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PHOTOGRAPHS EMMA REGO, ROBERT SANDERSON

is
a designer, stylist and the
author of Love Vintage,
which we've featured an
extract from this month
(page T10D. ‘This summer,
I’m looking forward to
a holiday in France and
Spain and visiting some
brocantes on the drive
down. I'm also launching
a new range of vintage-
inspired fabrics and
wallpapers,’ she says.

WERE ONTHE THRESHOLD OF SUMMER,
heading into the garden to make the most of sunny
days, butalso bringing a lighter, brighter touch to
our interiors to echo the warmth and colour of the
season. Which means that thisissue has aninside-
outside feel, with both cheerful gingham and check
decorating ideas for indoors and expert
tips on how to style an outdoor room (page 82).
We've the lowdown on choosing kitchen flooring
(page 91), plus sensational table-setting ideas for
dining alfresco (page 90). We’re outand about
shopping for vintage home buys (page I110), and
tempting our palates with tasty recipes from the
Med (page I14). Plus, of course, we're taking a tour
of four gorgeous homes and discovering how the
owners live their best country life (from[page 21).
My gardenisinneed of love and attention,so I've
been poring over the beautiful Nordic-inspired plot
near Bristol that we’re featuring this month
[130). Maybe I need asimilar box hedge and swing in
my outside space? I'll definitely be growing some

edible flowers (page 137) to add to salads. How lovely

to have summertime to look forward to...

photographed our Family Values
house . ‘'m a lover of
wildlife and | look forward to
butterflies appearing and the song
of a lark ascending in summer.’

wrote our

Family Values house @ ‘In

summer, | love the sunshine on my
back and kayaking in salty water
under a blue sky that turns orange
and yellow in the setting sun.’
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IN THIS
MONTH'S
ISSUE-...

Design & decorate

76 Square dance Joyful gingham, from
chunky checksto small-scale prints,
brings traditional cheer to interiors

82 Outdoorrooms Style experts share
theirideas for creating arelaxed spot

forgatheringinthe gcarden
O O O

88 Create a boutique hotel bedroom
Bring in atouch of luxury with
insights from creative directors
QOttalie Stride and Camilla Clarke

91 Getthe lowdown Country kitchen
floors thatare durable, practical
and full of character

96 Atyourtable Creating anidyllic
setting for long lunches outof doors

100 Furniture refresh Spruce up your

garden tables and chairsin time for

the summer months

News & stories

11 Rhubarb rhubarb! Our pick of the latestinteriors buys,
slow-living ideas, sustainable products, events and more

12 Cinny Aumonier Theinterior designer creates classic
wallpapers and fabrics in fresh contemporary colourways

17 PaulaSutton Our columnistshares her plans for the
relaxing and indulgent guestsuite at her country home

Dream homes

22 Familyvalues Aninherited period farmhouse has been
transformed from a jumble of roomsinto a graceful home

32 Crispand classic Confident colours and vibrant pattern
combine torevive traditional style

34 Tudor charm Quirky original features form the backdrop|
for afresh newlook in this 16th-century Essex home

A4 Beams and dreams Refurbish a period interior with rich
colour and cheerful prints

A7 Modern rustic A dated bungalow in Yorkshire receives
acontemporary-countryupgrade with a relaxed vibe

57 Barnraising Texture and warming neutrals are defined
by black detailing for alaid-back scheme

60 Worththe wait Aneglected Lincolnshire cottage gets
anew lease of life, and is now filled with family treasures

70 Vintage white Pre-loved pieces blend with a tonal palette
and pretty country-modern designs
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Property & place

JUNE 2023

Garden & grow

127 Ohsosweet Choosing sweet peas,
those delightful fragrant climbers
for your country-style plot

130 Nordicinspiration This historic
gardeninthe West Country has
intriguing Finnish-style elements

137 Incredible edibles Rosie Fyles
of Chiswick House and Gardens on
growing flowers good enough to eat

1140 Kitchen gardenPlantyour own
crop for your larder with these
vegetable patch favourites

102

Greenhouse growing Howto setup your own glass house
and start off a host of horticultural endeavours

Country lifestyle

106

Careershift Alison Jenkins swapped the London art
world for a Somerset organic smallholding where she
offers workshops on all aspects of ecological gardening

110

Forthelove of vintage Dealer Michelle Mason reveals

how to curate a collection of pre-loved pieces

114

Taste of summer Diveinto the holiday mood with
deliciousrecipes for appetisers, a fish main course and
mouthwatering dessert, fresh from the Mediterranean

120

A sip of sweetness Making cordials and syrups from
edible flowersto use in your summer recipes and drinks

146

A dayinthe countryIsabella’Tree explores the rewilding
projectather home onthe Knepp estate in Sussex

Subscriptions

72 Subseribe and receive an Emma
Bridgewater mug set, worth £34
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Spark your imagination with a subscription to the only country

magazine with home at its heart.
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Harrod

HORTICULTURAL

THE SOUTHWOLD TRADITIONAL
FURNITURE COLLECTION

HANDCRAFTED IN SUFFOLK sincE 1954
0333 400 1500 (LOCAL RATE) SCAN HERE

www.harrodhorticultural.com] Res

10% OFF QUOTE: 23ADCI3
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Share your
country hfe
with us

Tag us in your photos on
instagram (countryhomesmag

#countrystyle
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FINE PAINTS & PAPERS
IN ASSOCIATION WITH

National
Trust

NO SMOKING
'NONAKED'LIGHTS
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Little Greene»

PAINT & L P E

From Our Home to Yours

As a family company, we know exactly what goes into our paints. We make
eco-friendly paints in our own factory tucked away in the foothills of Snowdonia,
using only the very highest quality ingredients. These are blended by our dedicated
team who have been creating lovely paints in wonderful colours for generations.

Colour consultancy & home delivery available nationwide and online

Order free colour cards or find your nearest stockist on our website
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Little Greene
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litlegreene.com




Inspired by rhubarb stalks and terracotta pots,
Neptune’s new shade Rhubarb enhances sun-filled
rooms, then evolvesto a deeperrose as daylight fades.
Alongside new cabinetry, accessories and lighting,
Neptune hasintroduced a colour consultancy, from
£200,to help you find your signature scheme. Rhubarb
matt emulsion, £48 for 2.51tr, Neptuneneptune.com|

FEATURE TARA KING

&h ) syu' J,f ) uﬁJpT g‘bi 399 § ¥l ¢ oMbt O PN Ruo gﬂ&iﬁﬂ bmj 3.«37 i

@ Enekas.Acade Enekas.Acade


http://neptune.com

DESIGN ER OF
THE MONTH

Cinny Aumonier
-—

Creating her own collection of wallpaper

and fabrics has been alife-long ambition

for thistalented interior designer

eginning her career as
anintern atthe home of
design brands, Chelsea
Harbour, Cinny then trained
atan architectural interiors practice,
before launching her own interior
design business. Busy family life
quicklytook over,and she decided to
pursue anew creative outlet, fulfilling
her dream to create her own hand-
printed wallpaper and fabric designs.
And,1n 2022, she was back at Chelsea

Harbour to launch her first collection.

Have you always been creative?
Talwaysloved Artand Textiles at
school.l found drawing peaceful,a
way to escape - [ lostmany hours!

How did the collection come about?
I'wasrunning my own interior design
business, but the demands of ayoung
familymeantl had tore-evaluate. I
studied wallpaper and pattern design
before setting myself a challenge of
designing something that was happy
with and could be produced in the UK.
[ttook me five years,buthere [ am.

‘l love print and
textures to touch; |
need to feel design,’

says Cinny

Whatinspiresyou?
Formymostrecent collection,I found
inspirationinthe V&A archivesin the
British Library. In my day-to-day life,
Iminspired by artand nature, as well
asthe interiors of Dorothy Draper
and David Hicks. Their combination
of colours, textures and patterns

was way ahead of their time.

Talk us through the design process.
['tried many printing techniques, but
screenprinting captured all my senses.
The prints come to life and achieve a
depthof colourlikenoother.Producing

o

in the UK has always been important to me.l found ateam
of really trusted suppliers - all UK based - and they've been
integral in supporting the launch of my collection.

Whatmakes your designs stand out?

Ilove 18th-century Indian chintz (my mother was bornin
India). Stylised florals and pretty prints are offset by bold
stripes and geometric patterns. These ground my designs,
giving them a strong, contemporary feel.

Whatdo youlove about whatyoudo?

[love printand textures to touch; I need to feel design.
[tgives me asense of self and amuch-needed creative
hub.Ifeel like the journey has only justbegun and there
isnever-ending scope to expand and create.

Sum up your creative style in three words...
Timeless, classic and contemporary.
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WHAT A PUZIZLE

Hands up if you got into jigsaws over
lockdown? That was the genesis of
female-founded brand Prints in Pieces,
which makes puzzles pretty enough to
frame as a print once complete. Each
design is created by an emerging woman
artist from around the world and every
one comes with a tailored Spotify
playlist, to boost awareness and
enjoyment of the ‘slow moments’in life.

Prices start at £22 fora 500-piece
puzzle,[printsinpieces.com|->

NEWS & STORIES

Love Scandiinteriors? Thentake a trip to
Alfred, London’s biggest showroom of
vintage Scandinavian furniture and
accessories. Owner Nina Hertig (co-founder
of interior design practice and gallery,
Sigmar) wants to make good-quality
secondhand pieces available to everyone,
with prices from around £15 and furniture
costing no more than £2,500. ‘Rather than
having everything online, we want to celebrate
discovering treasuresinreal life,” she says.
Open Thursdaysto Sundays]aelfred.co.uk]

PR

COUNTPRY-ITOMES & INTERIORS | 13


http://printsinpieces.com
http://aelfred.co.uk

lo L

—~ |

L]
'* A 1 ‘
w

Redefined @i

N E VI L L E J o H N S 0 N for our latest brochure

HANDCRAFTED BESPOKE FURNITURE nevillejohnson.co.uk | 0161873 8333




NEWS & STORIES

REFASHIONED FABRICS
Jules Haines, founder of online salvage platform,

()V H F()R o Haine:;, is on Z?issiiond;c:ﬁl reduhce the If:bric

- te destined tor lan each year. Fer new
THE DIARY... ol
23-27 MAY The Chelsea

collaboration is with clothing brand, Daydress.
Along with repurposing last season’s pretty floral
fabrics, from £65m, Jules has curated a collection
Flower Show opens of cushions, from £85, and lampshades, £95.
p Daydress founder, Gabby Deeming, says: ‘It’s

been a realjoy to see our fabrics re-imagined

) o O S8 for interiors.’[hainescollection.co.uk|
with all new garden /T o

its famous floral gates

designs to inspire,
with sustainability
a key theme this year.

Tickets cost from

£48.85 for non- Al botn. s
members,[rhs.org.ukl Bl P vy

15 JUNE Turn your

hand to calligraphy
with INKspire’s
beginner’s workshop
in Cheshire, £37 per

person, or opt for an

at-home kit, £27.99
(both include
FLORAL FINISH

materials), inkspire JIRAL A
Online interiors emporium Edit58 offers an

|Callig[‘aph§/_‘.00m| array of interesting items, but it is founder Lisa

Mehydene’s one-of-a-kind collabs with other

designers that give us a real buzz. Handcrafted | (;.l-,"}”'l.ti IH_:{‘\_;_'T'EI" ’
in West Sussex, this trug features the prettiest EXGERTIONAL

: ) ) PERENNIALS &
floral and lattice design, hand painted to order %, 0OD DLANES
by Preneet Bart, founder of block-print textile ok i

brand, The Charpoy. From £140,[edit58.com

MAKING THE CUT
The Cut Flower Sourcebook:
Exceptional Perennials and
Woody Plants for Cutting
(£35, Filbert Press) from
Rachel Siegfried — owner

of Green & Gorgeous flower
farm and floral design studio
- shares techniques, tips and
plant selections for creating

your own seasonal displays. >

COCN RN -HOVIES &N NEERIORSE 15
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NEWS & STORIES

MARBLE ART

After years spent pursuing individual creative careers, lifelong
ek X4, friends Jemma Lewis and Angela Bush have teamed up to launch
: House of Amitié, a fresh and contemporary interiors brand
inspired by the traditional craft of paper marbling. Their debut

collection comprises two vibrant stories, Heritage and Avant
Garde. Currently available on wallpaper, and costing £150 a roll,
the designs will be translated onto interior fabrics later this year;
follow (@houseofamitie for updates.

HISTORY REPEATING

To celebrate British fashion brand
Brora’s 30th anniversary, founder
and creative director Victoria
Stapleton has rifled through the
archive, choosing one standout
style from every year since 1993,
to inspire a 30-piece collection
that’s sure to evoke fond fashion
memories — and spark some new

ones, too,broraonline.com|

rree oy INVEST IN SOME ZEST

N} shade, £490, . . . . .

i bothNatasha | N1S season's trend for fruity prints is made
4 Hulse

for country styling. Inject some zest into
your home with these lovely fabric
lampshades from Natasha Hulse’s
new collection, featuring appliqué
oranges and lemons in sinuous

shapes and bright citrus shades,

natashahulse.com/ >
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PAUTA
SUTTON

T'he J()yful h

-

Our style columnist shares her

secrets to welcoming house

guests so that they feel athome

‘vementioned before thatl am

a‘slow decorator’. I take time

to savour the evolution of my

interiors,allowing them to
flourish ata sedate and organic pace.
With thatsaid, even I am notimmune
tothe lure of anewly decorated room,
and I certainly getexcited when
faced with ablank canvas thatneeds
tobe accessorised and styled for a
dedicated season or special purpose.

[ currently have aguestannexe
nearing completion that has been
eightyearsinthe making (Itold you
Iwasslow). We gathered enough
money to complete the shell, then
had towaitafew years while family
commitments channelled our
resources in different directions.
Time has passed and now the moment
has come to create the dedicated
guesthaven of my dreams and truth
betold, rather than taking itin my
usual slow stride, [ am feeling rather
giddyaboutit - particularly asit
coincides with the advent of summer,
meaning thatavariety of family and
friends will be escaping the city and
joining us for sunny weekendsin the
Norfolk countryside. There’ssomething
rather special about welcoming
people into our homes. I love to host,
and [ wantmy guests always to depart
feeling thatthey have been indulged
and thoroughlylooked after.

Ilike to start with contemplating
the little details that bring me the
most pleasure when staying as aguest
atahotel forinstance. A pile of
matching towels,including alarge
bath sheet, folded and smelling of
lavender atthe end of the bed?
Certainly, aselection of wonderful
soaps and body lotions, and afew
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‘l want to make my
guests feel relaxed
and not as if they’re
tied exclusively to
my timetable’

practical elements - pins, spare razor, cotton buds and amini
sewing kitforloose buttons, etc,in alittle ceramic dish. A linen
bathrobeisanice touch.I believe my guests should feel as
though theyhave stepped into anirvana of ahome away
from home - or the type of comforting experience that we
don’talways have the time to give to ourselves.

I'also putout some books —aselection of old classics
and a few contemporary options or magazines are handy
for those rainy days when the best-laid plans go astray.
Flowers bring me joy,soitmakes perfect sense asahost
to have a beautiful vase of homegrown blooms from the
garden waiting in the guestroom. In fact, the scent of a
room s animportant factor, it caninduce as much pleasure
and feelings of relaxation as the look of the room.

