation. At 
the company level, despite uncertainties, I believe opportunities 
arise from challenges. We've been identifying opportunities amid 
difficulties and adjusting our strategies accordingly. This year, 
my management team and I have laid out new development 
plans focusing on "youth engagement, internationalisation, and 
diversification". Personally, at 67, I'm grateful for everything in 

life. With over 40 years in design, through ups and 
downs, I now face challenges more calmly. I want 
to dedicate more time to nurturing young designers 
and giving back to society by sharing my experience. 
I hope to inspire them to face challenges positively 
and help bring Hong Kong and Chinese design to 
the world stage.
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There are many good designers, but very few true design masters, and Steve 
Leung is definitely among the latter. A self-made design veteran, Leung's 
brilliance is reflected not only in his portfolio, but also in the exceptional team 
he has mentored and his contributions to the industry. Even today, he continues 
to break boundaries, having collaborated this year with Baccarat and launched 

the new brand SLD Andrea Bonini.

S t e v e  L e u ng
SLD

@steveleungdesigngroup | sldgroup.com
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THROUGH CROSS-
CULTURAL 
COLLABORATION, WE 
AIM TO EXPLORE NEW 
DESIGN POSSIBILITIES

Is there something you've always wanted to do, but haven't 

yet? I love exploring different countries and cultures, it's always 
been a source of inspiration. Recently, while on a flight, I counted 
that I've visited 49 countries! However, I've never been to India. 
To me, India remains a mysteriously ancient civilisation. I hope 
to visit soon, experience its wonders, cultural heritage, and local 
life to fulfil this dream.

Running a small design firm in Hong Kong faces increasing 

challenges. What advice would you give young Hong 

Kong designers? Every era has its difficulties, challenges, and 
opportunities. What matters is how we leverage our strengths 
and seize opportunities. Everyone needs to find their path in 
imperfect conditions. Whether in good or tough times, we need 
to stay aware and adjust our long, medium, and short-term 
strategies according to market conditions. Every experience helps 
us better understand ourselves.
In my 40-plus years in the field, I've faced many challenges. 
When I started in 1987, I focused solely on architectural design 
for the first decade. Later, seeing limited opportunities in Hong 
Kong architecture, and being somewhat impatient, I expanded 
into both architectural and interior design, including Mainland 
China.

The different project cycles provided more stability, and the 
different market stages between Hong Kong and Mainland China 
allowed me to apply my experience in new ways. During real 
estate downturns, we shifted our focus to restaurant projects. 
Choosing the right market is crucial for designers. Different 
regions offer different opportunities and market needs. It's about 
both immediate opportunities and long-term strategic thinking. 
There's no fixed formula, you need to think, explore, and create 
opportunities. Success is possible anywhere, but the key is finding 
your own path while continuously improving your professional 
skills and innovation.
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Page 126: The Aurea collection by 
Moorgen x Andrea Bonini. Opposite: 
The Salute collection by Moorgen x 
Steve Leung. This page: Steve Leung 
and Andrea Bonini (above); the Lumia 
series by Moorgen x Andrea Bonini 
(bottom left); the Salute collection by 
Moorgen x Steve Leung (bottom right).
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Let’s start with your company name. Why via.? I wanted to 
keep it simple, but not make it just another alphabet company. I 
didn’t want to use my name either because I believe a studio should 
transcend any individual. What we’re doing is actually creating a 
pathway. “Via” is an Italian word meaning path, and in English it 
means “by way of”. So, via represents what we can achieve through 
design and architecture. I believe design is collaborative work – no 
one can do everything alone. It’s collaborative not only within the 
studio, but also with consultants, builders, suppliers, artisans, and 
galleries. I’m truly thankful for all of them. There’s a path we’re 
all walking together, no one walks alone.

You work across various design disciplines from private 

residences, lounges to show flats, and more. How do you 

tailor your approach to each client? Every time we work with 
a client, we’re really creating something unique for them. We’re 
always curious about how we can amplify a client’s DNA. Even for 
those who know their style very well, we still try to nudge them up 
another step. Take ONE SOHO for example, we used a bold salmon 

colour for The Roastery room, which surprised many people. For 
that project, I gave my interpretation of Soho, making people feel 
transported away from Mong Kok. The catch is, bringing a slice 
of Soho to the neighbourhood takes experience. I visit NYC every 
year and I’m fascinated by the city, its galleries, and its culture. So 
instead of creating a stage set feel, you can sense the authenticity 
there.

What did 2024 mean to you? 2024 was a time for introspection. 
We’re looking back and identifying ways we can improve. We’re 
currently working on a booklet for our 15th anniversary, tracking 

and scales. My idea for the book, called V15, is to summarise our 
projects’ journey – the behind-the-scenes work, sketches, models, 
processes, and even great ideas that haven’t been realised yet. Not 
just final products, but schemes. When I showed the draft to some 
of my friends, their most common response was: “How could you do 
this much?” Even design insiders were surprised, saying: “This is 
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Frank Leung is the founder of via., a multidisciplinary design practice behind 
some of Hong Kong’s most distinctive gathering spaces for bon vivants. His 
portfolio includes Yíshè at Atrium House, House of Madison, ONE SOHO, 
and the WWF Peter Scott Visitor Centre, among others. This year marks the 

studio’s 15th anniversary. 