Afinal special touchisto keep the departure asdelightfully
memorable asthe arrival.l love toinclude alittle goody
bag of local keepsakes for them to take home with them as
areminder of their Norfolk summer stay. Of course,

Il knowif've succeeded when they never want to leave!

COCEN FRY-HONES & NTERIORS
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NEWS & STORIES

MINDFUL MAKING
Did you know that

stitching can be as
restful as meditation?
With that in mind,
Cornish designer
Helen Round has
launched a collection
of soul soothing craft

Kits, in partnership

la with fellow textile
p y artist, Rebekah

il Colour-confident Johnston, designed
— designer and founder .
» I. e of Firmdale hotels, Lo help you unwind.
- KitKemp hasteamed

Choose from a set of

>y . up with heritage pottery
" iag® 1+ Y  brandSpodetolaunch four coasters or a mini
i P2 ' aneclectic collection of
. tableware and giftware, q u 1 lt’ e ach CcO Stl n g
inspired by her love of the
countryside. Featuring 236 and cont aiﬂiﬂg

classic woodland scenes .
interspersed with eclectic all the materials and

birds and mythical . .

creatures, the Tall Trees mstructions you need
range brings a touch of

whimsy to the table. to sew by hand, 1o
Pricesstartat£20fora eXloerience requirecL
side plate,available online

atspode.co.ul helenround.com|

18 |COUNTRY HOMES & INTERIORS


http://helenround.com
http://spode.co.uk

g
fuh
Ii'- z
Lt

e A
T PoaPLl S

=T :
I 5 '
! hd r
f ~ - iy &
b e
ead 5
- . :

B ™ L T o

B o e e
@ Enekas.Academy = 5t L% ;- _

[\
ot il | ]

‘.* v, -



o)

020 7376 7100

poke rugs since 1986

and bes

oorcovering

= 4
S

Where Inspiration Begins
Product featured: Roce

iral f

: 535K

ive na

CRUCIAL TRADING

L
Find your local stoc
Or visit our showroom

ing innova

reali

L |
i

C

H

oG LN b b o

sl N A AT e

L)
T
r
£ 1
N
L
*
-y
P
3
|
-

bo il & ik -
[
y i .
-
—
b

R N A e s
rog i ....d. u.{.HJL‘ t.-...qu-.f‘ .h...
.... L e, o \....r.\fPhw..L.‘u‘ ,I_H.

e ey A b e 45
i s..- ) h.u.._.._L { iy} ’ »

..n{_. e AR e

x‘_. ¥ -_- .SJ. £he ' &)
xz D .qu..ﬂ.s.

u:(....

1




FEATURE ANDREA CHILDS PHOTOGRAPH LAURA MARIN

SLI'OKES

Patinated and painted wood pieces, like this cupboard
and vintage shutters from our Tudor Charm home
feature are a country classic. For a cabinet
like this, paint with a layer of chalk paint (try Annie
Sloan), then a thinner layer in a different colour. Wax,
thenrub back the edges of doors and panelstoreveal
the base shade, then wax again. Perfectly imperfect...
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NORFOLK FARMHOUSE
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EXTERIOR Ancient trees
frame:the view of the old
farmhouse. The garden room wth
French doors is a new addition
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heirony behind the loving restoration of Marian and
AlanKendall’s Grade Il listed Norfolk farmhouse is
thattheyneverintended to embark onitin the first
place. The farmhouse was abit of a white elephant,
says Marian."We inherited it from Alan’s father, but
we were already happily ensconced in our cosy home
onthe same estate. When my father died in Australia,
we decided to spend myinheritance upgrading the
cottage for ourselves.’ [t was only when an architect
arrived that Marian and Alan were challenged to
think again. The architect suggested that Marian’s
inheritance would be far better invested in restoring

the graceful Grade IIlisted farmhouse which had period details and

a history dating back to the 1500s.

Marian saysittook time to believe
him. ‘Tt was so hard to see how the
muddled layouts and random
additions could be reworked to make
acohesive whole. The house had
started out as athatched cottage in
the 1580s and been added to by along
line of wealthier occupants who built
asecond floor,and finally atop floor
for servants. Some of the extensions
were decidedly unsympathetic,
including a crumbling conservatory
dating back to the 1930s.

The Kendalls found local
architects LBR, who worked with
interior designer Emma Deterding.
With ateamin place,the house was
graduallyreconfigured internally
and the muddle of small rooms was
replaced with anew footprint of
graceful Georgian proportions,
period features, fireplaces, panelling,
wide doors, lift, high skirtings and a
secretdoor between the dining room
and study. To expand the kitchen,a
1960s French window was removed.
Thenew kitchen space isnow linked
by folding doors to the garden room.
Ttbecame the homely hub,amagnet
which draws people together to sit,
chat, drink, work and eat, while I
cook,’ says Marian.

‘Emma’s mantra was to give me first
choice on fabrics and colours and
thenupcycle,upgrade,refresh and

24 | COUNTRY HOMES & INTERIORS

AT HOME WITH

OWNERS Marian Kendall,
a Cordon Bleu cook, lives

here with her husband Alan,

an engineer.

HOUSE The house is a Grade
Il Listed farmhouse dating
back to the 1500s, set in acres
of farmland and meadows.

restore. She never throws anything
out, says Marian. When a shipload of
her mother’s cherished collectables
arrivedin alarge crate, Emma dusted
them down and transformed even the
mostignominious brown furniture
with anew lick of paint,embellished
with handpainting, fabric or gilding.
Old tapestries from Alan’s mother
were made into cushions backed by
contemporary fabrics. Australian
paintingsinherited from Marian’s
father found arightful place to
hang and Alan’sinherited political
cartoons by James Gillray were given
aspotonthelanding. Ttisreally
important thatyou keep your family
history, says Emma.

Colour schemes were based
on Marian’s favourite painting of
turquoise and pink flamingos. ‘She
loves turquoise, blue, pink and
yellow, Emma observes. Hence, we
chose asunnyyellowto
paintwallsin the hall and
the dark dining room. And
there are combinations of
pink and turquoise in other
rooms.’ Into this mix,
Emmaintroduced new
velvetsofas and armchairs,
finished in contrasting
velvet piping, plus curtains
and headboardsin
exuberantcolours. Emma’s
feelfor colour made abig
impression on Marian.
‘Ttrusted her completely,
and the house looks all the
lovelier forit, she says.

The field surrounding
the houseisnextin line for
arevamp. 'Weare discovering so
many thingsin our first summer here;
learning where we like to sit outside
and how the garden mightshape up.
We have planstorestore the high
walls of the old vegetable garden.’
Marianis enthusiastically embarking
onagarden design course, while
Alanis patiently waiting for ‘Madam
to putin her plantorders’.



NORFOLK FARMHOUSE

KITCHEN The kitchen is the
hub of the home and boasts a
large central island in a striking
turquoise. Kitchen designed by
Bryant Kitchens and painted in
Vardo by Farrow & Ball. Blind
fabric, Ashdown by Nina Campbell
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aKes centre stage In the elegant
new living room. Sofas trimmed
in Blue velvet Varese Sea,
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NORFOLK FARMHOUSE

MARIAN AND ALAN’S COUNTRY LIFE

SIMPLE PLEASURES ‘Walking <
the garden -_._. _____ slass fwine w

OUR FAVOURITE VIEW ‘From the bath njoy the full extent
of wide-open Norfolk skies and |iste||n o birds S|ging in the summer.’
M

SHOP AT ‘Kelling Designs (kellingdesiéns.com) showroom in Field
Dalling, which is filled with inspiratior:El interiors and high end, vibrant

home Furnishings and accessories from sofas to |ampshades inarange

ofuplifting colours and lkat patterns.’

GO FOR A MEALAT ‘The Gunton Arms (thesuntonarms.co.uk) near North
Walsham is set in an 18th-century deer park and has a hearty menu.’
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NORFOLK FARMHOUSE

GARDEN ROOM Surrounded
by a wall of Georgian style
windows, linked to the garden on
three sides by French doors, the
garden room is a family favourite.
Sofas, KD Loves; upholstered in
Roma Aqua. Lamps, Pooky

HALLWAY The fan light in
the hall and the front door

are original features of the old
farmhouse. Yellow walls imbue
a welcoming sense of sunshine
even on grey days. Table lamp,
KD Loves
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LANDING On the first landing
a large iron lantern makes a
strong statement, while the
yellow walls provide a visual link
between floors. Lantern, Jim
Lawrence. For similar wall paint,

try Citron, Farrow & Ball
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“T'he house looks all the lovelier for embracing

wake up
4

‘.I.

colour and having that confidence.

thinking. do [ really live here?”
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MASTER BEDROOM Serene
and full of colour reminiscent of
Australia, the master bedroom is a
mix of bright textiles and elegant
antique pieces. Curtain fabric,

Alison Gee. Rug, Birdie Fortescue.
Lamps and headboard, KD Loves
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NORFOLK HOUSE
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STYLE STORY

CRISP AND CLASSIC

Emulate Marian Kendall’s style with quintessential pieces and strong pattern

Q

[24
1 BLOCK COLOUR House Scatter cushion in Bahama cotton matt Mahon 6 GLASS ELEGANCE Chelsea table lamp base, £189; P
velvet, from £45,[Sofa.com|2 CRAFTED BY HAND Chester Castle Delicate Bloom shade, £180, both Mind The Gap 7 WARMING 3
headboard in Tracery hand-blocked linen in Fuchsia, from £950, SHADE Sunlight absolute matt emulsion, £54.50 for 2.5ltr, Little é
Anboise 3 MIRRORED SHELF Aberdeen coffee table in Greene 8 BAROQUE DETAILING Marina mirror in Gold, £90, 2
Champagne, £295, Perch and Parrow 4 DECORATIVE FINISH Zion Ella James 9 HANGING BEAUTY Five-sided plain lantern in Black w
lidded ceramic urns in Distressed White, £85 set of two, Oka Bronze, £1,015, Besselink and Jones 10 ART DECO DETAIL Venice E
5 HAND-BLOCK PRINT Chequer cushion in Pinks, £112, Molly three-seater sofa with contrast piping, £1,965, Sweetpea and Willow w
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BEDDING « CURTAINS « CUSHIONS (©) mmlinen.uk
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ESSEX FARMHOUSE

TUDOR CHARM

Crooked ceilings and wonky floors, not to mention original wooden

beams and iron-studded doors, are all part of the appeal

of Jo and David Cox’s 16th-century farmhouse

™

T
SITTING ROOM The striking —
crewelwork curtains were the _
starting point for this welcoming <
scheme. Curtains in Tangdar, y
Welland & Wye. Club fender, o v
Acres Farm. Tartan throw, : 5
Susie Watson Designs
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iewing the 16th-century farmhouse in a quiet
country lane, Jo Cox feltas though she’d
stepped into another world, despite it being
only half a mile away from her home. T'll never

forget that feeling of excitement when
[ pushed open the gate in the middle
of the beech hedge,’ Jorecalls.
‘Seconds later, [ caught sight of the
oldfarmhouse and was entranced.’

Backin2017,Jo and her family had
been living in Brentwood, Essex. My
husband, David,and I had done quite
alot of work to thathouse, butsince
moving there,’d developed a passion
for growing flowers and vegetables,
and I yearned foralarger garden and
anolder property, shereveals."'We
were also keen to live somewhere
more rural and peaceful.’

While David was browsing
propertysites, he noticed the pink,
timber-framed farmhouse, setin six
acres,complete with mature gardens
and astable block. Propertieslike
thisdon’tcome to the market very
oftenaround here and, although
the amount of work needed was
daunting,we could see the potential,’
says Jo. Everyroom was bursting
with period features and charming
touches,such asthe inglenook
fireplaces. The contours of the
ceilings mirrored those of the floors
above,and the factthat nothing was
straightadded to the sense of being
immersed in the house’s history.’

Clinching the deal, the Cox family
moved in during 2018 and applied for

planning permission to convert the stable

36 | COUNTRY HOMIES & INTERIORS

block into an annexe,where they would live during the
renovation of the farmhouse. While this application was
going through, Jo and David metwith conservationistand
heritage consultant [an Alderton, of Architectural
Management, who helped them draw up plans for the
house and the kitchen extension. He also recommended
Bakers of Danbury - specialists in renovating historic
buildings. This was fortuitous as, despite having asurvey,
there were various surprises that cropped up during the
year-long project,including having to underpin many of
the structural walls,” says Jo. “The builders were excellent
and, thankfully,we had provision for the unexpected finds
in our contingency budget.

Long before the building work began,in April 2021,
Johad contacted Essex-based interior designer Claire
Ordersto ask herto help update the property. Her goal
was to introduce pattern, colour and texture that would
accentuate the period features and make each space sing.
“This was adream project, particularly as my design
aesthetic leans towards traditional country-house style,

Claire says. Jowas afabulous client. She listened to my

suggestions and thoughtfully implemented myideas for

furniture, fabrics, paint colours and soft furnishings to
make everyroom warm, inviting and interesting.’

Liaising with the builders, architects and joiners, Claire

OWNERS Jo and David Cox,
their children Pippa, 15,
Nathan, 12, and cat, Poppy

HOUSE A Grade |l-listed,
detached four-bedroom
farmhouse, with parts

dating back to 1520

used a floorplan to work
out how toreconfigure
each space, before
designing bespoke
cabinetry and creating
mood boards. Twould have
beenlostwithout Claire’s
input, says Jo. 'She really
understood the fresh,
modern countrylook I had
inmind and interpreted
my thoughtsinto araft
of fabulousideas.
Forinstance,although
Johad her heartsetona
deVOLKkitchen, she feels
thatshe would never have
been brave enough to go
forthe deep Pantry Blue
shade that Claire recommended.
‘Without Claire, this would have been
avery differenthouse, Joreveals.'Now
it'sahome we all adore. We're proud
to beits custodians and hope that our
renovation will stand the farmhouse
in good stead for many years to come.’
Contact Claire Orders Interiors

atlclaireorders.co.uk



http://claireorders.co.uk

ESSEX FARMHOUSE
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HALLWAY/BOOTROOM
Patterned floor tiles inject drama
in this practical space. Pombaline
Eugenio tiles, Claybrook Studio.
Cabinet in Norfolk Flint, Fenwick
& Tillbrook. Darlana pendant in
Aged Iron, Andrew Martin
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EXTERIOR The couple
sensitively updated the
entrance to the 16th-century
farmhouse with an oak porch.

Front door in Little Donkey,
Fenwick & Tilbrook
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ESSEX FARMHOUSE

INNER HALL The plasterer’s
N . signature mouse (above the
- : beam, top right) is a quirky
" = addition, while sisal-effect carpet ./
. creates a cohesive feel. Picture
‘ e - e light, Jim Lawrence. Stamford
JE e A e R 5 ~carpet, Unnatural.Flooring ]
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under the sloping ceiling provide
ample storage. For door panel
Walls painted in Greylag Goose,

Bespoke cupboards fitted
fabric, try Marden, Fermoie.
Fenwick & Tilbrook

ESSEX FARMHOUSE
MAIN BEDROOM




FEATURE JANET MCMEEKIN PHOTOGRAPHS LAURA MARIN

I BATHROOM The freestanding
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th was pai

Chu
ay. Bath painted
Room Green, Farro
oden stool, Hc

akfast
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STYLE STORY

Refresh a period home, like Jo Cox, with bold colours and lively prints

o) Ne7 ¢
e

INDUSTRIAL EDGE Salthouse wall light in Antiqued Brass,
£84.80, Jim Lawrence - SOOTHING GREEN Ambleside absolute
matt emulsion, £54.50 for 2.5ltr, Little Greene - SCALLOP
DETAIL Cecily woven wool/cotton runner in Mustard/Pink, £95,
Oliver Bonas < GICLEE PRINT Buddleja in Navy art print, from £25,
Abigail Borg © RUSTIC APPEAL Levi bathroom stool in fir and oak,
£95, Sweetpea and Willow ©° MADE IN SWEDEN Sophia cushion

cover in Indigo, £123, Cathy Nordstrom © HIGH-GLOSS

FINISH Bobina Bobble hand-carved mangowood mirror in

Chinese Red, £895, Oka ©* TRADITIONAL BEAUTY 150i electric
range cooker in Dusky Pink, from £12,600, Everhot © VINTAGE
SOUL Auberge Green patterned wall and floor tiles, £46.80sqm,
Porcelain Superstore " CONTEMPORARY ELEGANCE Marino
armchair in Dark Wood, from £1,650, Ercol
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GIFTS & E-GIFT CARDS. MAXIMUM BASKET VALUE E£300; OFFER

TERMS & CONDITIONS CODE VALID UNTIL23:59PM ON 30 JUNE
CANNOT BE USED ON MULTFDELIVERY CHECKOUT

2023. EXCLUDES MONOPOLY COLLECTIONS, SUBSCRIPTION

READER OFFER

Save 15%0 with Biscuiteers

Send asweel treat o aloved one orindulge voursell with exquisite
hand iced biscuits [rom Biscuiteers delivered to the door

iscuiteers, the original hand-iced
biscuit company, has beenselling
beautiful, iced biscuits since 2007,
Fach delicious biscuitis intricately
hand-iced by artists (of which there are
currently over 100) at the Ministry of Biscuits
in Wimbledon. The brand is renowned for
its beautifully designed collections and
personalised gifts, making them the perfect
present for that special person.

READER OFFER

As atreat for Country Homes & Interiors readers,
Biscuiteers is giving you 15% off your next order.
Gotobiscuiteers.com and enter thecode

1SHOMES at checkout.

C=0l BISCUITEERS (=0

HOMES

FGARDENS
Find the best in design and decoration online

ATARAEE » IR =.

PHOTOGRAPHS JAKE CURT IS ANMAICK GUITTE M BRENT CAREY, FABRIC M FREYDESKMN

= The home of inspiring ideas = Access to the best experts
» Informative practical features and buying advice

homesandgardens.com
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VAX Platinum SmartWash

Kills over 99% of bacteria for a deep, antibacterial clean®.

With next generation motion sense technology, the VAX SmartWash washes when
pushed forwards and dries when pulled back - it's effortlessly simple to use.
Cleaning better than the UK's leading rental*, it's the smart solution to a deep clean.

When Life Gets Messy, Get VAX.

vax.co.uk

tWhen used with VAX Platinum Antimicroblal salution, use biocddes salely, abways read the label & product information bolore use :
*Claaning affectivenass on carpatl, lested according o IEC 42885-3:2074 part 5.2.1. For further information emall clalmainfodVAX .co. uk VAXLIKI 965




YORKSHIRE HOUSE

LIVING AREA ‘Replaci

a 4m-long radiator

the window get,
so we.d over

s to disguise it,’
aela. Chandelier,

ng & Reynolds

ed home in thel
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sfirst-time buyers we were keen to
find a project we could develop over
time,ideally in a quiet,rural spot,
says Michaela Shoebridge."We'd
beenrenting locally for two years,
keeping a keen eye on properties that
were coming onto the market - and
this four-bedroom bungalow, in the
countryside on the outskirts of Hull,
was perfect. We loved that the rooms
were well proportioned and logically

laid out on one level. [thad a generous footprint, large back garden
and bags of potential toextend and add value.’

The property had been builtin the 1980s and although itneeded
updating,itwasn’tin bad condition. The majority of the house had

been decorated in magnolia, apart
fromajazzy red kitchen! The layout
had a cohesive feel, however, with all
the rooms leading from an L-shaped
hallway. One side opensinto the
living, dining and conservatory area,
which has a central fireplace to create
adivide between them, with the
kitchen and utility room accessed
fromthe dining area. Onthe other
side of the hall are the bedrooms,
study and family bathroom.

‘Unfortunately, we had abig
setback while we were waiting for the
sale to go through -the Northhad a
severe cold snap and the water tank
froze,causing the pipesto burstand
flood the entire house,” explains
Michaela. “There wasalot of water
damage which had to be addressed
before we could think aboutanything
else.Our priority was toremove the
old water tank and replace itwith a
new combi boiler which we relocated
to the utility room’. The main
bathroom was re-fitted, with extra
space created by the removal of the
water tank, allowing for ashower and
small bath. They also removed an old
fireplace toreveal the brickwork,
installing a double-sided log burner
thatserves both the living room and
dining area.

The kitchen and utility room have
also been given a full makeover. We
were conscious of not overspending

48 | COUNTRY HOMIS &\ INTERIORS

AT HOME WITH

OWNERS Slovakian born
Michaela Shoebridge lives
here with her partner Lee,
who works in sales and
marketing, along with their
four cats, Frank, Christian,

Bella and Eddie.

HOUSE A four-bedroom
bungalow built in the 1980s
in East Yorkshire.

in thisarea,as we have plans to extend
and move the kitchen at some pointin
the future, she says. So, existing units
were updated with a vinyl coating,
while floor-to-ceiling cabinets were
builtin an unused area for extra
storage and to house an integrated
fridge/freezer. Lights were replaced
and radiators were covered. Each
room was alsoreplastered and
decorated, and characterful barn
doors and ceiling beams added to

the living areas.

‘Aside from the flood, before we’'d
even gotthe keys, our biggestissue
was working with alimited budget.
Thiswas squeezed even further with
the onset of the pandemic, which
really pushed up the costof labour
and materials. We were forced to
reassess our plans for the house and
become more creative with ideas,
swapping structural changes for
more achievable aesthetic
alterations, Michaela
continues. We also
realised thatwe could
drastically cut costs by
taking on the work
ourselves, obsessively
researching whatwas
required for each stage,
and watching hours of
DIY tutorials online. Every
step of the way we have
gained new skills,and
despite the steep learning
curve,our confidence
has grown,and our plans
have become bigger and
more ambitious.’

The couple has created
ahome full of warmth and character.
‘Twanted the décor to be smartbut
make the space feel calm and
relaxing,and we’ve achieved this
by using asoft colour palette, natural
elements and modern design touches.
We'vereally thoughtabout how
to mix rustic, natural and modern
elementsin an understated and
uncluttered way. I think the house
now hasareal sense of calm and
continuity,and aunique, high-end
look which hasn’t broken the bank.
It’s better than we could have ever
envisaged itwould be!’

Follow Michaela on Instagram
(@mishkashoe
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YORKSHIRE HOUSE

LIVING AREA A white lkea
cabinet has been upcycled with
black paint and black gaffer tape
to help tie it in with the rest of

the room. Rug, Next. Cabinet, —
Ikea. Fora sm'i}ar'armdmff;;
tr Dunelm
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YORKSHIRE HOUSE
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KITCHEN With plans to extend
in the future, they repurposed
the existing kitchen by having
the cabinets, worktops and walls
professionally wrapped in vinyl.
Self-adhesive vinyl, Cover Styl.

Pendants and shades, Ferm Living

GARDEN Outside in the
garden, modern furniture gives
the patio area a relaxed vibe,
perfect for when people come
to visit. For a similar bar table
set and outdoor armchairs,

try Garden Trading
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DINING ROOM Wood beams
were added to the ceiling for

a modern, Scandi-inspired look.
It has a visual impact the minut
you walk through the front door.
Chairs reupholstered in boucle
fabric from Fabrics Galore London

DINING ROOM The dinin
table was inspired by somethin
they had seen on Pinterest. They
attached an lkea desktop to an

MDF base overlaid with vertical
lengths of dowelling. Try Gubi
moon dining table, Royal Design
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\
DINING.ROOM Wooden
beams, exposed and limewashed
brick and a double-sided wood
burner have helped\ to unify
both the living and dining areas.
For similar sliding barn doors,

try DoorMate
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YORKSHIRE HOUSE

MICHAELA’S COUNTRY LIFE

SIMPLE PLEASURES ‘We are surrounded by the countryside and whatever
window you look through there is beautiful greenery, so it felt very natural
to bring the outside in.’

LESSONS LEARNT ‘You can make changes without spending thousands;
it’s okay to upcycle and make something work until you can afford
the real deal.’

NEW DIRECTIONS ‘At the start of the renovation, we began an Instagram
account — (@mishkashoe - to document our journey. Fast forward three
years and I’'m now a full-time interiors content creator. It’s opened up

so many doors for me!

BATHROOM A small BATHROOM A vanity unit with
reconfiguration created enough built-in storage keeps everything
room for a shower and a small tucked away out of sight.

bath. The combination of Moroccan Impressions porcelain
patterned floor tiles and wall tiles floor tiles, Ca’ Pietra. Vanity unit
in a herringbone design adds and basin, both Crosswater. For
visual interest. Bath, Drench a similar stool try, La Redoute
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YORKSHIRE HOUSE

MASTER BEDROOM

Michaela designed and fitted
a bespoke headboard along the

back wall to add a touch of

comfort and luxury. Duvet cover; |
pillowcases, both La Redoute

FEATURE MARISHA TAYLOR
PHOTOGRAPHS JAMES FRENCH
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FEATURE ALICE HUMPHRYS

BARN R

Use texture to warm up a neutral

1SPECKLED STYLE Lucy terrazzo side table, £295, HKliving

at Rose & Grey 2 GEOMETRIC SURFACE Design Pattern D

wall and floor tile, £48.19sq m, London Tile Company 3 STRONG
SILHOUETTE Miata concrete table lamp base in Charcoal with rattan
shade, £229, Livingetc Collection at Lights and Lamps 4 RATTAN
DETAIL Eichholtz Romee chair in Black, £1,150, Sweetpea and Willow
5 MODERN COUNTRY Harvest two-door cupboard in Meteor with

STYLE STORY

AIlISING
space like Michaela Shoebridge

2

lower oak shelf, £895, Perch and Parrow 6 SMOOTH CURVES
Kigumi round dining table, available in three finishes, £1,230, Case at
Heal’s 7 STONEWARE DESIGN Halfdan vase, £52.50, Bloomingyville
at Cuckooland 8 AVAILABLE IN GREIGE Bubbled plant pot in
White, £29.99, H&M 9 COSY WOOL Sheepskin cushion cover in
Natural with linen back, £90, Toast 10 DIAMOND PATTERN
Amouage rug in Cream, from £199, Carpetright

COUNTRY TTOMES &INTERIORS
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So, you're feeling
feelings of unrequited
love in a grand hallway
adorned with statues

and their strategically
placed fig leaves.

Then you're going to want Red Ochre.
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IT’S A FEELING
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KITCHEN After unblocking the
fireplace, Becky finished the
alcove with beautiful Delft tiles.
Faded Delft tiles, The Baked Tile
14 .'n; Company. Ceramic pendant,
- I‘I "':"_The French House. Chair in
"‘;%ﬂ J/ E'Roses Blue fabric, Kate Forman
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LINCOLNSHIRE COTTAGE

WORTH
THE WAIT.

L\ i
| A‘
i
3
-
b &

‘ Becky Eades poured her heart and soul into

o

’

this former blacksmith’s cottage, turning it |

into a bright, pretty home for her family

KITCHEN Becky designed the
layout and painted the units
herself. Cabinets, Sambourne
Kitchens. Painted in Shadow
White; island in Hardwick White,
both Farrow & Ball. Tea towel
and vintage pots, Decorative
Country Living. For similar
stools (left), try'Weathered

oak counter stools, Cox & Cox
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he had resisted stepping into the
dated,derelict cottage for almost
ayear,but when Becky Eades finally
setupaviewing, she realised that
the property was exactly what she
wanted - and didn’t want - in equal
measure. After completing our first
house renovation, the last thing my

husband and I were after was another

project, Becky says.
The couple’s first home had been
perfect for them and daughter, lona.
But when Becky found out she was
expecting their second child, Fyfe,
in 2016, she knew they would soon
outgrow it. Spotting the larger,
dilapidated property online, Becky
had concerns about the amount of
work required. Despite continuing
to house-hunt,nothing ticked all the
boxes,and I'd often find myselftaking a little detour to see
whether that cottage was still on the market,’ she reveals.

Noticing that the price had dropped, the couple decided
to take a closer look. ‘The whole place was covered in
Virginia creeper when we first visited, she recalls."We
could hardly get through the front door. But even though
itwas dark, riddled with damp, and in amuch sorrier state
than anticipated, all I could see was potential. [ felt the
cottage had been waiting for me and that[ had torescueit.

With their offer accepted, the family moved in during
June 2017. ‘Tt was pretty overwhelming, especiallyas I
was juggling two young children, my job, and the project,
says Becky. ‘The cottage hadn’tbeen touched since the
1970s. The kitchen was old-fashioned, the carpets
were burgundy, there was dark panelling, a pale-brown
bathroom, and all the rotten windows and doors needed
replacing, she adds.

To transform their gloomy acquisition into the bright,
modern country home that Becky envisaged, the first job
was to damp-proofthe ground floor."We ended up living
upstairs and using whatis now the children’s playroom as
atemporary kitchen, complete with a camping stove,’ says
Becky.In September, a friend came to live with the family
forseveral weeksto help them tackle the nextstage of the

62 | COUNTRY HOMIS & INTERIORS

renovation. Ttwas all hands on deck,’ Becky
explains. ‘We stripped the cottage and rejigged
the kitchen layout to gain better access to the
utility room and back garden beyond.’

Aswell asupdating the electrics and
plumbing, the builder helped them unblock
chimney breastsin the sitting room and kitchen,
and pull down false ceilings to expose the
original beams. From the outset, Becky had a
clear vision of how the cottage, which had once
been home to the village blacksmith,should
look. Twanteditto be brightand filled with a
mixture of my French and English treasures,’
she says. T'm avery visual person and, once
I'vegotanideainmind,I'll work outaway
of bringing that to fruition within our budget,
whether that’s sourcing from antiques shops
and eBay to discover just the right pieces, or
getting hands-on to upcycle bargain finds.’

After the new kitchen was fitted, and all rooms
were habitable,the couple took a break from
renovating for a couple of years, before
launching into the second phase. “The tired
bathroom was an awkward shape and I could
see that by placing afreestanding bath under
the eaves,we could free up space to create a
lovely, relaxing sanctuary, says Becky. Other
jobsincluded fitting a fireplace and panelling
in the main bedroom, panelling the children’s
bedrooms, and redecorating throughout.

The resultis a cottage that’s jam-packed
with pretty fabrics, plus vintage and antique
furniture that Becky has gathered over the
years. My mother inspired me to start collecting
whenIwasateenager and [ haven’tstopped
since, Beckyreveals. Now, virtually everything
in our home hasamemory attached toit,and
that's what makesitreally special to us. We all
feelsoprivileged and luckytolive hereinsuch
abeautiful village where we’ve been made to
feelincredibly welcome.’