Fra n k  L e u ng
via.

@via.arc | via-arc.com
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I  BELIEVE 
DESIGN IS 
COLLABORATIVE 
WORK

from you?” When I revisit our previous show flats, I understand 
some might consider them very commercial, but for us, there’s 
so much artistic exploration happening in a show flat.
Beyond the volume of work and range, I’ve also witnessed how 
my design language has evolved. We are placing a much greater 
emphasis on comfort, with a visual definition that’s less cluttered, 
calmer, and more compact, yet spacious. I’ve watched my 
aesthetics migrate, and seen that we’ve become a hardworking, 
prolific studio with substantial output. The process of compiling 
the booklet has been revealing in itself.

Which project this year has been most meaningful to you? 

This year we were glad to join the Open House 2024 at our WWF 
Centre project for the first time. While we do lots of commercial 
projects, our heart is also with public, civil, and educational 
projects. When we planned the business centre for WWF, it was 
designed as a starting point for everyone to learn about the 
wetland ecosystem, and as a hub for researchers and educators 
to stay overnight. The centre allows visitors to truly appreciate 
the ecosystem. It’s almost like a pro bono project, designing a 
starting point for such important geological research. Sometimes 
you finish a project and leave without knowing what happens, but 
this time we went back to see the operation and to hear visitor 
feedback. It was very meaningful to take part.

If not designing, what would you be doing? I’d be with my 
camera. Two things I love most about photography – first is 
light. Capturing light quality is something I’m always drawn to. 
For example, in the movie “Perfect Days”, light feels free and 
ephemeral – you capture that moment and it’ll never be the same 
again. Second is street life. I like things that happen just for that 
second and then vanish. I’m always capturing moments with my 
phone – it’s like a visual journal. I don’t care about polish, just 
capturing the moment.
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Any advice for young designers today? It’s easy to start 
your own practice today, but it’s also easy to fall into the trap 
of wondering “Am I doing it my way, my style?” However, 
especially in a challenging environment, don’t underestimate 
the importance of making your practice sustainable. Even in 
2009 when we started the studio, I thought a lot about creating 
different income streams and maintaining return clients. When 
starting a business, it’s easy to have a certain volume of work for 
a while, but the question is how to grow and sustain it. Many of 
us designers are artistic and try to think outside the box, making 
us reluctant to talk business. But as my former supervisor once 
told me, you have to survive first, be a reliable designer, then 
spend time finding who you are. Getting the priorities right is 
very important. And one final observation I often share: these 
days, images are so easy, renderings are so quick, and you’ve got 
AI, but ultimately we deal with time and gravity, we deal with 
things that age – more real experiences never hurt.
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Page 130: via.’s design project at Topside 
Residences in Yau Ma Tei. Opposite 
and this page clockwise from top left:  
Design project at Mount Pokfulam; 
WWF Peter Scott Visitor Centre; public 
toilet design at WWF Peter Scott Visitor 
Centre; design project at One Stanly.



WIN KEY WORKSHOP’s principal designer 
Vincent Leung followed in his designer father's 
footsteps, learning aesthetics and structure 
under his tutelage for many years. Leung is also 
a pioneer in the industry, having earned the 
WELL Accredited Professional certification. 
The company provides professional residential 
and commercial interior design services, with 
an in-house construction team. It places a 
strong emphasis on project management and 
execution capabilities.

WIN KEY WORKSHOP
@winkeyworkshop | winkeyworkshop.com 

Vincent 
Leung 

Could you describe your design philosophy, and how it 

came about? "Talk is cheap" is our motto. We operate based 
on the principle of "less talk, more action" – we don't engage 
in flowery sales pitches, but instead prove our commitment to 
"if we can design it, we can build it" through concrete actions. 
We are dedicated to incorporating our clients' family structures 
and lifestyles into highly realistic 3D design renderings from the 
initial design stage. Through the execution by our professional 
in-house construction team, we are always able to bring all our 
concepts to life

Which project(s) are you most proud of this year? 
A 2,400 square foot Mid-Levels flat, Opulence Parisienne 
(which was awarded the gold award in Home Journal's Best 
Designer Awards, as well as the renowned international MUSE 
Design Awards). The project, which is still under construction 
and slated for completion by the end of 2024, blends French 
luxury with modern aesthetics, and employs a variety of 
innovative materials to create a unique spatial experience, 
showcasing our meticulous attention to detail and profound 
understanding of architectural aesthetics. 

What's your go-to spot that inspires you the most 

creatively? I've been really inspired by the classical 
architecture in Prague lately – the beautiful aesthetics, the 
compositions, the colour palettes, the proportions, and the way 
light and shadow play across the structures. Those elements 
have profoundly influenced my own design approach, injecting 
my work with a lot of rich inspiration and layered complexity.

What's next for your company? The next challenge I want 
to take on is to use "Old Hong Kong" as an inspiration and 
reimagine the distinctive design elements of the 1980s and 
1990s, blending them with modern aesthetics and evoking a 
strong sense of the local cultural heritage. I also really want 
to try using a wider variety of materials, which I think could 
spark some really interesting new ideas.
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Clockwise from top left:  The 
foyer, bathroom, living room 
and kitchen at his residential 
project at Parc Versailles.

IF WE CAN 
DESIGN IT, 
WE CAN 
BUILD IT
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