OWNERS Becky Eades, her
husband and their children,
lona, eight, and Fyfe, six.

HOUSE A semi-detached,
four-bedroom former
blacksmith’s cottage,

dating back to the early 1800s.



LINCOLNSHIRE COTTAGE

Newark Antiques Fair.
~ For similar cushion fabric,

3 bag_es & Roses
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EXTERIOR Becky designed
a new porch for the pretty
limestone cottage, featuring
pantiles to match the roof,
and repainted the front door
and shutters. Door painted
in Pigeon, Farrow & Ball

SITTING ROOM While
renovating the cottage, the
couple created window seats
with built-in storage. Curtain

in Meggernie in Raspberry on
White linen, Cabbages & Roses.
Jute pouffe, Dunelm



LINCOLNSHIRE COTTAGE

(3 B * b
I'mavery visual person and, once I've got

anideain mind, I'll work outa way of bringing

it to fruition within our budget

SITTING ROOM The fireplace
decorated with hops is a cosy
focal point. Similar woodburner,
Jotul. Sofas, SofaSofa. Try Skye
jute rug, John Lewis & Partners.
Lampshade in Peony & Sage
grainsack, by Hearts & Glitter
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FYFE’S BEDROOM Panelling
is the ideal backdrop for this
playful nautical theme. For
similar curtain fabric, try Studio
G Skipper in Marine, Clarke &
Clarke. Panelling in Light Blue,
Farrow & Ball. Rabbits, Maileg




LINCOLNSHIRE COTTAGE

Floral

nishing touch

| space. Try
quilt;

SIS oy guml 9950 o 90T 5100 190 g Yo ¢ SlEND (3 v Euio ISt 0180 00T
@ Enekas.Academ Enekas.Academ



' Enekas.Academ)



FEATURE JANET MCMEEKIN
PHOTOGRAPHS RACHAEL SMITH

LINCOLNSHIRE COTTAGE

SIMPLE PLEASURES ‘Being cocooned in country village life. We have
great neighbours and feel very connected to the community.’

FAVOURITE VIEW ‘When we walk out of the door and down our lane, there
are incredible views. We can watch the sun set. It’s very special to us.’

SHOP AT ‘Decorative Country Living (decorativecountryliving.com)|
based in a converted chapelin a Lincolnshire village and run by
Amanda Knox. She sells lovely, one-off vintage pieces for the home.’

GO FOR AMEALAT ‘Doddington Hall Cafe (doddingtonhall.com)lis where
| often meet my mother for lunch or afternoon tea. The food is fresh,

seasonal and delicious, plus we have a mooch around Home shop.’

GARDEN Becky’s eye for MAIN BEDROOM This tranquil
design extends to the cottage space with its dove-grey palette
garden. Virtually everything in has a particularly romantic feel.
our home has a special memory Headboard in Mary French Blue
attached to it,’ she says. ‘I felt on Natural Linen, Cabbages &
the cottage had been waiting for Roses. Panelling in Shadow

me and that | had to rescue it.’ White, Farrow & Ball

COUNTRY HONMES & INTERIORS T 69
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STYLE STORY

Create a cottage look like Becky Eades’ with tonal prints and pre-loved finds
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FINISHING TOUCH Tassel bunting in White, £19.99 for 4m, Green © HOME CLASSIC Traykins rectangle tray in solid oak, from P
Room To Grow * PRETTY RUFFLES Beca ceramic pendant in £49, Loaf ' TIMELESS DESIGN Bluebell 2.5 seat sofa in Vermeer 3
White with Antique Brass fittings, £65, Laura Ashley at Dar Lighting linen in Wishful, £2,490,[Sofa.com © BLOCK PRINT Pippa cushion in é
SOLID WOOD Shaker bar stool in weathered elm, £149, Turquoise, £80, The French Bedroom Company ©* SUFFOLK MADE 2
Where Saints Go < KITCHEN STAPLE Double oven glove in Hand-thrown stoneware large mug in White with speckled glaze, £30, w
Chequerboard in Indigo, £42, Joy of Print x Tori Murphy Path Homeware ' GUSTAVIAN GREY Frederik mirror with E
VINTAGE TOUCH Blue Floral quilt in cotton, £69, Graham and decorative frame, £220, Sweetpea and Willow w
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* ON SALE NOW! ~*

Your complete guide to
relaxed rustic living

Discover stunning rustic homes that are effortlessly simple yet
filled with personality, plus simple craft ideas and delicious
recipes to entertain and delight

Sy
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Subscribe now &

recerve an exclusive

mug: sel

e Beautiful hand-painted mugs with spring patterns

e Never miss an issue — for yourself or a friend

e Free home delivery direct to your door

Visit |www.magazinesdirect.com/chjun2_3|
or call 0330 333 1113 and quote B68Y

Offer closes 5 June 2023. Offer open to new subscribers only. Direct Debit offer is available to UK subscribers only. £47.99 payable by annual Direct Debit.
We will notify you in advance of any price changes. Please allow up to six weeks for delivery of your first subscription issue (up to eight weeks overseas).
Payment is non-refundable after the 14 day cancellation period unless exceptional circumstances apply. Welcome gift(s) are only available to new UK print
and bundle subscribers. Your gift will be delivered separately within 60 days after your first payment has cleared. Offer is not available to overseas or digital

subscribers. In the unlikely event that we run out of this gift, we promise to offer you an alternative gift of the same or greater value.

For full terms and conditions, visitjwww.magazinesdirect.com/terms. [For enquiries please call +44 (0) 330 333 1113. Lines are open Monday to Friday,
8.30am to 7pm and Saturday 10am-3pm UK time or emaillhelp(@magazinesdirect.com] Calls to 0330 numbers will be charged at no more than a national

landline call, and may be included in your phone provider’s call bundle.
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PROMOTIONAL FEATURE
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T'he Contemporary
Collection wool carpets

Add warmth, colour and texture underfoot with the
Country Homes & Interiors carpets and rugs range at Fibre IFlooring

eredelighted to have collaborated  soft Twill and stylish Chevron, both suitable for

with British flooring brand all areas of the home. The collection comes as
Fibre to create The Contemporary abroadloom in 4m and 5m widths, or take your In partnership
Collection of 100% wool carpets pick of rugs and runners with complementary with

and rugs. Wonderfully warm and cocooning, borders. Prices start at £88.50 sqm.

yetoutstandingly hardwearing, the range is

inspired by the colours of nature, from sof' FIND OUT MORE

cream and subtle greytorich ochre and To order free swatches, locate your nearest

clear blue, perfect for a country-style home. retailer and discover more about the range, visit

There are two weaves to choose from:nubbly, lfibretlooring.com/TheContemporaryCollection
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FEATURE ANDREA CHILDS

Beauty and utility defined the designs of William
Morris, soit’s fitting that the new Morris & Co collection
encapsulates both. The Outdoor Performance range
comprises 25 fabrics in the brand’s historic patterns,
made in UV- and water-resistant, wipeable, anti-
microbial, colour-fast finishes. That’s pretty clever...
Cushion in Fruit Stripe in Indigo, £115m, Morris & Co

COUNTRY HTOMES & INTERIORS
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Chunky checks bring a joyful
sl

interiors and can't help but raise a smile.

Choose adesignrendered in gentle pastel

shades soitdoesn’t overwhelm the space

COUNTRY TABLE
Woodhouse Check frilly
tablecloth, £175; cushions and

blind in Harbour Stripe cotton in
Mustard, £75m, all Tori Murphy

FLOWER ROOM

Wallpaper, Picnic Sun by
Langelid/von Bromssen. For a
similar design, try Picnic In The
Park wallpaper in Lemon Bonbon,

£43 aroll, Lust Home >

{
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1
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Combine gingham With aruffle or frill
tosoftenits geometrlc design. Layer on
style by playing with the scale of the

check across curtains and cushions

RUSTIC KITCHEN
Curtain in Arlington Vintage
Weave in Sage, £46.80m,

Prestigious Textiles

BREAKFAST NOOK

Ercol Ancona breakfast
table, £699; Ercol Heritage
chair, £299, both Furniture
Village. For a similar cushion,
try Anyday gingham

cushion in Acacia, £20,

John Lewis & Partners >
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FEATURE ANDREA CHILDS

DECORATING

I'or all their pep and personality, checks
don’tneed to be the main eventin your
scheme. A gingham valance or cushion

isall youneed to add a touch of cheer

COTTAGE CORNER . .Fl rz.
Otley two-seater sofa in Ticking , : . | u; ' . ol 0 i
Stripe Green, £1,449; Trio Stripe | , - ' - BB EREE RSN

N = I'H'Ee N E R E

cushion in Garnet, £30; Anyday
i'N N yNEN BRE N

gingham cushion in Blue, £20;

Anyday velvet cushion in Garnet, - 1 L e = B ‘ll B (] l" ]
£20; Antique brass lamp, £175; ' g | pa N 1'# S NN E W
velvet pouffe in Pale Pink, £70; L : HaRs

Clemence display cabinet, £999,

all John Lewis & Partners

SUBTLE TOUCH

Valance in Vintage Check linen
in Natural, £132m, Inchyra

@ Enekas.Academ ©] Enekas.Academ
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OUTDOOR
ROOMS

Make the most of your garden during
the summer months by creating a
relaxing space to gather outside

LIVING WALLS

Planting is intrinsic to the garden, however
itcan domuch more than make a space feel
pretty. Surrounding your seating area with
climberswill achieve a cocooning effect, while
evergreen shrubswill helpto delineateitand
make your seating spot feel more cosy. ‘If you
have an area surrounded by trees, flowerbeds
or shrubs,itmakes your outdoor living room
feel more intimate and inviting, especially in
the evening with the addition of candles and
lanterns, says Sue Jones, co-founder at Oka.
“Tryto pick somewhere relatively close to the
house soyouwon’thave to carry trays of drinks
or platters of food acrossthe garden.” >
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Weybourne

- 4y > e three-seater sofa,
A S e £1,095; corner

A N e 5 i Lot 45 b g | . . extension, £650;
o » % ‘H“g‘;-. e g _ My oé - L e RS R @l \ armchair, £495, C83



Henley glass and teak
dining table with four
Richmond armchairs,

£2,799, Bridgman

GET SETTLED

Treatthe purchase of outdoor furniture in the
same way that you would search for aliving
room sofa. Try out different piecesto ensure
optimum comfort,and consider whether the
scale of the pieces will work on your patio or
deck.‘It’s easy to consider your home and
garden as separate but by unifying the two

84 | COUNTRY HOMES & INTERIORS

spaces you can create a sense of cohesion.
Optfordesignsthatalign with the style of your
home, whether that’s contemporary, colourful
or classic while being durable enough to remain
outdoors, suggests Francesca Hadland, styling
expertfor Bridgman. The sethere would look
stunning in either agarden or conservatory.
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THROWING SHADE

Wealllove the summer, buthaving aspace

to escape therays can be vital to the enjoyment
of an alfresco space. There are anumber of ways
toshield your outdoor seating area. Trees can
create anatural canopy;a pergola can provide
dappled shade, especially when combined with
climbing plants; or you could install asail or

INTERIOR DESIGN

screen thatcanbeleftupall year.Fora
temporary shaded oasis, suspend a beautiful
lace sheet over a dining table or seating areato
provide respite from the heat of the day. Metal
washers will protect the fabric from tearing
atthe corners. Add to the charm by dressing
apainted wooden table with layers of linen. >

The lace curtain

panel, £150, Pearl
Lowe, is similar to
this design




Sisal-look easy care

chevron rug in

Granite, £51sq m,
Fibre Flooring
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FLOORING FLOW

Laying the sametiles in the kitchen and on the
patio instantly connects the two spaces, making
the outside area feel integrated into the rest

of your home.Once this link is established, an
outdoor rug canreally elevate the space. ‘Rugs
work well underneath dining tables and sofas,
and will add warmth and character,in the same
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way they would indoors. Practicality is key and
you will need to choose a wipe-clean, shower-
resistant material, such as polypropylene, to
ensureitcontinues tolook beautiful, explains
Julian Downes at Fibre Flooring. If you are
working with an oversized or small space then
consider abespoke rug to ensure the perfectfit.’



INTERIOR DESIGN

STARRY NIGHTS

Anoutdoor living space comesinto its own once them through your fence or style them around
the sun sets. ‘Festoon lights draped overhead your decking for showstopping sparkle,’ says
will add instant charm and will work well to Liz Brennan, head of gardening at Dobbies. For
elevate your garden all year round. String lights a cosy look that’s on-trend and sustainable, solar
are a fantastic value option if you're looking to lanterns can be placed around your seating area
make animpactwithoutspending afortune,and  togivealovely warmglow - try grouping

come in avariety of styles and colours. Wind together a few lanterns of different sizes.’
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CREATE A BOUTIQU

HO'TEL BEDROOM

Give your bedroom a sophisticated, curated facelift with

expertinsight from Ottalie Stride and Camilla Clarke,

creative directors of design firm, Albion Nord

outique hotels are in the business of
creating characterful and relaxing
bedroomsthat ooze personality while
also ensuring agood night’s sleep.
Butwhy should these design secrets be reserved
for professional spaces? Ottalie Stride and
Camilla Clarke, creative directors at Albion
Nord, who have over 15 years of combined
experience ininterior design,share their tips
forachieving thisluxe look athome.

‘Your bed defines your bedroom both in terms
of space and function. While we always
recommend dressing your bed in crisp, white
linen, there are still plenty of opportunities to
bring individuality to the room. Patterned
headboards offer a great way to add vibrancy
and texture, as do throws and cushions.’

‘There are norulesregarding the palette for a
hotel room. However, we often find that keeping
the colours here light and fresh creates asense
of calm and serenity, which is welcomed when
you are away and isjust as important while at
home.Introduce singular pops of colour on
curtains, armchairs and cushions to add interest
without being overpowering.’

‘Think about pieces that are commonplace in
hotels thatyou love to stay in - almost every one
willinclude a writing desk, accent chair and
wardrobe.Itis alsoimportant to ensure power
points are accessible for charging phones - we

88 | COUNTRY HOMES & INTERIORS

oftenintegrate charging padsinto drawers
in bedside tables. Accessible light switches
above the bedsides are also amust.’

‘It’s the little things that create a holiday feel.
Whether you are looking to treat yourself or
give guests awarm welcome, asleep balm and
room spray on the bedside tablewill help to
create the perfectambience.Itisniceif these
alsomatch the brand of hand soap, shampoo
and conditioner in your bathroom or en suite.
No hotel experience is complete without a tea
tray. Vintage trays dressed with teas, coffee and
akettle,and a decanter of water on the bedside
tablesare nice touches too. Details like these
will elevate your bedroom and make the time
you spend there alittle more luxurious.”

‘Creating a boutique hotel feel doesn’thave to
costthe earth - you justneed to prioritise when
tospend and when to save. Investin comfort -
good mattresses and bedlinen add the most
excellentsense of luxuryto a hotel room.
Savings can be made in sourcing vintage and
antique pieces,such as armchairs or wardrobes,
which can be picked up inexpensively.’

PILLOW TALK

A shapely upholstered headboard
and an abundant pile of pillows
(all the better for sitting up

for breakfast in bed) will give a
bedroom a boutique hotel look

PHOTOGRAPH EDMUND SUMNER

FEATURE HOLLY REANEY
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A durable and hardw

an setyour desi
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caring floorjis ajpractical ®

necessity in any kitchen - and a beautiful material

RECLAIMED BRICK

A kitchen floor must be durable and preferably easy to
maintain, but your choiceisnot justabout practicality -
itcan be afeature thatenhancesthe style of your space,
adding character and charm, as the original brick floor in
this converted Suffolk barn suggests. Farmhouse kitchens
always work well with a combination of new and old or

on (,)ff to perfection

Sebastian Cox
kitchen by deVOL,
from £15,000,
deVOL

antique elements, says Helen Parker, creative director of
deVOL.Ifyou are lucky enough to have an original brick
floor,itmay require cleaning and repair to bring it back to
life: the surfaces can be porous,allowing a build up of dirt
and stains, so,if in doubt, consult a specialist for advice. Or
scour architectural salvage yards for reclaimed options. >
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Hand-crafted
Shaker kitchen,
from £10,000,
Olive & Barr

WOOD

‘Parquet, herringbone and chevron floors are popularin
kitchens astheyadd interest to otherwise straight lines,
while streamlined planks add asense of space in smaller
areas, says Natalie Mudd, creative director of The Wood
Flooring Co.Choose between solid and engineered
wood flooring — an engineered wood floor has a top layer
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of solid wood bonded to alayer of strong plywood and
astabilising counter layer. This layering balances out

the tensionsin the wood and prevents it from bending or
swelling in areas of changing moisture, such as the kitchen,’
explains Natalie. Wood floors do require maintenance
and mayrequirere-sealing,re-lacquering orre-oiling.




KITCHEN DESIGN

1

Havana White

Garden porcelain
tiles, £59.39sq m,
CTD Tiles

TILE

Fired atvery high temperatures, porcelain tiles are robust, natural stone, wood, concrete, terrazzo to ultra-realistic
non-porous, highly stain and scratch resistant, making effect,as well asinimaginative patterns thatcan add
them an especially popular choice for kitchens,” says individuality to your design. They can also work well in
Amanda Telford, creative manager, C'TD Tiles. Thanks indoor-outdoor kitchens, as the same design (usually in
toadvancesin digital image technology,itisnow athicker variant) can sometimes be used externally, but
possible to buy porcelain tiles that mimic the look of check suitability with your supplier before purchase. >
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Hazlebury
limestone, seasoned
finish, £129sq m,
Ca’ Pietra

NATURAL STONE

‘Asitsimply becomes better with age, n atural stone
works well as akitchen floor,” says Hamish Smith, creative
director of Artisans of Devizes and Ca’ Pietra. If you are
looking for something with timeless character,itis a great
choice.” Asanatural material, each slab of imestone or
marble isunique,adding toits beauty. However, stone is
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typically more porous than materials such as porcelain,
andit’srecommended thatyoure-seal it every year,so seek
recommendations from your supplier.‘Clean up any spills
immediately, dab dry and we suggest vacuuming natural
stone too, continues Hamish. “When washing natural stone,
make sureitis with as little water as possible.



FEATURE AMELIA THORPE

TERRACOTTA

‘Using textured tilesin a kitchen, like these terracotta ones,
isagreatway of injecting personality into aspace, advises
Will Eaves, international design co-ordinator, British
Standard by Plain English. “The rustic tones instantly add
warmth and softness to the kitchen.” Will suggests varying
thelook by laying simple square tilesin a diamond pattern

Kitchen cupboards,
from £590 each,
British Standard

by Plain English

KITCHEN DESIGN

Should a kitchen
floor be light.

dark or
patterned?

It makes sense to select your
flooring at the same time as
the cabinetry and worktop.
Compare samples of the
materials to see if you like
their harmony or are you
looking for more contrast?

Rich, dark timber or tiles
can ground a pale kitchen,
adding interestand
definition to the space.

Alight or neutral floor can
be used to enhance the sense
of space, especially if you

opt for large format tiles
which minimise grout lines
or use a seamless material
such as concrete.

Natural tones are ideal if
you want to create a sense
of flow between indoor and
outdoor spaces.

Patterned tiles or LVT
(luxury vinyl tiles) can ramp
up the impact of the floor
and be used to zone different
areas of an open-plan
kitchen-living-dining space.

or opting for ahexagonal tile. Terracotta (cooked earth)
ismade from clay,moulded into shape and baked ata high
temperature. Tiles are typically porous and need to be
sealed,and thenre-sealed every couple of years (check
requirements with your supplier), so thisis a choice if

you are happy to embrace the beauty and patina of age.

COLNTRHY HOMES & INTERIORS
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Flapping tablecloths and flyaway
napkins are the bane of outdoor
entertaining. Keep your tabletop
anchored by opting for neat
placemats and knotting napkins
around cutlery. Short-stemmed
tumblers and nightlightholders
defyknock-over breezes.

Hastings ribbed jug, £30; Moreton wine
glasses, £40 set of four; Portobello china
collection in White, from £8; Soft Blue
fringed napkins, £28 set of four; Ribbed
domed candle holder, £18; Bruton cutlery,
£165 set of 24, all The White Company

Opposites attract when small-scale
geometrics and dainty florals come
together. Layer cloths, crockery and
cutlery for apile-on of pattern and
print,and don’t worry about making
each place setting match. Use a
varied selection of vintage plates
for aunique touch.

Tapestry tablecloth, from £195; Diamond
Star napkin, £45 for two, all Joy of Print
x Tory Murphy. For similar cutlery, try
Les Ottomans five-piece cutlery set, £65,
Matches Fashion. For vintage tableware,

try charity shops, eBay and Etsy

,.,bla g’uﬂ':”# uﬂj’ﬁ‘i Ghﬁj’# 9 WYl ¢ bl

ENTERTAINING

Use new orrepurposed bottles as
candle holders and dotthem along
the gardentable,readytolightup
the occasion as the sun goes down.
For an extradecorative effect, fill
the bottles with water and push in
flowerheads or sprigs of rosemary
sotheyfloatinside.

Glass bottle candle holders with
candles, £17.99 for three; Sage fabric
runner, £12.99, all Ginger Ray >
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Gingham and checks are making
awelcomereturn to country styling.
How to make them look chic and not
twee? Ground them with bamboo-
handled cutlery and anatural raffia
placemat, offset with gleaming
glassware and silver details.

Ruffle gingham linen tablecloth, £189;
Classic gingham linen napkin, £16;
Scalloped Abaca placemat, £22; Basket
weave plate, from £76 set of four;
Silver Ivorine salt and rosewood pepper

mill set, £335; Sophia tealight holder, £30;
tumblers, £42 set of four, all Rebecca Udall

Sometimes, an effortless touchisall
ittakes.Foranatural, easy-going
place setting, tie alinen napkin into
aloose knot,add a piece of seasonal
fruit picked from the garden and
place ahandwritten name card to
indicate who sits where. A crisp white
linen cloth ensures the table feels
dressed and readyto go.

Maya dinner plate, £22.50; Artisan side plate,

£18, both Nkuku. Cutlery, from a selection,
Caravane. Glassware, from a selection,
Canvas Home. Hand-painted linen napkin,

£18, Allora. Place card, £21 for 25, Smythson

Take amodernapproach to
afternoon teawith an informal
yeteleganttable setting that’s still
worthy of aspecial occasion. The
luxeisinthe details - velvetribbons
used as napkin ties, a cake stand

to elevate the main event, and
candlelighteveninthe daytime
tosignal amoment toremember.

Rose table runner, £29; Rose napkins, £19
for four; Bees stoneware side plate, £11.50;

Bees cake stand, £59.50, all Sophie Allport
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FURNITURE
REFRESH

After aseasoninthe shed or under cover, it’s time to

spruce up your garden chairs and tables for a summer

of outdoor living. Here are our clean-up tips

venifyou've kept your outdoor
furniture covered over the winter,
chancesareitwillneed alittle TLC
beforeit’sreadyto grace your garden
again. Here’s how to give your furniture a
seasonal scrub-up ready for the summer.

Before cleaning wooden furniture, make sure
itis dry, then remove any loose dirt using a soft
brush. ‘Mix washing-up liquid with warm water
and use asponge or cloth toremove dirt before
leaving itto dry, says Rian Habergham, garden
furniture expertat Leisure Bench.

‘Many people think pressure washing is
the way forward, and although it might seem
satisfying as you watch your furniture change
colour,we’ve seen lovely pieces destroyed by
the powerful jets stripping away timber along
with the dirt, says Martin Young, founder of
handcrafted wooden garden furniture makers,
Sitting Spiritually. Instead, cleanitall over with
awood cleaner,giveitalightsand,thenapplya
saturating wood oil. This will keep your wooden
seats and tables strong and looking their best
fordecades.’ If you're choosing a specialist
cleaner over soap and water, look for a product
that’s harmless to plants, such as Net-Trol
exterior wood cleaner, £24.66 for 11tr, Owatrol.

Now it’s time to protect your wood. Teak oil
will shield your hardwood furniture from the
elements and keep itlooking new. Using arag,
apply the oil,rubbing itin gently and following
the grain. You can add more than one coat of
oil, butmake sure the firstone dries completely
before you apply the next.
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Start by removing any debris with asoft-bristled
brush ordry cloth."We suggest spraying metal
with a heavy-duty cleaner thatis safe on metals
and paints, says Paul McFadyen from Metals4U.
A multisurface kitchen cleaner can be sprayed
on to your furniture to tackle grime, then rinsed
off toremove soap residue that could damage
the metal. Once dry, sand and touch up rust
spots using enamel paint,such as Hammerite
metal smooth paint, £20 for 750ml, Wickes.

Synthetic rattanis weather resistantand easy to
clean,andis often treated with a UV-protective
coating. Use abrush toremove dirt,and getinto
the nooks and crannies with atoothbrush. Then
clean the furniture with warm soapy water and a
microfibre cloth. ‘Be gentle, otherwise you could
damage the finish. Pay attention to any metal
fixtures to ensure thatthey don’tgo rusty and
are treated properly, says Rian Habergham.
Natural rattan should be rejuvenated with oil.
‘If your rattan furniture is looking worse for
wear, use asoft cloth to rub some olive o1l into
the weave. This will reduce cracking and add
shine,makingitlook as good asnew, says Ryan
Schwarze, head of business at Luxury Rattan.

COME INTO THE GARDEN
Get your outdoor furniture ready
for your guests. Kensington

round dining table with six dining
armchairs, £4,499, Bridgman

FEATURE AMY CUTMORE AND IMANI COTTRELL
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Greenhouse growing

People in glass houses...grow amazing plants! Here’s what to consider

before investing in a greenhouse for your plot

irstrising to popularity during the

Victorian era,agreenhouse is amust

for any keen gardener. Offering awealth

of horticultural potential,it provides
asetting in which the increased control over
sunlightlevels, temperature and soil type
allows you to significantly extend the growing
season, inspite of the British weather.

Even with an unheated greenhouse, you can
delaythe effects of frost by several weeks,
maximising the yield of crops and protecting
plants from frostand dampness. A heated
greenhouse will help you continue your
horticultural efforts throughoutthe bleakest
months, let you cultivate tropical or sub-tropical
plants and advance the growing and harvest
periods by several weeks. However,a
greenhouse is one of the more costly additions
toagarden,soitis vital to choose the correct
design and right position to ensure success.

STYLES AND STRUCTURES
While there are endless designs, sizes and
shapes,there are only three main styles of
greenhouses. These are the lean-to greenhouse,
an abutting greenhouse and a freestanding
design. Each hasits own benefits and drawbacks.
A freestanding typeis the classic design and
stands on its own base - whether that’s soil or
slabs - and can be any shape and size.
Lean-to greenhouses require a pre-existing
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DESIGN TYPES
From left: Brick walls
create a solid base
for a freestanding
greenhouse;
National Trust
Hidcote aluminium

greenhouse,
£18,020, Alitex;
bespoke three-
quarter span
greenhouse, price

on request, White
Cottage Greenhouses

structure - such asa garden wall, house wall
or shed - to supportit. Highly compact, it can
alsobenefit from the residual heat from the wall,
which will bolster the growth of plantsinside.
Abutting greenhouses are a mix of lean-to
and freestanding designs. Like a freestanding
design,itstands onits own, butits fourth side
ismade up of an existing wall. The style of
greenhouse you choose will depend on the
space and structures available in your garden.

PERFECT PLACEMENT
For an efficientgreenhouse, the positionis
everything. ‘Your structure needstoreceive as
much sunlight as possible during all seasons
of the year. Avoid locating your greenhouse
inthe shadow of tall trees, boundary fences
orwallsas these will obstructlight,” explains
Tom Barry, CEO of Hartley Botanic.
‘Forlean-to greenhouses thatare placed
againstawall,asouth-facing positionisideal.
Forstand-alone structures, the ridge along the
top of the greenhouse should ideally run from
east towest, as thiswill allow the sun to run
along its longestside during the day, explains
Tom.Butlightisn’tthe only consideration.
“The location should catch prevailing winds
for ventilation purposes but equally not be too
exposed tothe cold, says Tom. ‘Access to water
and electricityis key,and a position on fertile
soilif youwanttoinstall growing beds.




MATERIAL MATTERS

TIMBER FRAME
RHS Portico
cedar greenhouse
with steep roof,

from £16,901,
Gabriel Ash

The material used for your greenhouse will
impact its price, aesthetic and durability.
Aluminium frames provide a secure, neat
framework and can offer slimmer sightlines,
thus maximising the amount of glazing.
Lightweight, aluminium frames will need
to be attached to the base with screws. The
material is also highly durable and will not
rot, fade or warp. ‘Aluminium has very few
downsides, although itis often a more
expensive material to use, says Daniel
Carruthers, director of Cultivar Greenhouses.

Wood offers a traditional look and will
blend perfectly with any style of garden.
Ttis also thermally efficient and provides
strong insulation properties, meaning your
greenhouse will maintain a steady internal
temperature, explains Daniel. However, the
humid atmosphere can cause structures to
warp, and often requires resealing every few
years to extend its life.

Modified timber, most popularly Accoya,
combines the aesthetic of solid wood with

RENOVATE & REPAIR

the durability of metal. Exceptionally stable,
itis rot-resistant and will not warp, swell
or shrink. ‘Accoyais also 30 per cent more
thermally efficient than other typical
hardwoods, providing the best growing
conditions for your plants,’ adds Daniel.
Galvanised steel is characterised by its
strength and weight, meaning itis very sturdy
- plusitis more affordable than aluminium.
‘Despite these properties, it can be susceptible
to rust, and the heaviness also makes it difficult
toinstall. It’s also hard to drill into, which
means adding fixings to help support your
precious plants is not easy, adds Daniel.
Plastic greenhouses offer a budget-friendly
option and are easy to install. However, this
does mean a compromise on durability and
your model is likely to last only a few years.

BASE OPTIONS

Therightbase can have transformative effects
onyour greenhouse’s security and longevity.
Greenhouses have either an open orintegral
base.’Anintegral base provides greater >
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strength and stability, which isideal if your
gardenisexposed to strong winds. An integral
base will also allow you to position your
greenhouse on prepared soil. We'd always
recommend choosing agreenhouse with an
integral base,” explains Andrew White, service
manager at Rhino Greenhouse. Open bases, as
their name suggests,rely on solid foundations.
Once you've decided on your base, youneed
to think aboutthe foundations. Thiswould
typically be hardstanding or soil.
‘Hardstanding bases generally consist of
either paving slabs,a concreted areaora
brick/block perimeter plinth - each will
provide astable,long-lasting foundation but
will costmoney. Hardstanding bases are helpful
if youare trying to level outasloping or uneven
site,as the hardstanding can be builtup or
dropped downin orderto create alevel base for
your greenhouse, continues Andrew.
Alternatively, you can optforasoil base. Thisis
cheaper and allows you to grow directlyinto the
ground, which has both benefits and drawbacks,
depending on the soil type in your garden. Only
particularly durable greenhouses can withstand
aless-secure soil base. The compromiseisa
perimeter base as ‘it provides the benefitof a
secure footing for your greenhouse, butallows
natural drainage, or the opportunity to grow
straightinto the soil, adds Andrew White.

THROUGHTHEWINDOW
Whenitcomesto glazing for your greenhouse,
your main options are Perspex or glass.
Perspexis favoured for its shatter-resistant,
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PEAK RETURNS
From left: Premium
8x12ft greenhouse
in Clay Grey, from
£3,799, Rhino
Greenhouses;
Handmade bespoke
Victorian classic
glasshouse, price
on request,

Hartley Botanic

SOURCEBOOK

lightweight durability and affordability and
formostgardeners, Perspex will be more than
suitable. However,if you are a passionate
gardener for whom only the best will do, then
glassisthe wayto go. ‘Glassisfar more effective
than Perspexoracrylic attrapping the heat
within agreenhouse and providing an insulated
environment,” explains Paul Hewitt, customer
care manager at Alitex.

Glass also brings classic style to your
greenhouse and will keepitslooks. If cleaned
properly, glass maintainsits transparency and
doesn’tdiscolour with age, meaning thatlight
transmissionisn’taffected, and your plants
areabletoabsorb all that sunlight,’ says Paul
Hewitt. There are also self-cleaning options
thatuse the sun’s UV raysto clear dirt. Always
ensure thatgreenhouse glassissafety glass so
thatitwill shatter safelyif broken, rather than
splintering and leaving small shards.

PLANNING PERMISSION

Inthe majority of cases,greenhouses are classed
as permitted developmentand don’tneed
planning permission. However, there are some
limits:it must be one storey; and itneeds to be
less than 2.5 metrestall and
notdisproportionate to the
size of your house.If you

live in a Conservation Area

CULTIVAR|cultivargreenhouses.co.ukf

HARTLEY BOTANIC

hartley-botanic.co.uk

ALITEX[alitex.co.uld

RHINO GREENHOUSES

oryour homeislisted then
additional rules will apply
restricting size, design and
location. For information

|greenhousesdirect.co.u|<1

visitplanningportal.co.uk|

FEATURE HOLLY REANEY PHOTOGRAPHS

KASIA FISZER, MATT AUSTIN
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In her new book Life in Five Senses (£14.99, Hachette),
happiness researcher Gretchen Rubin explores how to
engagein what we see, hear,smell, taste and touch for a
more mindful life. While we likely know our key sense,
we all have one that’s neglected and that could boost
wellbeing if we used it more. Find out yours with her
quiz atigretchenrubin.com/quiz/the-five-senses-quiz/
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& An ancient mulberry tree

reignited my love of plants

Alison Jenkins, horticulturalist at Damson Farm. Somerset

serendipitous house rental in London many
years agore-sparked alove of plants that would
eventuallyleadto a career change into garden
design and horticultural sustainability for
Alison Jenkins. Her first career was in the art world, but she
now runs successful workshops from her smallholding in
the tranquil Somerset countryside, near Bath.

‘Tloved London in my twenties and early thirties and as
I'dgrownup in asmall markettown in Shropshire it felt
really exciting to be somewhere where there was a lot
going on,” Alison explains. She studied foran MA in Art
History at Goldsmiths College while working in galleries,
organising exhibitions of contemporary art. But by the
time she was 35, her interest had started to wane. ‘I spent
my childhood in Shropshire, climbing trees, cycling
through country lanes,and nibbling raw runner beans
crisp fromthe vegetable patch. Living in London, [ began
feeling theneed to be closer to open countryside again.
The reality of being an exhibition organiseris that
youspend alotoftimeinan office in frontof ascreen

managing all the logistics and that was less appealing!’
Butitwas the property she was living in that provided the
impetus. Thad moved into a shared house in Camberwell
thathad an old conservatory with an established grapevine
and an ancient mulberry tree in the garden. Itreignited a
love of plants I'd experienced as ateenager,so I signed
up for a part-time RHS training course at the local college.
A further course in garden design with the English
Gardening School atthe Chelsea Physic Garden followed,
with Alison also taking charge of anearby allotmentand
setting up a London-based design practice. Buteventually,
the lure of open fieldsand arural life proved irresistible,
and she made the move from city to country.
Damson Farm liesin asheltered spotjust three miles
east of Bath, with picturesque views over the Cotswold >

ABOVE Damson Farm is nestled
in a quiet valley, just three miles
from the centre of Bath, in an
area once full of market gardens

LEFT Alison grows a wide range
of vegetables and salad crops

in her garden, which she tends
using permaculture principles

COUNTRY HOMES'& INTERIORS
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Hills. Alison was already familiar with the area through
tending the garden of alocal client.Tknew the valley well
and alwaysthoughtithad aspecial feel. [t was also once
full of market gardens and orchards so thatwas a clue
thatthe soil would be great for growing, she says. Once
settled, Alison started picking up work through word
of mouth. Her intuition paid off and the garden design
business quickly flourished. ‘Always listen to your
instinct,’ she advises, ‘and offer what you feel is unique
toyou and your experience. Be authentic: running a
businessis a huge commitmentbutifitaligns with your
passion and sense of purpose,itwill never feel like a chore.’
The space has developed organically over the 20
yearssince Alison moved here. Today, the smallholding
boastsariotof wild planting and areas of naturalistic
meadow, tamed by an extensive edible garden with
rows of willow bean supports and raised beds. She
alsohas an orchard,and asmall number of sheep and
chickens. Alison has grown herideas, too, completing
apermaculture design course,driven by adesire to
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run the smallholding as ecologically as possible, while
providing food for her family and looking beautiful.
‘remember my parents preparing windfall apples to
stew and freeze for the winter, says Alison. “They had
anatural, post-war respect for resources which [ only
beganto appreciate laterin life.

‘We have become disconnected from the natural
world and we need to move towards astronger, more
intimate and respectful relationship to the earth and
the ecosystem of which we are such an integral part,’ she
says. Thisisthe basis of whatshe refersto as hersecond
career shift - teaching regenerative farming. Alison
devised aseries of workshopsin 2019 covering topics
such as growing food, composting, botanical drawing
and saving seeds. Guest hostsinclude Alys Fowler,
with aworkshop on aholistic approach to edible
gardening, and garden photography with Eva Nemeth,
who took the photographs on these pages. Held at Damson
Farm,they attract eager participants from near and far.
‘Peopletravel from all over to attend my workshops.I even
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Who come here to attend worksh

have people coming this year from Canada, Iceland and
Denmark, planning trips around my workshop dates!’
Modern marketing tools such as Instagram have attracted a
healthy online following but Alison hasresisted putting the
workshops online, even during the pandemic. ‘Of course,
itwas frustrating as I had juststarted running them butthe
COVID experience reinforced for me how special itis to
gather and learnin person. The land here has always been
asource of inspiration for me, butI now enjoy the opportunity
toshareitwith the community of people who attend the
workshops.Ilove tosee people outinthe garden,gathering
material for leaf printing, collecting seeds, or investigating
the compostbins.I wantto bring ever more creativity and
craftsmanship to the workshops and my life here.’

alisonjenkins.co.ukiInstagram @damsonfarm

LEFT Growing different
varieties of kale guarantees
Alison a regular supply of greens
throughout the winter months

ABOVE Alison leads workshops
from her smallholding, with
topics including edible gardening
and botanical drawing

FEATURE SARA EMSLIE PHOTOGRAPHS EVA NEMETH, ALISON JENKINS

CAREER SHIFT

Learn to grow
with others

We pick four more horticultural
courses that take place in stunning
garden environments:

ROYAL HORTICULTURAL
SOCIETY

The one-year diploma in Practical
Horticulture Practice takes place at the
beautiful RHS garden Wisley in Surrey
and is highly regarded. It’s worth noting
also that the RHS has accredited
courses covering design, biodiversity,
ecology and horticulture that are on
offer at colleges and learning centres
throughout the country. Why not follow
Alison’s lead and start at your local
college? It may well prove to be the

springboard to a new career,

YORKSHIRESCHOOLOF
GARDEN DESIGN

Located at historic Harewood House
with its 100 acres of landscaped gardens
including areas designed by Capability
Brown, the school offers a range of short
courses, covering garden design and
planting. The flagship course is ideal

for determined career changers and
consists of one year of learning,

through on-site lectures and workshops,
organised field visits and your own

study,lysgd.co.uk

ROYALBOTANIC GARDEN,
EDINBURGH

The beautiful botanic garden dates
back to 1670. Today, it is also an
inspiring centre for learning, with a
comprehensive range of professional
courses including internationally
recognised botanical and horticulture
courses that take place among its

amazing plant collections,/rbge.org.uk
BLACK MOUNTAINS
COLLEGE,WALES

The one-year course at Troed-yr-Harn
farm and Gwernyfed walled garden in
Wales, teaches students organic,
permaculture and no-dig principles,
as well as botany, food production,
ornamental horticulture and solil

science,/blackmountainscollege.uk

COUNTRY HOMES & TNTERIORS
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lor the love of
vintage

In her new book, vintage dealer Michelle Mason shares

how to curate a collection of pre-loved pieces, plus whatto

look out for on your next trip to an antiques market

hether your vintage collection

is limited to a handful of pieces

or your passion for antiques has

taken over your home,chances are
you can remember the first piece you owned.
And that’s often how the obsession starts - with
a keepsake or afavourite fleamarket find.

We collectto archive and conserve the past;
drawn to the craftsmanship of everyday objects
from previous times, attracted by items of
beauty or with sentimental value,and bound to
heirlooms passed down through generations.

Building and curating a collection takes time,
consideration and financial input butraking
through salvage yards and flea marketsis, for
most, the highlight of the collecting adventure.

Curating your collection
AsashopkeeperIthink of each collection
of vintage objects as astory waiting to unfold.
Whetherit's a portfolio of watercolours,a
selection of vintage fabrics or an Edwardian
dinnerservice, there is often acommon theme
such as colour, shape, size or age to be found
among all sorts of random pieces. A theme
helpsto create anarrative, whetherit’'sa
personal collection or a group of objects for
displayinashop.It’sagood way to help focus
your eye when starting to build a collection.
Another way to create focusis to build
adisplay around your ‘hero’ piece —use a

favourite item as a starting pointand group with
otheritems.[tmay be a Victorian lace panel
displayed with similar vintage fabrics or an Art
Deco cocktail shaker arranged with beautiful
glassware. Let your interests guide your choices
and you'll soon see a pattern emerge.

Planning a buying trip
Create awish listbefore heading outto the flea
markets and salvage yards. Write down what
youneed but berealistic and flexible - you
mightnot stumble across that Louis Philippe
mirror to go above the sofa or mid-century
chairs butthere will be otheritems to unearth.
If you prefer arandom approach, think about
colours,shapes and textures. Forinstance, if
you're drawn towards pieces with patinaand
layers of paint, head towards the salvage stalls
and industrial antiques. It’s also worth thinking
aboutwhere your collection will go. If space is
limited keep an eye out for smaller items such
as ceramics and artworks and style up a kitchen
shelf or bedroom wall. Furnishing a whole room
or aworkspace will consume stock quite
quickly so consider the main pieces first,such
as seating, and work up towards the details.
Having a fixed budgetisagood way to cap
spending. It will also determine the quantity and
quality of your purchases. And, as most vendors
onlyaccept cash,make sure youre prepared -
as cash machines are not always available. >

ANTIQUES
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CERAMICS

Vintage trends come and go and while it’s
always best to follow our own instincts and
passions, it’sinteresting to see which items
create attention atthe antiques markets. The
classic French confit pots, with their trademark
yellow glaze,became so popular several years
agothatdemand saw prices more than triple.
A purse-friendly and popular vintage
ceramicis TG Green & Co household pottery.
Thomas Goodwin Green created the cheerful
blue and white stripe, said to be called Cornish
kitchenware because itresembled the blue
and white beaches in Cornwall, butmore
likely because of the Cornish clay used in the
manufacturing process. A pair of 1950s
Cornishware mugs and dinner plates can be

picked up for afew pounds;look for the original
TG Green shield stamped on the back.

PAINTINGS & PRINTS

Whether you’re on the lookout for agroup of
paintings or asingle piece, the currentappeal
forall eras, from early Georgian portraits right
up to1970s abstracts,means demand is high and
good piecessell quickly. Some of the best places
touncover vintage artworks are the French flea
markets, antiques fairs up and down the UK and
house clearance sales and auctions. If budget
isn’tanissue and you're in pursuitof a heritage
gem,or looking toinvestin a known artist,
its worth checking regional auction houses
for listings of forthcoming artsales. These are
listed by department to make sourcing easier,
for example, modern art,decorative arts,
antique prints or Old Master paintings.

Look beyond the frames. Glassis easy to
replace, anill-fitting frame can be swapped
and oil paintings often look better unframed.

"We collect to preserve memories, to conserve the past,

drawn to the craftmanship of objects from a previous life’

112 | COUNTRY FOMES & INTERIORS
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FURNITURE

Statement furniture needn’t be costly or limited
to upmarket pieces. By choosing whatyou love
or, more importantly, what your budgetloves,
you are investing in something that will give you
pleasure on a day-to-day basis. Tables, seating
and dressers are,in my experience, the most
popular vintage furniture requests and are
frequently chosen as ‘forever pieces’that can be
moved from home to home or boughtto add
impactand focus to anewlyrenovated room.

Before making any furniture purchases
check for woodworm; check for loose joints,
uneven legs and staining or damage to surfaces
and ask the seller for close-up photographs
if you're unable to view the piece in person.

Try using heritage paint colours and vintage
fabricsto create seamless and fitting backdrops
foryour vintage furniture finds and artworks.

Sourcing, Co .
| & Selling Vintage & [
- Decorative Antiques /|’ '
wiby Michelle Mason . |4
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GOOD FOOD

PINKGRAPEFRUIT GRANITA
WITH CARAMELISED
! - CITRUSSLICES
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Tr'ansport your taste buds ona tOLll" of the Medlterranean
with fresh and ﬂavoursome recipes thatare

S designed to put you in a holiday mood
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BUTTERBEANWHIP &
CRUDITES PLATTER WITH
AFLORABOTANICA




GOOD FOOD

SERVES 4-6

Perfectas apalate cleanser or atthe end of an
indulgentdinner,this granitaisrefreshing and
zingy.For added richness,serve with chilled
custard drizzled over the caramelised citrus.

800ml pink grapefruit CARAMELISED CITRUS

Juice SLICES
200ml elderflower 1pink grapefruit, peeled
liqueur and sliced into rounds

Freshly squeezed juice  1orange, peeled and
of 1lemon, strained sliced into rounds

6tbsp caster sugar 1clementine, peeled

or to taste and slice into rounds
Gin, toserve (optional) ~ 40gbrown sugar

Chilled custard, to serve
(optional)

1Stir the grapefruitjuice,elderflower liqueur,
lemon juice and sugar togetherinalarge
measuring jug or bowl until the sugar has
totally dissolved, then strain the mixture into a
freezer-proof container. Puton the lid and place
inthe freezer for 2 hours.

2 Scrape the mixture with a fork tomixitup
alittle,then freeze again.

3 Repeatthe scraping method two to three times,
every 1-2hours, until the granita has alight,
snow-like consistency.

4 For the caramelised citrus,arrange the fruit
slices ona baking tray or aheatproof platter.
Scatter evenly with the brown sugar and use a
blowtorch for about1-2minutesto caramelise
the surface of the fruit.

5 Spoon the granitainto chilled glasses,add
the citrusslices and serve immediately. If you
wish, serve with a good sipping ginatroom
temperature and some chilled custard.
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SERVES4TO SHARE

Ideal for your vegan and vegetarian guests and all lovers
of vegetables. The butter bean whip, with its citrus and
garlic mix, is topped with sautéed spring onions, herbs
and capers andis aflavour sensation.

400g can butter beans, TOPPING
drained 2tbsp olive oll
2tbsp olive oil

2 fresh rosemary sprigs,
Itsp seasalt, or to taste leaves picked

1garlic clove, crushed 8 fresh sage leaves

Freshly squeezed juice 2 fresh tarragon sprigs,
of 1lemon leaves picked
Black pepper 2 spring onions, finely sliced

Crudites, to serve 2tsp capers, drained

Grated zest of 1lemon

1Using afood processor orstick blender, blend the beans,
oil,}atsp salt, garlic,lemon juice and pepper. Taste and add
theremaining saltif necessary.

2 Forthe topping, heatthe oil in a sauté pan over amedium
heat. Carefully add the herbs, spring onions and capers to
the hotoiland fry for 1-2minutes until crisp. Use aslotted
spoon to carefully transfer the fried topping to paper
towels todrain off any excess oil, reserving the oil in the pan.

3 Toassemble,use aspatulaortheback of aspoon tospread
the bean dipin aplate or bowl. Top with the crispy herbs
and afew splashes of the infused pan oil. Sprinkle over the
lemon zest and serve with crudités.

MAKES 1

60ml gin 1tsp cherry liqueur

15ml yuzu juice % egg white

15ml rose syrup Edible flowers and herbs,

to decorate

1-4 drops bitters

Shake ingredients first withoutice, then shake well
asecond time withice. Strain into ashortglass and fill
withice.Decorate with edible flowers.



ALL-IN-ONE SALMON
WITH POTATOES, TOMATOES
& ARTICHOKES
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GOOD FOOD

SERVES 4

Thisis one of those fantastic all-rounders.
[t'sgreatas afamily meal, entertaining friends,
casual dinner or made in advance and turned
into asalad the nextday.

2 red onions,sliced 4 salmon fillets, skin on

400g potatoes, 100g marinated
scrubbed and thickly artichokes

sliced 4 bay leaves
3tbsp olive oil Seasalt and black
1tbsp dried oregano pepper

SERVES 6

A simple revani cake is made all over Greece with a few
variations.Itisreally lovely with amix of semolina and
coconutand drenched with syrup, making for amoist
cake thatis greatserved with Greek yogurt.

100g desiccated coconut
S eggs, separated

220g caster sugar

300g coarse semolina
180ml hot water

260g Greek-style yogurt,

plus extra toserve
Finely grated zest of /2 lemon

Finely grated zest of orange

80g butter, melted, plus extra
for greasing

Plain flour, for dusting
(substitute with semolina
for a flourless version)

CITRUSSYRUP
300g caster sugar
Juice and thinly peeled rind

of 1lemonand1 orange

23cm square cake pan

250g tomatoes, halved  1lemon

4 garlic cloves, roughly
chopped

Flat-leaf parsley,

to garnish

2 fresh rosemary sprigs, Red onion, to garnish
leaves picked and

30g greenolive

tapenade, to serve

Quick pickled

cucumber, to serve

chopped

2 red bell peppers,
thickly sliced

1Preheatthe ovento 200°C /Gas 6.

2 Putthe onions and potatoesin alarge baking

dish and toss with lthbsp of the oil and the oregano.

Bake inthe preheated oven for 15 minutes.

3 Stirin the tomatoes, garlic,rosemary and red
peppers and another ltsp of the oil. Top with the
salmon fillets, drizzle each fillet with a little o1l
and season. Add the artichokes and bay leaves.
Cover the dish with foil and bake for 8-10
minutes or until the fish is cooked through and
the potatoes are browned and crisp.

4 Remove the baking dishfrom the oven.
Squeeze the lemon over the fish and scatter
with the parsley and red onion. Serve with
the tapenade and cucumber pickle.

118 | COUNTRY FIOMES & INTERIORS

1Preheatthe ovento 160°C /Gas 3.Butter and flour the cake
pan and line with non-stick baking paper.

2 Scatter the coconuton a baking sheetand roastin the oven
for5-10 minutes until golden. Set aside until needed.

3 Beatthe eggyolksand halfthe sugarin an electric mixer
for about5minutes until pale. Combine the semolina and
hotwater in abowl, stir through the yogurtand lemon and
orange zests and add to the yolk mixture. Beat to combine,
thenrestfor5-10 minutes, before stirring through the butter.

4 Whisk the egg whites with apinch of the sugarin an electric
mixer until soft peaksform. Whisking continuously, gradually
add the remaining sugar and whisk until the mixture is
smooth and glossy. Fold this into the semolina mixture.

5Pourintothe prepared cake pan and bake in the preheated
oven for 45-60 minutes until golden and the centre springs
back when lightly touched. Cool in the pan for 20 minutes,
then turn out onto a platter and pierce all over with a skewer.

6 Meanwhile, make the citrus syrup. Bring the sugar, lemon
and orange juices and peel and 175ml water to the boilin a
saucepan, stirring to dissolve the sugar. Ladle the syrup over
the cake and leave to stand for 10-15minutes until the syrup
1sabsorbed. Top withroasted coconutand serve with yogurt.

SUMMER TABLE
Mediterranean
y @ 2 Summer Table
f@@ by Kathy Kordalis
&é : (£20, Ryland Peters

© &Small)
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COCONUT&SEMOLINA
CAKEWITH CITRUSSYRUP
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SLOW LIVING

A sip of
sweelness

Cooks, gardeners and supper club hosts krin Bunting and

Jo I'acer share how to make your own syrups and cordialsin
this extract from their new book. The Edible Flower

hereisno definitive difference between cordial

and syrup. Cordial, perhaps,implies thatit will be

diluted and served as a drink, while syrup suggests

awider use for poaching fruit, drizzling on cakes,
oradding to dressings. Both are made with sugar, water
and flavourings - in this case, edible flowers.

There are afew ways to extract the flower flavours for
syrup, butthe primary difference is when you add the sugar.
My preferred methodisto add the sugar atthe end of the
process,once the flowers are strained, and [ haven’t yet
found ascented edible flower for which this doesn’t work.

Put your chosen flowers or petalsin a
heatproof container. Removing as much
of the green parts or stalks as possible
results in a prettier-coloured syrup with
aless bitter taste. Pour boiling water
over the flowers and leave to infuse
for several hours, usually overnight.

Taste the mixture a few times, and
strain the flowers out when the flavour
is strong enough. If you are looking
foradeeper flavour, you can strain
the flowers out, bring the liquid back
to the boil, pour it over a fresh batch
of flowers and leave to infuse again
overnight. The resulting liquid might
taste a little bitter, but that should be
balanced out when you add the sugar.

Once you are happy with the flavour,
strain the liquid through a piece of
muslin or a clean tea towel, into a
measuring jug. Make a note of the
amount of liquid you have. Pouritintoa
pan and add an equal quantity by weight
of granulated sugar - if you have 250m|
liquid, for example, add 250g sugar.

Stir over a medium-low heat until the
sugar dissolves, then turn up the heat
and simmer for a minute before taking
off the heat and allowing to cool. Pour
into bottles and store in the fridge for a
couple of weeks, or keep in the freezer.
For a thinner syrup, use less sugar, and
for a heavier syrup you can add more. >

COUNTRN HOMES & ENTERIORS
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SLOW LIVING

Use theseratiosasa guide to making
your syrups and cordials

15g petals
to 300ml water (see recipe, right).

15g petals
to 300ml water.

20g petals to
300ml liquid. This makes a delicious
gingery, cardamom-scented syrup
perfect for use in a Moscow mule
or over a sticky pudding.

If you can find scented

violets (Viola odorata), the scent
will be very strong, but less-scented

violets will yield a Parma violet flavour.

Using 10g violets (or more if you
have them) to 300ml water will yield
a beautiful deep purply-blue syrup
that will turn pink when you add acid
(such aslemon juice).

6-8 large heads of
elderflower and 1lemon (zest in long
strips and juice) to 300ml water.
Remove all the leaves and as much
stem as possible.

30g flowers
to 300ml water.
30g flowers
to 300ml water.
4 Iarge

leaves, chopped, to 300ml water.

In fact, | most often just add a leaf
or two of sweet geranium to another
cordial; it goes particularly well with
rose and German camomile.

10g
flowerheads to 300ml water.

2tsp flowers
to 300ml water.
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SERVES 2

You can extractthe flavour from anot particularly scented
carnation by making a syrup. The petals give up their
colourinthe boiling water, so if you use coloured flowers,
you geta beautiful pink orred syrup thatlooks and tastes
amazing in a cocktail. Italso works without the vodka, but
youmightwantto add more syrup to taste.

FORTHE CARNATION A few basil leaves, plus extra
SYRUP (makes about 400ml)  to garnish

15g carnation petals (about
30-40 flowers)

100ml vodka (optional)

Juice of 1lime

300
gsugar 300ml sparkling water

FORTHE COCKTAIL .
A couple of carnation flowers,

50g fresh or frozen to garnish
blackberries

1To make the syrup, putthe petalsin abowl or jug, pour
over 300ml boiling water and leave to infuse overnight,
or foratleast12hours.

2 Strain the resulting liquid into asmall pan and add the
sugar. Heat gently, stirring until the sugar has dissolved,
thenincrease the heatand simmer for aminute. Remove
fromthe heatand allow to cool, then pour the syrup

into a bottle or jar and store in the fridge. It should last
foracouple of weeksin this way; for longer storage,
[recommend freezing it.

3 Tomake the cocktail, put the blackberries and basil
in a cocktail shaker or jug and crush together with a
cocktail muddler orthe end of awooden spoon. Add
80ml carnation syrup, the vodka and lime juice,and
shake orstir well.

4 Putice cubesintwo highball glasses and strain halfthe
mixture into each glass. My cocktail shaker hasa coarse
strainer that means some, butnotall, of the blackberry bits
end up in the drink.If you like, you can use a sieve to strain
the mixture and then add alittle of the crushed
blackberries back to the drink. Top up with sparkling
water and garnish with basil or carnation flowers or petals.
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Make a cocktail with carnation syrup
mixed with vodka and sparkling water.
Add frozen blackberries as you stir the

ingredients for a long, cooling drink
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THE HOME OF GREAT IDEAS FOR MORE THAN 100 YEARS

i

Modern small living room ideas to make the most of your
i space
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How to make a small

living mom look bigger -

tips and tricks to stretch
your space

*ROOMDECOR IDEAS ®* EXPERTBUYING GUIDES & REVIEWS
¢ RENOVATION & DIY ADVICE ¢ HOUSE MANUAL MUST-READS



FEATURE ANDREA CHILDS

Partfestival of ideas, partfarmer’s market and natural
living showcase, Planted Country, in partnership with
the National Trust, returns to the grounds of Stourhead
in Wiltshire on 9-11 June. Expect talks on sustainable
growing and biodiversity, nature walks and wellness
sessions, plus cooking demos, all setin the cottage and

walled gardens. See more atlplanted-community.co.ukl
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‘ PLANT PORTRAIT
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OH SO.SWEET

Bright climbing sweet peas will fill your garden with

scent and colour, and they are perfect for picking
so you can bring their charm indoors

‘MATUCANA’ The much-loved
Grandiflora, discovered in
South America in the 1950s,

has a wonderful fragrance >
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1°‘MONACO’ From the new 2 ‘ALMOST BLACK’ This
Riviera series of early-flowering, Grandiflora has glamorous
fragrant Grandifloras, this beauty dark-claret flowers, long
resists high temperatures stems and an incredible scent
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swell asfilling the air with perfume,
sweet peas (Lathyrus odoratus) inject
the garden with colour throughout
summer. Snipping abunch every few
daysto enjoy fresh flowers in the house is one of
the joys of the season and ensures these annual
climbers continue to bloom for months. Sweet
peaseeds should be sown in spring, but you can
buythe plantsinnurseries and garden centres
now, ready to plantinto pots and borders.

“You can sow sweet peasinto the ground in
spring, says supplier Roger Parsons, ‘butthey
are vulnerable to slugs and birds, so I prefer
tostartthemin aglasshouse or cold frame. If
they’re on awindowsill or similar with limited
sunlight,move them to a sunny spot outdoors
assoon as they have germinated.’

Sweet peas come in agreat choice of varieties
and forms, each providing different shapes,
colours and scents. Spencers are loved by
florists for their big flowers and long stems;
Old-fashioned forms boast charm, flower
power,weatherresilience and incredible
scent, but have short stems; while Grandifloras
combine a potent mix of characteristics from
Spencer and Old-fashioned types.

‘Queen Alexandra’ (an Old-fashioned
scarlet), Prince of Orange’ (an orange
Grandiflora),and ‘Joyce Stanton’ (a purple
Spencer) are all fabulous choices for cheering
colour.If you wantto grow only one variety,
the two-tone sweet peas look greatalone.Duo
Salmon’is a fuchsiaand rose Spencer, while
‘Matucana’is a purple and maroon Grandiflora
thatisreminiscentof the original wild sweet
peafrom the eastern Mediterranean.

SPECIALIST SUPPLIERS

ROGER PARSONS This family-run
business is home to the national
collection of sweet peas,

|rpsweetpeas.cod

SARAH RAVEN The plantswoman
is a specialist in flowers for cutting,

including a gorgeous collection of

sweet peas,lsarahraven.com|
EASTON This Lincolnshire estate

is renowned for its display of sweet

peas in the walled garden in June,

[visiteaston.co.uk



http://rpsweetpeas.com
http://sarahraven.com
http://visiteaston.co.uk

PLANT PORTRAIT

FEATURE HAZEL SILVER PHOTOGRAPHS (BLUE VELVET) JONATHAN

BUCKLEY/§ARAHRAVEN.COM, (MONACO) RPSWEETPEAS.COM,
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3 3 ‘BIG BLUE’ A lovely cultivar 4 ‘TURQUOISE LAGOON’ 5 ‘PAINTED LADY’ One of the 6 ‘BLUE VELVET’ Deep-blue-
E for cutting, this florists’ Spencer Blooms in pink-mauve morph to oldest pea varieties, the red-blush purple fragrant flowers on long
2 sweet pea has generous scented turquoise-blue on this unique flowers mature to pink-white and stems make this Spencer variety
X bloomson very long, strong stems Grandiflora sweet pea exude a lovely scent ideal for vase arrangements
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summerhouse are all included in the
Grade ITlisting given to the property,
Anna-Liisaand Ian have been able to
add their own touchesto other parts
of the multi-level garden, which was
previously used for boarding dogs
and was somewhat overgrown when
the couple moved in.Inanodto
Anna-Liisa’s Nordic heritage, there’s
a Finnish-themed woodland area
with pollinator-friendly,shade-
loving plants, such as foxgloves and
lily of the valley, with insect towers
made fromsilver birch logs.
Meanwhile, an ericaceous border
harbours fruits such Hinnonmaki
gooseberries,blueberries and
redcurrants, popularin Finland.
Other additionsinclude nine bird

henit comestohomesthat date back hundreds of years, the gardens
accompanying them are likely to have one or two historic features to
work around. This has certainly been the case for lan and Anna-Liisa
Blanks-Walden of Long Ashton near Bristol, who have spent the past
nine years making their outside space their own, while respecting the

legacy of those who went before them.

In particular, they’ve worked hard to look after the eye-catching
low box hedges that frame the front of their 600-year-old cottage.
Newspaper cuttings from bygone years show thata previous owner

filled these geometric shapes with
colourful bedding plants, but
Anna-Liisahas gone foracleaner
look, filling them with bark chippings
and statement planters, while a gold
peacock provides abold focal point.

‘The box hedge waslaid in the
1820s by William Gough and
understandably getsalot of TLC,
having survived over 200 years,’ says
Anna-Liisa. Ttused to take a previous
owner aday to trim the hedges by
hand. We cutitwith apetrol hedge
trimmer that’s used only on thisone
areato avoid box blight.’

Other historic featuresinclude a
box tree that dates back to the 1700s,
from which cuttings have been taken
for The National Arboretum at
Westonbirt,an old pond and a
stone-built summerhouse, which
looks attractive and provides plenty
of valuable storage space."We call
this structure “the pod”; shortly after
moving here [ fell through the
floorboards of the pod, soitwenton
the “conservation repair to-do list”
quite quickly, laughs Anna-Liisa.

“The pond was aswamp when we
came here butclearing ithas been
well worth the effort. We distributed
the organic sludge thatresulted
along a24-metre borderinthe
garden and we're sure that’s why
everythingis growing so well there.

While the box hedging, tree and
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OWNERS Anna-Liisaand
lan Blanks-Walden live in

Long Ashton, near Bristol.

GARDEN A quarter-acre
garden with Grade ll-listed
box hedging, pond, a
Finnish-inspired woodland
garden, fruit trees and
ornamental borders.

nesting boxes,a drought-tolerant
‘exotic’ border,and wooden beehive-
shaped composters that create
valuable mulch for the borders.
There areraised beds
filled with herbs and
vegetables, which are
tended by the couple’s
son, Theodore. They
also planted sloe, fig,
nectarine and mulberry
trees. And in another
nod to Finnish gardens,
there’s afamily-sized
wooden swing!

The couple opened their
garden for the National
Gardens Scheme in 2021
asatribute to Anna-Liisa’s
mother Marja-Liisa
Walden, whoreceived
loving care from Marie
Curie Nurses. The Finns
love the great outdoors and being
close tonature,and the calmness
and space that goes with this,’ says
Anna-Liisa. ‘No matter the area or size
of space you arein,justbeing outside
asmuch aspossibleiskey.

‘It'sbeenalabour of love doing
up a house with an occupancy that
can be traced back to 1403, as well
as bringing the garden back toits
glorydays.It’s aprivilege to be the
custodians of averyspecial place.’



TOP The pristine box hedging
dates back to the 1800s. Once
filled with bright bedding plants,

a gold statue now draws the eye

ABOVE LEFT In the simple
planting scheme, unusual tulips,
like this ‘Black Parrot’ variety,
add depth to the garden

ABOVE Attractive insect towers
made from silver birch logs bring
an extra dimension to the shady
Finnish-style woodland area
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PHOTOGRAPHS PETER CHATTERTON

FEATURE SUE BRADLEY

REAL GARDEN

OPPOSITE Plants soften the ABOVE This Scandi-inspired
edges of the pond, provide cover wooden swing chair is the ideal
and safe access for wildlife, and spot to unwind and relax while
create reflections in the water enjoying the garden
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CHOOSE HOME

INSURANCE.

CHOOSE £250 FREE
EXCESS COVER.*

Hopefully you never need to claim on your home insurance.
But if you do, we'll refund up to £250 of your excess.*

If a tree falling damages the building. Or your possessions are stolen.
We'll refund up to £250 of your excess once your claim’s settled.

Get more info or compare quotes at go.compare/home-insurance

Go.Compare is a Future Plc brand. *UK residents and home
insurance purchases only. Excess refunded after claim settled.
Excludes Accidental Loss or Damage claims made on your home
nsurance. Far TRCs visit our websita

.
o -
TOMPARE



: o . v Ty iy ]
g y - 2 \
R X y i D »

/

: _, o«
.ry( . -
e

.

e ‘f.'; i SELISITE ;ff L) E o 1k &;‘ . } N, A _ ¢

¥ AP oY . £ - . 7/ ) el . A .

Grow beautiful flowets tlgqt ,@l:p_gﬂﬁld enoughtoeatt' = 7 f Vi
S LG v o A,

lens explains more & 7/,

¢ - ¥ 1 el
g A - ol

3 -*‘
il

COUNTRYIHOMES & INTERIORS 137




FLOWER GARDENS

dible flowers beautifully combine the At Chiswick House delicate flavour than the leaf. Also, consider:
aesthetic and the practical. At Chiswick and Gardens, herbs Anise hyssop The tiny petals and leaves
House and Gardens, our productive are grown not just have asweetanise flavour.

. for the | , . . .
growing areas date back to the 1680s, th F; tia::;ica te Clove pink (Dianthus caryophyllus) With

when edible flowers were a key component of flavour of their apleasant, clove-like taste, this carnation
kitchen gardens. [twasn’tjustabout colour; flowers, along can be steeped in wine or syrup.
many blooms provided flavour to salads, baking with pot marigolds Fennel These petals can be sprinkled on fish

and infusions. Today, we work with community
groups to grow flowering plants that they would
like touse in their cooking athome, and invite
visitors to ‘pick their own’when we can.

Athome,in aspace around two metres square,
you could grow enough flowers to eat and
adornyour dishes throughoutlate spring

and summer. There are afew things to bearin
mind before youstart - people with allergies
should be careful when eating flowers; not all
flowers are edible; and any flowers grown using
pesticides should notbe eaten. Generally, eat
petalsrather than whole flowers.

Interms of soil preparation, it’s best to ensure
itisasweed-free asitcan be. You mightwantto
weed and wait, then weed again before planting,
or establish ano-dig approach.Don’t worry too
much aboutsoil quality, as many edible flowers
can cope with sandy soils and hot, dry weather.

My advice would be to grow a mix of
perennials and annuals. For perennials,
favouritesinclude lavender, rosemary, sage
and thyme grown for their flowers, not for their
foliage. And mostly, the flowers have amore

138 COUNTRY HOMS& TNTHRIORS

for asweet,aniseed flavour.

Hyssop Often used to add flavour to butter or
vinegars,and mixed into asalad dressing.
Tagetes‘Lemon Gem’ Has anice citrus flavour.
Our favourite annualsinclude pot marigolds
(Calendula officinalis) with their peppery
petalsthat, fresh or dried, can also be used for
colouring. And nasturtiums, with edible leaves
and flowers, for their even stronger taste.

Many of the annuals you grow for leaves
orrootcrops have great-tasting flowers,
including peas, radish, coriander and rocket.
Trythem before they turn to seed. Once you
have your plotestablished, keep picking your
flowers:the more you harvest, the more flowers
you will have to eat. Consider the pollinators
thatyou're feeding by growing edible flowers,
too.It’'sabeautiful, rewarding way to make
your garden more inviting to wildlife.

Rosie Fylesis head of gardens at
Chiswick House and Gardens Trust.
The 65-acre Chiswick Gardens are
opendailyandentryisfree,

lchiswickhouseandgardens.org.uk

PHOTOGRAPHS NICO FROEHLICH, ALAMY STOCK PHOTO
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Nimble & Powerful

for complex lawns

ePeswer
Powers longer. Lives longer. , T I G R
Shareable batteries with STIGA 48V aarden tool ranae stiga.co.uk
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GROW YOUR OWN

What to plantand how to tend your crop this month for a successtul
homegrown harvest, according to Steve Stott of Hawkstone Hall

uneisagreattime for planting and
getting on top of the weeds in your
vegetable beds,as all frosts have now
passed. Aswe are approaching the
longestday of the year, on 21 June, daylight
hoursincrease,meaning that you can spend
more time in the garden, morning and evening.

Plantthis fragrantherb in pots or straight out
into beds in June, both of which I do - pots for
the kitchen and herb beds for the aroma. It can
be sown from February to July and picked
from June onwards. Alwaystry to choose a

nice sunny, sheltered location and harvestthe
shooting tipsregularlyto keep anice bushy plant.
Tip Basil hates to have wetroots overnight so
water in the morning if possible.

This Chinese cabbage can be used insalads and
stir-fries. At Hawkstone Hall, we sow every two
weeks from April to July, then harvestuntil the
end of August.I plantin traysin the greenhouse
before transplanting into beds. Baby leaves are
thenreadyto harvestafter 30 days and mature
leaves between 30-75 days.

Tip Plantin semi-shade to preventbolting.

We generally grow parsley as an annual. Seeds
can be sown from March until the end of June,
making this month the last chance to getaleafy
crop for thisyear. You can sow the seeds directly
into the soil outside after the last frost. However,
[ prefertosow into a tray and transplant when
the plantis strong enough. Grow in moist but
well-drained soil and be patient as parsley can
take up to six weeks to germinate. Parsleyis best
picked whenneeded, cutting the stems at the
base,sothatnew leaves grow back quickly.

Tip Feed with seaweed fertiliser occasionally.

Steve Stottis head gardener at
Hawkstone Hall and Gardens, a
Grade I-listed estate in Shropshire,
comprising a hotel, spa and gardens.

Visitthawkstonehall.co.uhl
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http://hawkstonehall.co.uk

Double your useable space with our sofa beds

Experts in small space living

22 stores | 0345 609 4455 | futoncompany.co.uk




THE DORMY HOUSHE

FURNITURE | SOFT FURNISHINGS | ACCESSORIES

Drift off into@belig

LuXUriously comfortable Beds, made bespoke to

thedormyhouse.com | @thedormy ouse |




AN ALBION BATH

TAKES A LITTLE
LONGER

Order your free fabric samples at

thefootstoolworkshop.co.uk
01291 629764

€ 7octstool

}Uctk&iu?l

www.theéheadboar
or call us on 01

ALBION

BATH COMPA NY
albionbathco.com HAND MADE IN ENGLAND

M 255 831605
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MODERN
EFFICIENCY

with classic good looks

An Everhot is the most
controllable and versatile heat
storage range cooker on the market.
Offering supreme energy efficiency
that beautifully integrates with
renewables, including solar panels.
Available in seven sizes and
21 stunning colours.

Welcome an Everhot into your family.

everhot.co.uk | 01453 890018

FLOORING

FLOORS of STONE

01509 234000- www.floorsofstone.com
enquiries@floorsofstone.com
Y

KITCHENS
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WEATHER OUTDOOR

SPACE WITH A BESPOKE
NATIONWIDE VERANDA

+ Custom made to suit your property

“ Built to the highest quality
Wide range of styles and finishes
Huge choice of colours
FREE design consultation
Full installation service

* 5 Year Guarantee on all products

~ Over 50,000 satisfied customers

~ Range of finance options available
FCA approved

. UPTO

2 50FF IMPROVING HO MES FOR owan 30YEARS \

For a FREE brochure or no obligation design consultation

Call us today on 0800 7710612 | [N’ Ngﬂmﬂlbgg

or visit us online at www.nationwideltd.co.uk
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"Credit is subject to status and affordability. Representative Example: Cash prica £4 500,00, 30% depost of £1,350.00, amount of credit £3,150.00, annual rate
of interest 0% p.a fixed, 0% APR Rapresentative, 24 monthly repayments of £131.25, tolal amount payable £4,500.00 §ncluding deposit.
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ISABELLA
TREE

The rewilding expert sips
gin and watches beavers on
the Knepp estate in Sussex

Ilive at Knepp Castle in West
Sussex. my husband Charlie
Burrell’s family home, in the middle
of our 3,500-acre rewilding project.
My perfect day would be wandering
around the place. There’s always the
possibility of bumping into a free-
roaming Tamworth sow and her
piglets,or aherd of Exmoor ponies,
or some super-relaxed longhorn
cows.Overhead, there could be white
storks bill-clattering in their huge
nests in the tops of oak trees (the first
white storks to nestin Britain for 600
years were here at Knepp in 2020).

I gofora40-minute run assoon

as | wake up.Myfavourite route
isalong the green lane —an ancient
droving road edged by old oaks, field
maple,spindle, blackthorn and hazel
on high banks, so you feel asif you're
running through a green tunnel. WILD AT HEART organic veg in our Market Garden, or perhaps one of our
I'd eat breakfast outside;egg and Returning the land wild range longhorn sirloin steaks cooked over coals.
bacon, or muesli with blueberries toits natural stateis A frerywards, I'll be found podding abumper crop of peas

. ion for Isabell . . . .
and raspberries from the garden. 2 passion Torisab€™®  while watching the tennis at Wimbledonon TV.

Ilove trawling through local My perfectend to the perfect day would be heading
auction houses,suchasToovey’s out with friends to show them our six-acre beaver pen.
at Spring Gardensin Washington, [twould be around 7.30pm on a summer’s evening. We’d
Bellmans in Wisborough Green, or take deck chairs and a coolbox filled with ice, tonic and
Denhamsin Warnham. We furnish Hepple gin,made by our friend Walter Riddell using
all our glamping accommodation juniper from his rewilding projectin Northumberland.
with upcycled or antique furniture. We’d sit quietly, with the scent of water mint crushed
There are such beautiful things to be under our feet and the sun spilling through the sallow
found, all with astory behind them. leaves, waiting for aglimpse of a beaver venturing out of
its lodge to begin its nocturnal work, building dams and
By June, I’ll be dropping into our creating amagical watery kingdom. It never fails to thrill.
own Wilding café for lunch, where
our son Ned, a chef, will have rustled The Book of Wilding by IsabellaTree and Charlie
up something delicious from the Burrellis published on 11 May (£35, Bloomsbury).
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NEW Stovax County 5 Woodburning Ecodesign stove
Energy Efficiency Rating: ||l

STOVAX ( Y GAZCO 4oy

WOODBURNING | GAS | MULTI-FUEL | ELECTRIC YEARS
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Request our inspirational brochure &
arrange a complimentary design consultation

01278 764444 davidsalisbury.com



